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MY LORD, 


_ amiable character with which 


your LoRDSHI ſhines in every 


ielatibn of life, and the bich eſteem 


you 


* 


10ng the more 


you juſtly have gained a 
wiſe and Uiſecnins part of mankind, 
far the diſtinguiſhed regard you pay to 

the things that are of God, emboldens 
1 minister, who has not the honour to 

be known to you, to beg leave to pre- 

fox your noble name to the following, 
ſmall treatiſe on prayer. 2 a 
Wovrp to God a greater number j 
of thoſe that are of your LORDSH IP's 
high rank and figure in the world, put 


the ſame reſpect and honour on divine 


x OLGl- WY 
. * 1 
ly 


" ä your 3 DskI 7 is known to 1 
do. Were this the caſe, what a hap- 
py people might we hope ſoon to be, 
amidſt the many advantages we enjoy 
under the . beſt conſtitution in the 
world ? ö 
MAv almighty God, the hearer of 
prayer, eminently bleſs your LoR DHI, 
and noble family, that, in the fulleſt 
accompliſhment of his gracious promiſe, 
Them that honour me, 1 wit honour, bleſ- 
tings of the higheſt worth and value, 


may 


N K 2 
an e er _— 
—————— * < 
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DEDICATION. 


— 
3 
* 


may Ibeey be poured down upon 
Vor Loxbenir, and them, to the lateſt 


poſterity. Iam, _ 


MY LORD, 
Your LORDSHIP's 


„ 4.2 Ta _ Tr 7 
28 8130 


, 
Pn 


moſt obedi ent ſervant, 


JAMES HOW. 
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12 IHE. firſt and den Pente 
1 of all religion, whether natural or 
reveled, is to believe the being 1 
and attributes of God, and afterwards to 
carry ourſelves with a becoming behaviour, 
ſuitable to the greatneſs of his majeſty, and 
the immenſity of his perfections. Without 
this belief of his being and exiſtence, ve 
are ſpeculative atheiſts, the moſt hideous - | 
and frightful of all his creatures, ſurpaſſing 
devils themſelves in guilt, who, in ſcripture, 
are ſaid to believe and tremble ; and, without 
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4 INTRODUCTION. 


a ſuitable behaviour and deportment towards 


him, we derogate from the glory and great - 
neſs of his majeſty; nor do we truly own 


him to be what he is in himſelf, nor our- 
ſelves to ſtand in any relation to him. He 
that cometh unto God muſt believe that he 
is, and that be is a rewarder of them that 
diligently ſeek him. 

When once we are convinced from an 
inward perſuaſion and belief of the being 


and exiſtence of God, the firſt of his glori- 
ous and divine perfections, ſhewing forth 


themſelves unto us as we ſtand in the rela- 
tion to him of his creatures, is his goodneſs. 
'This attribute is comprehenſive of all his 
moral perfections; by reaſon*of which it is 


Hd; that he 1s good, 2 doth good ; and that 
" There is none good but one, that is God, F. e. 
who only is abſolutely, eſſentially, and in- 


finitely ſo in himſelf, without any deriva- 
tion from another. By this attribute of 


goodneſs, which is natural to the idea or 


notion we have of a deity, when we con- 
ceive of him aright, we mean chiefly the 


inclination of the divine will towards his ra. 
tional offspring, or that propenſic on of his, 4 
whereby he is generally inclined-to deal 


bountifully with _ and to procure them, 
accord- 


2 
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according to their capacity, their utmoſt bliſs - 
and happineſs, _ 

God being originally, eſſentially, and ab- 
ſolutely good, not merely by accident, nor 
from external motives, but purely from 


the neceſlity of his own nature, his exiſt- 


ence therefore is the baſis or firſt foundation- 


| pillar, and his goodneſs, in rewarding them 


that ſeek him, the next, upon which our 


coming unto him (which includes adoration, 


praiſe, confeſſion, petition, and all other 


acts of piety and devotion) is eſtabliſhed. 


If either of theſe two main. ſupports is 
thought not to ſtand firm and ſure, the 


whole frame and fabric of religion ſhivers 


into pieces; all affection to prayer falls to 
the ground; and all hopes of receiving good 


from him are loſt and extinguiſhed. 


All the acts of ſincere and true devotion 


take their riſe from the conſideration or firm 


perſuaſion and belief of the divine bounty 


and goodneſs, reſpecting either what we are, 


what we have, what we want, or what we 


| hope: to obtain. Adoration ſets forth the 


greatneſs, majeſty, and goodneſs of the ob- 
ject we worſhip; praiſe implies the poſſeſ⸗ 
ſion of ſome good we have in hand, or have 
ſometime before received; confeſſion is of 
7 „ ſome- 
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ſomething that we have done amiſs; and pe- 
tition imports the expectation of favours and 
bleſſings we are in want of. An ingenuous 
and undiſguiſed religion could never have 
been introduced, or have taken place in the 
world, without ſome previous apprehenſions 
of the divine goodneſs manifeſting itſelf to- 


Wards reaſonable creatures, ſubjects only ca- 


pable of what is deſervedly called religion. 
God could not be ingenuouſly worſhipped, 
acknowleged, and adored, were he not good, 
liberal, and merciful, as well as wiſe and 
werful. Therefore the eſſential goodneſs 
of God, both what he is in himſelf, and 
what he is to us, muſt naturally be the foun- 


dation of all religious worſhip and adora- 


tion amongſt men, the reaſon of their prayers 
and ſupplications to him, and their 2 88 


of him. 
The natural religion of the heathens was 


introduced into the world from a conſidera- 
tion of the divine bounty and goodneſs in 


the beings he had given them, and the li- 
beral proviſions he had made for them. Di- 
vine bounty was their motive to erect altars, 


and to offer ſacrifices, although, ber me 


ignorance and blind ſuperſtition, they mi- 


ſtook the true object of their worſhip, and 


offer- 
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offered the homage doe to the Coun ro 


creatures, that were only the inſtruments 


and means whereby he communicated his 
favours and bleſſings, the effects of his boun- 
ty and goodneſs, towards them. 

He who does not acknowlege the 8 


neſs of the divine nature, doth not take no- 


tice of the general proneneſs, and natural 


forwardneſs amongſt men of praying to him 


in their diſtreſs, both in public and private. 
This could never poſſibly have happened, 


unleſs they had had ſome previous perſuaſion 


well fixed in their minds, that God was both 


ready to hear, and able to help them; and 
that, in his own nature, he is propenſe and 
inclinable to compaſſion and kindneſs. The 
univerſal practice of all nations, who own 
the exiſtence of a ſupreme being, and the 
natural impulſe all men feel in themſelves to 


ſeek God in their troubles and diſtreſs, ſhews 
what the ſenſe of nature is. Nor is it poſ- 
ſible all mankind ſhould ever: conſpire fo 
unanimouſly together in ſo great a madneſs, 
as that of praying to ſuch deities as they did 
not believe could either hear or help them. 
It is certain then that the propenſity of 
the human mind to ſome kind of religious 
worſhip, the natural. bent and tendency of 
A E. , the 


8 INT RODUCTION. 


the ſoul to fly to ſome ſuperior being for 


{uccour in danger and diſtreſs, the grateful 
reſentments that ariſe in our breaſts to an in- 


vilible ſuperintendent, upon our receiving - 


any extraordinary or unexpected favour at 
his hands, the love and admiration with 
which the minds of men are ſo filled, and 
highly raiſed, in meditating upon the divine 
perfections and attributes of God, and the 


univerſal concurrence of all nations under 


heaven, in the great article of adoration and 
praiſe, plainly ſhews, that devotion, or re- 
ligious worſhip, muſt be the effect either of 
a tradition from ſome firſt founder of man- 


kind, or that it is conformable to the natural 


light of reaſon; or that it proceeds from ſome 


inſtinct implanted in the ſoul itſelf, prepon- 
derating, and giving it a ſway and inclination 


that way. 

Prayer, then, is one great and ſolemn part 
of religion we owe to the deity. It is a worſhip 

due to the ſupreme being; which worſhip is 


nothing elſe but our owning him by proper 


and ſolemn acts to be what he is in himſelf; 
and ourſelves to be what we are in ourſelves, 
that is, by addreſſing ourſelves to him, as 
the ſupreme cauſe of all things, and the wiſe 
governor of the world, owning ourſelves to 


: . | be 


| on 
6 , 
* 
7 
1] 
A 
; 
4 
1 
- 
2 
5 
gt - 
p | 4 
8 
1 


Der ron en Io Are on We, 
——— n a ä 
3 Is OO ld ER. > as. — 5 
Ee * * 
N l a 8 


. 7 W : ” all 3 
23 5 «Os . N 
. "EP c 
rr — 


. * * 
r . 
3 r 
v 8 8 
— ins one ei err — P en 


N * 


INTRODUCTION. 9 


be his dependents, with thankful acknow- 
legements and praiſes for what we enjoy of 
his bounty and goodneſs, and petitions for 
what we really want, or what he, in his ins 
finite wiſdom, ſees and knows to be meet 
and convenient for us to receive. 
Whether therefore we atlas the ſus - 
preme being according as the light of nature 
directs us, or whether we: conſider him in 
all the works and wonders of his mercy and 
grace to mankind, which, for our better 
and more clear information of, we muſt have 
recourſe unto revelation (which repreſents 
him not only as infinicely great and glorious 
in himſelf, but as infinitely wiſe and good in 


all his dealings towards us); that habitual | 


worſhip and adoration we owe to this al. 
mighty being ſhould both delight and enter- 


tain our minds in the thoughts we then muſt 


have of his tranſcendent perfe&ions and ex- 
cellencies, and at the fame time annihilate 
ourſelves before him in the views we 
ought to take of our meanneſs and nothing» 
neſs. The juſt and due conſideration of this 
could not fail of impreſſing on our minds 
ſach a conſtant and awful ſenſe of his divine 


majeſty, and at the ſame time poſſeſs our 


ſouls with thoſe inward regards for his ho- 
=4 nour 
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nour and glory, as might well enough, with 


no great 1 impropriety of ſpeech, be called an 
inceſſant praying, or, as the ſeripture ſpeaks, 
a praying without ceaſing. 

However naturally averſe then, and un- 
willing we are to the practice of this holy 
duty, yet, notwithſtanding i it is amongſt the 
firſt and moſt principal helps to our being 
truly religious; and when genuine, and of 
the right kind, conſtitutes a very main and 
eſlential part of true piety and devotion. 
For, as it is by this wonderful piece of me- 


chaniſm, our bodies, that we maintain a com- 


merce and correſpendence with this viſible 
world around us; ſo likewiſe it is by prayer 
that the ſoul (that ſpark of heavenly fire ne- 


ver to be extinguiſhed by a ſtate of non exiſt- 


ence) cultivates and keeps up a holy inter- 


courſe with God in the inviſible world above 
us. Our profeſling the. belief of a holy, 


wiſe, juſt, and unerring providence, and this 
again under the conduct of the ſupreme be- 
ing of infinite perfections, lays us under the 


ſtricteſt ties and obligations imaginable, both 
to the love and practice of prayer. Nor is 


there any duty belonging to us, either as we 
are rational or religious creatures, more fre- 


quently :: 
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quently commanded 3 in holy writ, nor any 
we are more earneſtly exhorted to, than to 


this holy intercourſe with God, by 2. 


addreſſes to him. 


SE C 7. II. 


"01 be reaſonableneſs of prayer, as 1 God i 7s 


the object of it. 


— 


Real belief, or an inward and firm per. 
ſuaſion of the being and exiſtence of 


.-& n deity, as has been already faid, 
lays a fure and ſtable foundation for prayer; 


and therefore, conſidering God as the ob- 


_jeRof it, this part of religious worſhip, with 


reſpe& to him, muſt be highly reaſonable, 
juſt, and- Proper; and, with reſpect to our- 


ſelves, is a piece of homage moſt congruous 
and becoming us to give. 


Certainly, if God governs theworld- with 


greater freedom, eaſe, and wiſdom, than 
the beſt of parents can their children, or 
the moſt prudent maſters their families, or 
the wiſeſt of princes their ſubjects and king- 
doms, which we hope none, who owns the 


4 being 


2 TRE REASONABLENESS 


being of a God, and a wiſe and unerring 
providence, can well deny, then ſurely there 


is as much reaſon, and it as much becomes 


us to pray, and make our addreſſes to him in 
all things concerning us, as to make our 
wants known to our parents, or to anſwer 
the will of our maſters, or to preſent our 
petitions to our prince. If we receive all 
from God, and in him live, move, and have 
our beings, there can be no reaſon why we 
ſhould not own our dependence upon him, 
give him thanks for every expreſſion of his 
goodneſs, make our requeſts and ſupplica- 
tions known to him; and why we ſhould 
not aſk every thing we want, in ſubordina- 
tion to his will, ſeeing we can never ſo much 
delight in addreſſing him for what he ſees we 


ſtand in need of, as he doth in imparting the 


tokens of his bounty and goodneſs, and the 
gifts of his grace and favour towards us. 
It is true, indeed, that ſome of the an- 
tient philoſophers were much puzzled, and 
put to a ſtand how to reconcile prayer with 
their notions of neceſſity and fate. And in- 


deed we muſt confeſs, that were divine pro- 


vidence nothing elſe but a neceſſary cham 
of cauſes and effects; or did it conſiſt of no- 


Ry elſe but of fixed and immutable de- 


a Crees, 
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crees, there would be no great encourage- 
ment for prayer, or for directing our peti- 
tions to him, who, upon this ſuppoſition, 
could no more help us, than he can alter 


deſtiny or fate. But if God governs the 


world, as certainly he doth, and if we can- 
not rationally expect his bleſſing and prote- 
ction any other way, than only in anſwer 
to our prayers; and if he himſelf has made 
prayer the neceſſary condition of receiving 
what we want, It is in vain to diſpute the 


philoſophy of it. We muſt therefore aſk if 
we will receive, and we can receive of none, 
bur from him who has the diſpenſing of all 
bleſſings in his hands, and has promiſed to 


give to none but to them who aſk of him in 


faith; and with a holy and humble ene 
in his goodneſs and mercy. 


To hve then wholly, or altogether in ahi 


omiſſion of prayer, muſt proceed either from 
a flat and bare-faced atheiſm; for who will 


call upon a God, who denies him in his 


heart, and believes there is no ſuch being 


to be invoked or called upon ? or elſe, 


from a partial atheiſm, that is, either from 
the denial of God's ſufficiency to help us in 
our ſtraits, or of His omniſciency to know our 
wants and neceſſities, or what we call upon 


him 
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him for. If we live alrogether without pray. 
er, this will imply the denial of his being 
and exiſtence, and likewiſe of our depend- 


ence upon him. Such a total negle& and 


omiſſion will be equivalent to this blaſphem- 
ous aſſertion, namely, there is no God to be 
worſhipped and adored; or, there is no God 
who rules and governs the world. But if 

there is a God to be worſhipped and adored, 
and a God too that rules and governs the 
world, as certainly there is, then the above 


aſſertion muſt undeniably be contrary to all 


truth. Alſo, to live generally and notori- 


ouſly in the negle of this duty, though not 
quite, and altogether, will, at leaſt, coin- 


cide, or fall in with the ſame untruth. 
If therefore there is. a God, as every 
thing in nature proclaims there is, then 


certainly he ought to be worſhipped and a- 


dored. It is but juſt and reaſonable to ac- 
knowlege him, wherever he is pleaſed to 
Hew, and by whatever ways and means he 


is pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf. Never then 


to acknowlege him as the author of our be. 


| ings; never to call over in our minds his glo- 


rious attributes and perfections, by aſcripti- 
ons of praiſe and thankſgivings for what he 
is in himſelf, and for what he is unto us; ne- 
| ver 
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ver to invoke him by prayer, who is the 
prime ſource and fountain of all our enjoy- 


ments, whether of nature, or of grace, and 


the author of all thoſe gifts and bleſſings that 


in providence he is pleaſed to confer upon 


us, is in effect to deny him, and is as much 
as if we ſaid, we ſtand in no relation to him 
as his creatures, we have no need of him, 
nor do we receive any thing of his bounty 
and goodneſs, but we are our own, and, who 


is Lord over us? 
Never to apply unto him byil invocation 


and petition for what we want, is either to 

deny our wants, or his power of helping us, 
or the immenſity of his preſence, and there- 
fore he cannot hear us; all which is highly 


unreaſonable and unjuſt, unbecoming rea- 


ſonable creatures to derogate or leſſen ſo 


much their maker. Tf therefore our lives 


are preſerved by him; if, by his ſuperin- 
tending providence, he hath the ordering 
and diſpoſal of all things above and below; 
if every favour and mercy we receive from 
divine bounty and goodneſs is derived from 
him; and if our moſt ordinary labours and 
induſtry proſper only by his bleſſing, ſo as 
that without him we can do nothing either 
2 or praiſe · worthy, there can be no 


thing 


— 


— 
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thing more juſt and reaſonable, than for us, in 
all our ways, to commend ourſelves, by invo- 
cation on his name, to his rule and conduct, 
and to roll ourſelves over upon his protection 
and providence, by ſtated addreſſes to him. 
Prayer, then, is a part of that natural 
worſhip that is due from us as creatures cap- 
able of receiving the impreſſions of a law 
from God our Creator and great Law-giver. 
He is the origin of our beings; our great 
and ſovereign Lord; and therefore we ought 
to worſhip him, according to that of the 
Pſalmiſt; for be is thy Lord, end worſhip 
thou him; that is, ſee that thou be ſubject 

to him. Now, worſhip includeth prayer, 
and is often taken for it, as when Satan at- 
tempted to perſuade our bleſſed Saviour to 
fall down and worſhip him, Luke iv. 7. and 
elſe-where. By the very law of nature, as 
well as by revelation, this duty of prayer is 
enjoined us by God himſelf, whoſe right it 
is to give laws, and the law of this duty re- 
mains inviolable, and fo deeply engraven on 
the heart of man, that he cannot get it quite 
cancelled, or blotted out. Hence it was, 
that the very heathens, and ſuch as knew 
little or nothing at all of the only living and 
true God, yet had ſuch deep and inbred 
Sis © 


* 
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impreſſions engraven on their minds, of cal- 
ing upon their gods in times of trouble and 
diſtreſs, as that they would rather pray to 
an idol, that could neither fee, hear, nor 
help them, than pray to no God at all. 
In this duty there is an owning of God's 


| being our. God; it is an homage due to his 


majeſty and greatneſs; therein we make an 
acknowlegement of his immenſe bounty and 
goodneſs; a confeſſion of our own meanneſs 
and nothingneſs; an open recognition of our 
dependence upon him, and of our truſt and 
confidence in him; therein the ſoul is pour- 
ed out before God in the actings of humilia- 
tion and repentance; all which, when taken 
either ſeparately, or together, muſt needs 
make prayer a reaſonable and becoming 
duty. Seeing therefore our being, our exiſt- 
ence, our life, what we have in hand, what 
we have in hope, are things derived from 
him, how congruent and befitting is it, that 
by ſome religious ſigns and tokens of his 
own appointment, we ſhould make our ap- 
plications to him, who is ready and willing 
to hear us in all that we call unto him for? 
Our condition, as creatures receiving all 
from God, makes it moſt reaſonable and 
becoming, to acknowlege him by the Chri- 
| ſtian 


%. 
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ſtian ſacrifices of prayer and praiſes, on ac- 
Count of his bounty- and goodneſs, and of 
his unwearied providence, by which he pre. 
ſides over,. and governs all human affairs. 
A perſon that finds himſelf out of order, 
and a-wanting in ſo many things, as his con- 
dition here puts him under, will, of his own 


accord (ſincerity, and common ſenſe, being 


ſuppoſed) if he acts rationally and agreeably 
to indigent nature, have recourſe unto pray- 
er either by words, or without them. Find- 
ing that in himſelf he is far from being elf. 
ſufficient, or able to ſtand on his own bot- 

tom, he will naturally, when in ſtraits, aſk 
the favour and aſſiſtance of the Almighty; 

for it is here ſuppoſed that he has ſome be- 
lief of the ſupreme being, and a confidence 
n his bounty and goodneſs, faith implying 
both theſe. This ſhews its the duty I am 
treating of is both reaſonable and juſt, and 
that by proper acts, amongſt which prayer 
has its place, we ought to adore his immenſe 
bounty and goodnels, his infinite and un- 
wearied power in ſuſtaining us, and all things 
elſe, in their proper beings and arrangements. 
Prayer then, on our part, is a proper in- 
dex of our gratitude to God for his kind 


and * — and a natural ex- 
preſſion 


LY 
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preſſion of our dependence upon him, which 
juſtly he has a claim and right unto, ſeeing 
our beings, and all the bleſſings of Jife we 
enjoy, are all from his bountiful and mu- 
nificent hand. 
In orateful returns, therefore, for our be- 
ings, and for all the good we have, and do 
daily receive, of his bounty and goodneſs, 
prayer, as it includes adoration, praiſe, and 
thank({giving, as well as petition, becomes a 
reaſonable duty on our part, as well as a na- 
tural homage we owe unto God. As there- 
fore we ought highly to love and reverence 
him in our hearts, and with the inmoſt re- 
gards we are capable of, to eſteem him a- 
bove all other objects; ſo, by prayer and a- 
doration, explicitly to declare our veneration 
and honour of his perfections and excellen- 
cies, our grateful ſenſe of his bounty and 
goodneſs, to avouch our dependence upon 
his all-ſufficiency, our ſubmiſſion to his holy 
will and providence, to publiſh in praiſes 
the riches of his mercy and grace, to own 
the obligations we ly under to yield him an 
univerſal and unreſerved obedience, are 
things highly juſt and reaſonable; what in 
gratitude we owe unto him, and what ac. 
ey he 8 requires and expects 
from 
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from us. He is the Lord whom we muſt 
worſhip and ſerve; the. God whom praiſe 
waits for; who heareth prayer, and to 
whom therefore all fleſh, if they act agree: 


ably to the principles of ratignah nature, 
ſhould come. 


From what has been ſaid upon this — 
of diſcourſe, it is plain and evident, that, 


prayer, in its own nature and eſſence, is a 
duty and Jaw of natural, as well as of re- 
veled, religion, ariſing from the orinciples 
of rational nature, and neceſſarily reſulting 
from the relation we ſtand in unto God as 
his creatures, as he is the author of our be- 
ings, our almighty preſerver in them, and the 
fountain of all our comfortable enjoyments, 
and hopeful expectations. It is a natural 
and eſſential part of that homage and duty 
every creature of human race owes to the 
ſupreme being. It is a direct acknowlege- 
ment of all his glorious perfections and ex: 
cellencies, of his omnipreſence, omniſcience, 
and almighty power; a commemoration of 
his bounty, goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and truth, 
an expreſſion of our dependence upon him, 


and of our obligations to him. Prayer is un- 


deniably then a juſt and reaſonable tribute 
due to him, who is Lord of lards, and King 
1 


”" 
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of kings; a tribute befitting and becoming 
us, as ſubjects, and reaſonable creatures, to 
give, thereby to expreſs our grateful re- 
ſentments, and to make known our requeſts 
unto him, who is both able and willing to, 

do for us above all that we can either aſk 
or think, 


S'B. CT. 0k 


Of the neceſſity ef | prayer. id 


RAYER is a duty not only juſt and 
reaſonable in itfelf, and with reſpect to 


| that homage and worſhip we naturally owe 


unto God the proper object of it, as has been 
already ſhewn; but moreover, it is of abſo- 
lute uſe and importance with reſpect unto. | 
ourſelves. It is one ſpecial and neceſſary. 

means of our attaining unto higher degrees 
of perfection in the divine life, the life of 
God in the ſoul, than otherwiſe we can poſ. 


ſibly arrive unto in the omiſſion of it. The 


reſtoration and recovery of religious nature 
18 certainly a noble aim, a high attainment, 
and worthy the moſt eager purſuits and daily 
employment of the whole man; and the 

more 
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more ſo, that now the vital principles of re- 


| ligious life are fo low ſunk and weakened 


from what they were, by reaſon of thar ori- 
ginal pravity we are born with, with reſpect 


- to things ſupernatural and divine. 


Nothing therefore can be of greater mo- 
ment, nor of more happy conſequence to us, 
than to uſe our utmoſt endeavours, in order 
to recover, as far as is poſſible, our original 
concreated perfection, which conſiſted in the 


clear knowlege of God our maker, a right 


knowlege of ourſelves, a freedom from ſin, 
together with a potential maſtery over tem- 
ptations leading to it; and in having the 
lvely ſignatures of bolinek ſhining on e- 
very feature of the ſoul, by the advantages 


of which there neceſſarily reſulted a moſt 


beautiful and amiable reſemblance to our 


great archetype. That prayer is neceſſary 
unto this noble purpoſe and deſign, we think, 


will be denied by none, when we codfider, 
that, as a moral inſtrument, it hath a kind 


of real efficiency, and natural influence, in 


accompliſhing, in part, the ſeveral particu- 
Jars we have but juſt now made mention of. 


Becauſe, then, theſe things are of the higheſt - 


moment and importance of any thing that 
can employ the care and diligence, either 


of 
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of our religious or rational powers in this 
life, we ſhall endeavour to lay open the mat- 
ter before you, in a little ſurther enlarge- 
ment on the ſubje&, ſeeing this head of 
diſcourſe leads us fairly thereunto. . 


therefore, 
1. It is neceſſary, as it is a ſpecial means 


of arriving unto higher degrees in the know. 
lege of God, his nature, perfections, and 
will, than any the moſt elaborate and ſu- 
blime of our other ſtudies can. The right 
knowlege of God is the higheſt wiſdom we 
can attain unto, and more ennobles the ſu- 
preme powers and faculties of the ſoul, than 
the knowlege of all other the moſt exalted 
| ſciences. This made Lactantius ſay, Deum 
noſſe ſapientia, colere juſtitia, « 'T he know- 
lege of God is wiſdom, and his worſhip 
is juſt and reaſonable.” Prayer, on our 
part, above all other means, is the moſt 
conducive to our ſucceſs this way. As 
prayer, on the one hand, 'is a withdrawing 
from the world, in order to converſe with 
God, fo likewiſe, by placing us nearer the 
object, as it is a holy and reverent approach 
unto him, it muſt needs give us more clear 
and diſtinct perceptions of him 
. There 


i 
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book of nature, v ithout the guidance or 


leading of any higher principles. Baſil there- 
fore calls the world “ a ſchool, wherein rea- 
« ſonable ſouls are taught the knowlege of 
« God.” But this knowlege we have of 


him by the light of nature is but dark and 
obſcure, in compariſon of that which we 


have by revelation, and the knowlege we 


have of him by revelation is but unactive 


and ineffectual without prayer, God is only 
truly and ſavingly known by the revelation 


of the Spirit in the ſoul, which is a principle 
ol ſcience or knowlege the natural man is a 
ſtranger unto, and is unwilling to admit of. 
As the literal knowlege of God we arrive 
&*ternal revelation makes additional 


light of nature; in like manner, this know. 
lege of him we attain by-the Spirit of re- 
velation in the foul ſuperadds even to the li- 
teral a clearneſs of fight, and thoſe intimate 
perceptions of him thar are but ſeldom, if e. 
ver, any otherwiſe obtained than by prayer. 

'The light of nature will inform a man of 
the leaſt attention, that the world had a be- 


ginning, and he may, if he will, ſee and un- 
der- 


There is a natural knowlege even among 
the heathens, that may be fetched from the 


es to thoſe we have of him by che 
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or i th 
derſtand the inviſible things of God by the 
things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead, as the apoſtle ſpeaks; and 
mot&ver, the ſupperadded light of revela- 
tion will inform him who and-what this. God 
is with reſpect to his eſſence, ſubſiſtence, and 


attributes: but ſtill there is reſting a more 


inward and ſupernatural knowlege of him 
far exceeding both the former; a knowlege 


that neither the refinements of our own na- 


tural faculties, nor the deductions of reaſon, 


are able to let us into. This is a knowlege 
of God not proceeding from the light of na. 
ture alone, nor from external revelation a- 
lone, nor from both united. together, but 


from the enlightening and enlivening irra- 


dours and devotion of our prayers unto God, 


diations of the Spirit of wiſdom and know- 


lege proceeding from God himſelf. This 


is that know lege of God we muſt now aſpire 


and labour after, in order to counterpoiſe 
the i ignorance , of him we have contracted by 


our fall; a know lege that we muſt cry after, 
ift up che voice, and dig deep for, as the 
wiſe man ſpeaks, Prov. ii. 3, 4 This cry 
muſt be the cry of the ſoul, which is prayer, 


and the lifting up the voice mult be the ar- 
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chat he would vouchſafe us the true know- i 


lege of himſelf. 


In order to our obtaining this e 


treaſure of knowing our maker more inti- 


mately, and to better purpole, we are here 


to obſerve, that there is a double act of God 
in the derivation of the light and knowlege 


of himſelf into the ſoul, which makes prayer 
more neceſſary on this account, than in any 


other caſe that is not of the like importance. 
There is firſt the unvailing his face, who 
makes darkneſs his ſecret place, and dark 
waters and thick clouds of the ſkies his pa- 
vilion; -and next, there is the taking off the 


the ſcales of ignorance, error, and prejudice 
from our eyes, that the light and knowlege 


of himſelf may have an eaſier and more free 
acceſs into the ſoul. We are, by nature, 
blind to the things of God, till his grace and 
Spirit caule the ſcales to fall from off the 
eyes of our minds and underſtandings. Even 
thoſe in whoſe hearts God hath ſaid, Let 
there be light, have yet need to be further 
enlightened, and muſt ſtill pray, that their 
eyes may be more and more opened, that 

| they, who at firſt, as it were, ſaw men as 


trees . may come to ſee all things 
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— and ſaving knowlege of God, in 
his nature, perfections, and will, there muſt 
be a removing of the cloud from between his 
majeſty and us, and a diſcharging the viſive 
faculty of its blindneſs, by diſſipating theſe 
XZ miſts of ignorance and error that intercept 
our views of him. An hour ſpent in prayer 
is able to do more this way than the prayer- 
leſs enquiries of a long life, put forth in the 
ſtrength of our own natural powers and abi- 
lities. In the exerciſe of this duty, God is, 
as it were, brought down to be our inſtru- 
Qor; for, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, The Lord 
is nigh unto all that call upon him, to all that 
call upon him in truth. He is near them in his 
favour, and by the teaching of his Spirit, 
clearing up their apprehenſions, new form- 
ing their minds and underſtandings with ſuit- 
able and becoming conceptions of his nature 
and perfections, which, at the ſame time, 
warms the heart, and agitates the foul with 
more vital and cheriſhing influences on Chri- 
ſtian practice, than all other knowlege is able 
to accompliſh. | 

No knowlege is of any avail unto etertilh 
life, but the knowlege of God. The be: 
ginning, the increaſe, and perfection of this 
life, lies in the ſaving and ſupernatural know 


lege 
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Jege of the ſupreme being. * his faving and 


ſpiritual knowlege of him is no otherwiſe 
transfuſed into the ſoul but by the teaching 
of his Spirit; and the reaching of his Spirit 


'1s, with reſpect to us, no other way to be 
obtained but by prayer. Our knowlege of 


God, and divine things, ſprings not from a 
natural, but from a ſupernatural and divine 


light. It is neither an extract of nature, nor 
a branch growing out of the ſtock of our 


own natural powers and abilities; but it is 
of a divine and heavenly original, implanted 
in us by the Spirit of wiſdom and revela- 
tion. Prayer is the medium through which 
God tranſmits and ſends forth the rays of 


the ſpiritual light and knowlege of himſelf 
into the ſoul, and through which he con- 


veys ſpiritual ſtrength and vigour into our 
hearts, that we may know and love him 
better. 


The nearer we place ourſelves to the ob- 


ject, the more we ſee and know of its na- 
ture, properties, and excellencies. Thus, 
prayer brings us near God v pon a throne of 
grace, where, though he ſits in glory and 
majeſty, yet manifeſts his love unto us, by 


enlightening our minds in the knowlege of 


himſelf, and honours us, in the practice of 
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this die to entelvate an acquaintance with * 


= him, by which we gradually are let in to 
know him better, in his nature, and will; 


fix our affections upon him; join ourſelves 
in a covenant of friendſhip with him; and 
afterwards keep up a conſtant correſpond- 
ence with him in the ways of his own _ 
pointment. 
Reaſon, experience, and a may 
teach us, that without prayer we will cer- 
tainly labour either under an eſtrangement 
from God, or an averſion to him, neither 
deſiring the knowlege of him, nor of his 
ways. This made an eaſtern theologue ſug- 
geſt good counſel to his friend, whom a lit- 
tle before he had falſly accuſed of caſting 
off the fear of God, and of reſtraining prayer 
before him, Acquaint, ſaith he, rhy/elf with 
God, and be at peace with him, thereby good 
ſhall come unto thee; that is, renew thy ac- 
quaintance and converſe with God by pray- 
er, and thou ſhalt enjoy all the happineſs 
thy heart can deſire, a principal part gf 
which is the right knowlege of thy maker, 
in his nature, attributes, and will, whom 
thou chargeſt fooliſhly, becauſe thou art un- 
acquainted with him. Acquaintance, we 
know, amongſt men, and our better know- 
B 2 lege 
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lege of them, grows by our often converſ. 
ing together, and by our having frequent in- 
tercourſe with one another. So is it here; 
for, by accuſtoming ourſelves to ſpeak, and 
have intercourſe with God in prayer, we 
8 come unto higher meaſures of the knowlege 
of him; but, if otherwiſe, we grow ſtrang⸗ 
| 
{ 


-; 2 


ers to him, and he to us; we contract a ſpi- 
ritual ſhyneſs and eſtrangement from him, 
that we neither care for, nor deſire any 
further knowlege of him. 

A ſoul cannot approach aright unto God 
in prayer, but it muſt needs derive light and 
life from him, and thereby attain unto a more 
intimate knowlege of and acquaintance with. 
him. It opens the mind to higher, more 
noble, and more enlarged conceptions' of 
him, and fills it with more ſublime ideas of 
his majeſty and greatneſs, than any we are 
furniſhed with in the pureſt of our natural 
reaſonings. Moſes his face ſhined after he 
had converſed for ſome time with God upon 
the Mount; and of our Saviour himſelf, we 
are told, when upon the Mount of 'Franſ- 
figuration, that, as he prayed, the faſhion 
. of his countenance was changed. Prayer is a 

transfiguring or a transforming exerciſe; b xx 

re we — and draw in into the ſoul that 

know- | 
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OF PRA YER. 1 
knowlege of God, and divine thinge, that 
wildom and grace, and that joy and com- 
fort, that makes the face to ſhine. 

Hence we may ſee how neceſlary prayer 
is, for our attaining unto any ſuitable mea- 
fures of the right knowlege of our maker, 
that our behaviour towards him may, in 
ſome ſuitable degree, be correſpondent to 
his nature, perfections, and excellencies. It 
doth not conſiſt in the proper acts of our own 
_ underſtandings, but in a reception of divine 
illapſes and irradiations from God himſelf, 
who cannot be known aright by us, without 
ſome inward operation of himſelf in the fouk 
It is not the prize of a quick fancy, nor of 
natural reaſoning, but of a bended knee 
If therefore it is incumbent on us to implore, | 
as the light of nature teaches us it is, che 
aſſiſtance and bleſſing of God, for ſucceſs in 
the ordinary work of our daily callings, how 
much more and rather neceſſary is it we 
ſeek to him by the fame medium, for this 
treaſure of knowlege, the knowlege of him- 
ſelf, the ſtores whereof he keeps in his own 
hands, and diſtributes to every one, in their 
meaſure,. according as he is fought unto? 
2. As prayer is a proper means of attain- 

ing unto higher degrees in the knowlege of 
| B 3 | God, 
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men. 
ture, ignorant of himſelf, and knows not, 
that, in his natural ſtate, he is wretched, 


God, his nature, perfections, and will; ſo 
likewiſe it is an excellent expedient, a ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to our arriving unto a bet- 
ter and impartial knowlege of ourſelves, 
both what we are in our preſent ſtate, and 
what we have fallen from. For a man to 
know himſelf, was accounted among the an- 
tients, the higheſt pitch of wiſdom he could 
poſlibly arrive unto. Prayer for light and 
inſtruction in this important enquiry is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for all ranks and orders of 
Man is naturally a vain proud crea- 


miſerable, poor, blind, and naked. He is 
not ſenſible of his change from the image 


of God by creation, to the image of the de- 


vil by corruption. He is ſo ignorant of him- 
ſelf, that he underſtands not that human na- 


ture, being intirely lodged in our firſt pa- 


rents, from thence forward, it could not but 
be tranſmitted from them under the attain- 
der of guilt, a ſtain of diſhonour, and an 
| hereditary . diſeaſe of ſin and corruption. 


There is a vail over his eyes, that hides him 


from himſelf, and he covers himſelf with.the 


fig. leaves of falſe reaſonings, which, though 
be thinks they hide his ſhame, yet they do 


not 
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not back his wines: becauſe of ſome ſupe- 
rior qualities he knows himſelf poſſeſſed of 


above the other kinds of the animal crea- 


tion, he conſiders not, as the Lord ſpeaks 
by the Prophet, That the bed 1s Shorter than 
that a man can ſtretch himſelf upon it, and 
the covering narrewer than that be can wrap 
himſelf in it, He underſtands not the ex- 
tent of original ſin; the depravation of his 
rational powers; the lameneſs and weakneſs 


of his will; the impetuous turbulency of the 


human paſſions; nor the deceitfulneſs of his 
own heart; all which muſt needs make him 
an utter ſtranger to himſelf. 

It is true, indeed, that ſome of the an- 
tient philoſophers diſcovered, in general, 
and complained, that human nature was now 
corrupted, lying. under ſeveral diſorders and 
incommodments, that they could not well, 
with all their wiſdom, put to rights; but the 
principal reaſon of their complaint was, be- 
cauſe it would not anſwer the ends of their 
pride and ambition: as to the true cauſe and 
ſource of this diſorder, they knew nothing 
at all of it, becauſe it is not diſcovered bur 
by ſome rays of a ſupernatural light reflected 
on the ſoul from the Spirit of God, ſhewing 
man himſelf to himſelf. The light of a na- 
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tural conſcience will ſometimes convince 
men, and reprove them for groſs crimes and 
enormities, as having ſome kind of blemiſh 
in them; yet nevertheleſs the mere light of 
nature is dark and confuſed with reſpe& to 
man's natural ſtate and condition, which 
muſt neceſſarily make him ignorant and quite 
unknown to himſelf. ; 
But, in prayer, we ſhew forth what a 
ſenſe we have of ourſelves in acts of hu- 
miliation, felf-annihilation, ſelf- abaſement, 
ſelf-denial, confeſſion, contrition, godly for- X 
row, and repentance, every one of which are 1 


neceſſary ingredients in right eonducted pray- 
er. From the inward views we take of our- 
ſelves in the practice and repetition of theſe 
reflex acts, we come more and more to the F 
certain knowlege of what we really are by 
nature, and what we have fallen from by 
| fin. We ſee the truth of this, when we com- 
Pare the caſe of the proud and haughty pha- 
q riſee with the humble and penitent publican; 
[ the one came neither with a prayer in his 
1 heart, nor in his lips, but with a vain-glo- 
} rious and ſelfjuſtifying elogy of himſelf, God, 
T thank thee, that I am not as other men, etc. 
not knowing rightly what he was, and that, 


at bottom, he was nothing but a proud, vain- 
glorious, 
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glorious, and ſelfjuftifying hypocrite: the 
other came with a prayer from his heart as 
well as from his lips, ſmiting on his breaſt, 
and crying, Lord, have. mercy on me a fin- 
ver. In prayer he was led to ſue for mer- 
cy, from the ſenſe of what he was by na- 
ture, and: from the need he ſtood in of it; 
and, in prayer, he was let in to ſee and 
know what he was in himſelf, a ſinner. 
He ſaw what a world of happinefs he was 
fallen from, and-what a world of miſery he 
was fallen into; f 
We find that holy David, and others of 
the ſaints, came moſtly into the knowlege of 
themſelves, and what they were by nature, 
by the means of prayer. How often do We 
find him throughout the whole devotional 
part of his life, with bended knees, out- 
ſtretched arms, uplifted eyes, ſtrong cries, 
with contrition and godly ſorrow, by pray- 
er, expreſſing himſelf in theſe and the like 
ſtrains, Behold; J was Hupen in iniquity, 
1 and in ſin did my mother conceive me. Purge 
4 me with hyſop, and T fhall be clean; waſh 
E me, and I ſhall be whiter than the ſnow, 
3 MFho can underſtand- his errors? Cleunſe 
F thou me from ſecret faults; keep back thy 
ſervant alſo from preſumptuous ſins ; let them 
Ee B 5 | "mn 
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not have dominion over me. Create à clean 


| heart in me, O God, and renew a right ſpi- | 


rit within me. Have mercy upon me, O Lord, 


for I am weak. O Lord, heal me, for my 


bones are ſore vexed; my ſoul is fore vexed 
alſo; heal my ſoul, for I have ſinned againſt 
thee. Open mine eyes; teach me thy judg- 
ments and knowlege, etc. All which, and 
the like -petitions, ſhews what an inward 
ſenſe and knowlege this holy man had of 
| himſelf with reſpect to his ſtate and condi- 
tion by nature. By prayer he was let in to 
ſee what he was in himſelf; and, in prayer, 
he addreſſes himſelf to God for the remedies 


of his grace to deliver him from the miſery 


his natural ſtate had brought him into. 
The man that lives without prayer lives 


in the natural and radicated ignorance of 
himſelf he is born with. He is ignorant of 
his own frame and compoſition, and knows 


not what manner of ſpirit he is of, nor is a- 


ware of the ſeeds of corruption that are lurk- 


ing and daily ſpringing up in his heart. He 


3s inſenſible of the wounds and ſores he is 


labouring under, and how deformed and 
ugly his fall has made him in the eyes of a 
pure and holy God. He knows not that 
the whole head is ſick, and the whole heart 


faint, 
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Ginn nor apprehends that the heart is de- 


ceitful above all things, deceitful in its ap- 


prehenſions of things, in the hopes and con- 


fidences which it builds itſelf upon, and in 
the aſſurances it frames and faſhions to it- 


ſelf; all which ſhews how little he is ac- 


quainted with, and how ignorant he 1s of 
himſelf. - 
If therefore any fi N and humbly de- 


ſires to know himſelf, what he is by nature, 


and what he may be by grace, how diſor- 
dered he is in his whole frame and texture, 


and, for the moſt part, is deſtitute of his o- 


riginal beauty and comelineſs, without the 


knowlege of which he knows little of him- 


- ſelf, let him pray, and pray often, for that 
informing light of the Spirit of God that is 


neceſſary to conduct him in taking an impar- 
tial ſurvey and cognition of himſelf. With- 
out prayer we will neyer make any ſucceſs- 
ful progreſs in our diſcoveries what we are 
in ourſelves; and yet the right diſcerning 
of this is the firſt evidence that we have re- 
ceived any the ſmalleſt rays of ſpiritual and 
ſupernatural light into the foul. 

3. Prayer is neceſſary, in that it has a 


kind of real efficiency in the way of a mo- 
ral inſtrument to bring under the power 


and 
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| and: dominion of ſin. ; It is found. in the CX-- 
perience of all the ſaints, that there is ſuch 
a contrariety of natural qualities and affecti- 
ons between ſin and prayer, that, conſider- 
ing them both together, one of theſe two 
things will neceſſarily follow, namely, ei- 
ther our ſins and vices will extinguiſh and 
put out prayer, or prayer will procure the 
extirpation, or, at leaſt, weaken the power 
of ſin and vice. By it, as a fit and power- 
ful inſtrument, God conveyeth ſtrength to 
ſubdue bad inclinabtions, to reſtrain ſenſual 
appetites, to ſuppreſs inordinate and irregu- 
lar paſſions, to evade enſnaring allurements 

to evil, and to overcome all thoſe diſcou- 
ragements a preſent evil world ſurrounds us 
with in the way of duty. On our part it is 
certainly the moſt ſovereign antidote, and 
the moſt powerful remedy we can poſſibly 
uſe againſt the ſpreading contagion and in- 
fection of ſin; it is the nobleſt effort we can 
make both againſt it, and all temptations 
leading to it; nor is it eaſy for him to fall by 
this enemy, who comes forth in the armour 
of prayer, to encounter its aſſaults, 

A main and principal part of prayer con- 
ſiſts of petitions, for the aids of his grace and 
Spirit to conquer ſin. No man prays as be- 
comes 
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comes him, nor joins with others, who pray 
as they ought; but requeſts and: ſupplica- 
tions, for the ſupplies: of his grace, and the 
aids of his Spirit, to make a ſtand: againſt this 
old enemy of our ſalvation, will make up a 
main and eſſential part of his prayers, and 
will principally be ſo, when the mind is 
heartily and ſincerely engaged in the great 
deſign of having it conquered and brought 
under. Theſe petitions and: requeſts a- 
gainſt the power and reign of ſin, in as far 
as they are. humble, and from the heart, 
are wrought in us, and dictated to us by the 
Holy Ghoſt, who therein makes interceſſion 
for us, according to the mind and will of 
God. He forms and works-in us a temper 
and diſpoſition of foul that qualifes and 
makes us fit to put up prevailing requeſts 
unto God, for the aids and ſupplies of his 
grace, Wherewith the body of fin may be 
brought low, mortified, and, at length, quite 
deſtroyed. The expediency and fitneſs of 
prayer for ſubduing the power and dominion 
of ſin, lies in the conſecration of God, ap- 
pointing it as an excellent means for obtain- 
ing this noble end and purpoſe; therefore, 
acording as the hand of faith is lifted up un- 
to God in prayer, the tyranny of ſin leſſens 
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in its power and vigour; and, as It N 
down, and grows weary and more feeble, 
the power of ſin. increaſes, and grows 
{tronger and ſtronger. 

All juſt and reaſonable complaint has a re- 
ſpect to ſomething that is grievous and be- 
yond the power of the complainer to relieve 
_ [himſelf from. The firſt work of prayer with 

reſpect to ſin, is complaint, both of what it 
is in itſelf, and what it is to us; that, in it- 
ſelf, it is deformity in the very abſtract, and 

to us the ſtain and blemiſh of our nature, the 
higheſt infelicity of the creature, and a bur- 
den too heavy for us to ſubſiſt under, unleſs 
the weight thereof is leſſened, and made 
more eaſy by the comforts and conſolations 
of the Holy Spirit, ſealing unto us the pardon 
and forgiveneſs of it. The ſoul therein 
pours out before the Lord its complaints a- 
gainſt it, and ſhews before him the diſtreſs 
and anguiſh it undergoes upon the account 

thereof. This it doth, by making an o- 
pen and free confeſſion of it, and a humble 
acknowlegement of its guilt and heinous ag- 
gravations, crying out with ſhame and ſor- 
row becauſe of the deceitful compliances it 
makes to its unlawful ſolicitations, a 

No- 
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Nothing is more pleaſing in the ears of a 
* God, than from a pure and unfeigned 
love unto him; from ardent and affectionate 
deſires of complying with his mind and will 
in all dutiful obedience; from the earneſt 
panting of our ſouls after theſe intellectual 
pleaſures that flow from communion and fel- | 
lowſhipwith him; from conſtant endeavours 
after aſſimulation or likeneſs to him; we ſay 
nothing is more pleaſing to him, nor becom- 
ing us, than to come with our complaints to 
him, becauſe of the diſtance we are kept at 
from theſe things; by the captivating power 
of ſin. Nothing is more pleaſing to him, than 
to come often into his preſence with an holy 
awe of his dread Majeſty upon our ſpirits, 
proſtrating ourſelves in all humility before 
him, and calling our ſins to remembrance 
with ſhame and ſorrow, confeſling their in- 
finite number and great guilt, and all this 
with that holy fear and reverence on our 
ſouls that will make us afraid of f committing 
them again. 
Certainly, if we are ſincere and upright 
before God in this matter, no man can be fo 
fooliſh and ſenſeleſs, as to repeat thoſe ſins 
which he did but juſt now heartily bemoan 
and bewail before the Lord in prayer, and, 
from 
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from his heart, renounce and reſolve a- 


gainſt. Theſe complaints poured: out be. 
fore him; theſe mighty out. cries againſt 


its deceitfulneſs, and the violent inroads 


it makes into the ſoul, are acceptable, 


and well pleaſing to him, and mightily pre- 
vail with him, to afford us his ſupernatural 


aids and aſſiſtances, i in order to ſucedur us in 
our ſpiritual conflicts againſt it. This duty, 


then, we ſee, is really conducive, and has 
a kind of moral efficiency in leſſening, and 
bringing under the power and reign of ſin 
in the ſoul; nor is there any doubt, but 
that certainly it is the more ſo, becauſe all 
the graces of the Spirit, whereby it is weak. 
ened and oppoſed, are, in prayer, awakened 


and drawn forth unto this holy end and pur- 


poſe, which therefore makes this duty indiſ- 


penſibly neceſſary. 


4. It is neceſſary, as it is an appoſi ite or fit 
means for promoting, cheriſhing, and main- 
taining holineſs in the ſoul. Prayer hath a 
vaſt and wonderful influence on the affections 


and difpoſitions of men; for, by conſtancy 


and perſeverance 1 in this duty, it will cer- 
tainly, at length, mould and faſhion our 


minds into ſuch a temper and heaven born 
frame of ſpirit, _ religion, in the ordina- 


tion 
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tion and appointment of God, is deſigned 
for to make them. It is, of all other means, 
the moſt effectual to purify the ſou], and dif- 
poſe it unto a holy temper, and a religious 
turn of thought; and may therefore bꝭ term- 


ed the Chriſtian's great arcanum, or compo- 


ſing medicine, that be continually has re- 
courſe unto, for quieting his mind under all 
the troubles and anxieties he 1s at any times 


perplexed with, Tr is one of the moſt pow- 


erful inſtruments that can be thought of, fot 
promoting the divine life, the life of God 
in the ſoul. This it is, becauſe it excites, 
quickens, and maintains every pious and de- 
vout affection in us; nor ean the love of God 


be otherwiſe kindled and kept alive in the 


ſoul, than by the frequent exerciſe and pra-: 


of this holy duty. 


Moſt of all, in prayer, a man ſeems com 
vinced and inwardly perſuaded. of the beau- 
ty and happineſs of a holy life, and he feels, 


with an inward joy and gladneſs, that bis 
peace, his pleaſure, his truſt and confidence, 


his hope, and all the other Chriſtian virtues, 
grows up, and flouriſhes, according as this 


duty is cultivated and improved. The 


breathings of the Holy Spirit, which, in 


the way of his grace and favour to us, are 
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aſſiſting in this holy duty, fills the minds of 
pious ſouls with theſe repaſts of joy, peace, 
and hope, that chears and comforts them 
in their Chriſtian courſe heaven- ward, and 
makes them diſreliſh all the pleaſures of a 
ſenſual and ſinful life. In the exerciſe of 
this duty, the ſoul is poſſeſſed with an holy 
awe of the divine majeſty; with a grateful 
ſenſe of his unmerited goodneſs; with the 
wonder of his unſpeakable love; and the 
heart is filled with a horror againſt G in, whilſt. 
(ll we enumerate, and call over to our remem- 
4 brance our tranſgreſſions in all their aggra- 
vating circumſtances. By this means the 
practice of this duty becomes the only ſure 
guard of our piety and a good conſcience, 
ſeeing no man can indeed be a faithful ſer- 
vant of God, a real friend to holineſs and 
true goodneſs, nor keep himſelf in an even- 
ly pace in the ways of righteouſneſs, with- 
out a conſtant tenor of devotion kept up 
in life im the ſoul, by the exerciſe of prayer. 
As prayer is the moſt effectual means, of 
all others, for promoting practical and real 
religion in life and converſation; it is there- 
fore defigned for higher and more noble 
ends, than merely to be a cloak for hypo- 


crites and formaliſts in religion, or to ſerve. 
the 
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the turn of mere form and ſhow. It is de- 
ſigned, in the way of God's dealing with 
men, for drawing down upon ourſelves, by 
imploring the divine favour, ſuch influences 


of his grace and ſpirit, as will ſanctify and 


exalt our nature into the divine likenels. 
It is deſigned to be the means of poſſeſ⸗ 
ſing our minds with that conſtant ſenſe of 
divine truths, that will make them govern 
and live in our lives. It is a practical and 
powerful engine of working all good affecti- 
ons and diſpoſitions in us; and theſe, again, 
are they that ſweeten and endear to our 
ſouls the practice of true piety and holineſs. 
And thus only are we enabled, with chear- 
fulneſs and delight, to run in che way of 
God's commandments. 

We cannot be frequent and ſerious in the 
practice of this holy duty, without growing 
better in the general courſe and tenor of 


our lives; nor can we leave it off, or grow 


cold and formal in it, without degenerating 
and growing worſe. The diligent perform- 
ance of this duty leaves ſo ſenſible a ſa- 
tisfaction behind it, gives ſuch a different 


turn to the mind for the better, and inſpires 


it with ſuch heavenly diſpoſitions, that the 
public exerciſes of the temple, and the pri- 
vate 
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vate retirements of the eloſet never go off 


without ſome grateful reliſh and ſome pow- 
erful effe&, unleſs either too ſeldom repet- 
ed, or too negligently and ſuperficially per- 
formed, 

Uſe and practice i in this duty! is a princi- 
pal means to fix and conſolidate the mind 


into the likeneſs and form of it. The ſaint 


and child of God is never raiſed unto a high- 
er elevation of ſoul; never feels himſelf more 
intenſe in the warmths and glows of ſera- 
.phic love unto God, and delight in him; nor 


is more reſolved and determined in his pur- 


ſuits after holineſs, than in prayer. This 
makes him ſometimes continue in, and come 
off from prayer above all impreſſions from 


ſin as to inclination and compliance. But 


when we are cold and heartleſs in this du- 
ty; when we do not pray often, nor with 
that care and preparation of heart that be- 
comes us, how obſcure and imperfect are 
our conceptions of God? and how flat and 
taſteleſs are the reliſhes and ſavour we have 
of divine things? In this caſe, how doth a 
worldly and ſenſual temper of mind increaſe 
and grow upon us? and how lazy and care- 
leſs are our lives with refpe& to the vitals 
of: ſincere and undiſguiſed religion? Then 
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it is that the divine life within languiſhes 
and pines away, as to any ſenſe or feelings 


we have of it in the ſoul, and the Spirit it- 
ſelf in its gifts and operations ſeems, for any 


thing we can tell, to be quenched and ex- 


tinguiſhed. 

Were we more frequent and fervent in 
prayer, how holy and humble would our lives 
be? how ſpiritual and heavenly-minded our 
ſouls, in the daily courſe and tenor of our 
beingsandexiſtencehere? with whatglorious 
thoughts of the divine majeſty? with what 
fears and jealouſies of the world and the fleſh 
would our minds be pofleſſed of? and what 
a mighty and ſtriking influence would all this 


have upon our lives and converſations ? 


would fuch a frame of ſoul always continue 
with us, how happy and heaven-born like 
ſhould we be? But however ſhort we 
come up to this pitch of temper and diſpoſi- 


tion of foul, we mult ſtill own and confeſs, 


that the frequent and repeted practice of this 
duty, is the ſureſt way, on our part, of 
reaching forth after it, that, at length, we 
attain unto ſuch a meaſure of perfection in 


holineſs, as without which no man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. 
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That prayer is incumbent on all ranks and 
| orders Fe men. 


F prayer is bole: reaſonable and neceſ- 


ſary; as, we hope, has been in ſome 
good meaſure proved, then it will plainly" 
follow, that to pray is every man's duty in 
every place, at any time, and under all 
circumſtances whatſoever, If therefore it 
be enquired, by whom is God to be ad- 
dreſſed in prayer? The anſwer is plain 
and ready: by every capable ſubje&, whe- 
ther he is in a ſtate of nature or of grace; 
whether he is bond or free, high or low, 
rich or poor, or whatever his condition and 
place be in the world. Kings, upon their 
thrones of ſtate, muſt, as well as the mean- 
eſt, be humble petitioners at the throne of 
grace, ſeeing all the race of mankind, with- 

- out exception, ſtand in an equal relation to 
God as his creatures, who is equally their 
Lord and Sovereign, and with whom there 
is no reſpect of perſons. | 
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We have the example and practice of the 
greateſt and wiſeſt princes, of the beſt and 


moſt ſober part of mankind, yea, even of the 


world's bleſſed Redeemer himſelf, who ſpent 
whole nights alone in prayer, to evince the 
truth of our obligations to the practice of this 
holy duty. We have likewiſe as expreſs pro- 
miſes as any in ſcripture, and the faithful - 
neſs of God engaged for their accompliſh- 
ment, that if we call upon him, he will 


hear and anſwer us. In this appears the 3 


grace and glory of his kingdom, and the 
clemency of his rule and government, that 
his ſubjects have not only the liberty of pe- 
titioning him, but, moreover, all the en- 
couragement that can be deſired, to hope 
and believe they ſhall ſucceed. He is al- 
ways within call of our prayers and requeſts, 
whatever place or corner of the earth we 
are in, and we will find ourſelyes always 
within reach of his a. whenever we call 
upon mM, 7 oo 

Were we to ſearch the regiſters of all the 
ſaints that ever lived from the beginning of 
time to this very day, it would be found, that 
one of the faireſt and brighteſt ſtroaks in 
their whole character, whether moral or re- 
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ligious, was, that they were men of prayer. : f 
They had the ſpirit of prayer and ſupplica- } 
tion dwelling in them, and all of them kept | 


up a holy intercourſe and correſpondence 
with heaven in the exerciſe of this divine 


piece of worſhip. Prayer is the natural and 


proper diſcourſe of the children of God; and 
you may as ſoon find a living man without 


breath, as a living Chriſtian without prayer. 


As ſpeech and reaſon are peculiar gifts, where- 
by men are diſtinguiſhed from the merely 
brute and animal world; in like manner, 
the ſpirit of prayer is chat which ſevers and 


diſtinguiſhes the truly pious and religious 


from the reſt of mankind. Prayer is the 
peculiar and proper idiom of pious ſouls, and 
the genuine dialeC of holy citizens, that are 
in their way and journey heaven-ward. As 
God, from the immenſe bounty and benig- 
nity of his nature graciouſly condeſcends to 
ſj — to us from heaven in his word and or- 
dinances; ſolikewiſe from the ſame ſource of 
grace and goodneſs, he is pleaſed to honour 
and put dignity upon us, by allowing us to 
ſpeak from earth to him in heaven, although 


he dwells in light inacceſſible, a light that 


no man can approach unto and live. 


None, 


— , Us 
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None, who own the edifice of a ft- 
preme being, or that acknowlege prayer 


to be a part of the homage we owe to him, 
can deny it to be incumbent on all them 


that are renewed in the ſpirir of their minds, 
and are born again, ſeeing reſpiration des 
not more properly agree to a living creature 
that is perfect in its kind, than prayer doth 
to a heaven-born foul. All who live by 
faith, they breathe that life by prayer. 
Prayers, ſent up in faith to the throne of 
grace, are a true ckaracteriſtic, and a diſtin- 
guiſhing mark of the new birth; and there- 
fore our bleſſed Lord informs Ananias, in 
order to take off the fear of a meſſage he 


Was about to ſend him concerning Saul, and 


that now he verily was converted to the 


Chriſtian faith, which before he perſecuted, 


Behold, he prayeth. The principle of the 


divine life doth, if not always, yet very og 


ten, manifeſt and ſhew forth itſelf in prayer; 
nor is it more natural for the fun to ſhine, 
or the fire to burn, than for the regenerate 
or heaven. born ſoul to pray. The new crea- 


ture is made for this very end and purpoſe, 


namely, to converſe with God in Prayer. 
The principle of the divine life works in a 


ene that is conſtant and regular; and, 


C W 
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when once infuſed into the ſoul, it directs 


the eyes to look upwards unto the throne 


of grace, ever .nouriſhing this holy fire in 


the ſoul, till it is ſafe lodged in heaven. It 
is therefore certain, and a matter paſt all 
doubt, that they, who are renewed in the 
ſpirit of their minds, are ſecretly, but yet 
| ſweetly, of their own accord, brought to 
this holy intercourſe with him in prayer. 
But, as to the unrenewed part of man. 
kind, who are yet in a ſtate of nature, there 
are ſome who doubt, though we think with- 
out good reaſon, whether or not, they ought 
to approach God by invocation and prayer, 
ſeeing it is ſaid, He ſhall they call on him, 
in whom they have not believed? He that 
turneth away his ear from hearing of the law, 
even his prayer is an abomination. The ſa- 
erifices of the wicked are an abomination to 
the Lord; with many other ſuch like texts 
of ſcripture that might be named, were there 
occaſion for it. nn, 
To obviate, therefore, this groundleſs 
ſeruple, we would have ſuch to conſider, 


that though men, as long as they are in a 


natural ſtate, and unrenewed in the ſpirit 
of their minds, cannot call upon God as 
ay ought; yet it will not therefore follow, 


that 


A 2 
r 


that they ought not as they can. It is bad 
reaſoning to argue from tlie denial of the 
power, to the denial of the duty altogether. 
We know that the creditor does not loſe his 
2 upon the debtor's giving way, or prov- 

g inſolvent. In all the precepts we have 
in 3 for binding the obligations of 
this duty upon us, there are no exceptions 
made of unregenerate perſons, as if they 
were not bound in duty to pray as well as 


are yet in a mere ſtate of nature unto all 


nation of perſons. Prayer is a part of that 
homage, that, by the law of nature, every 
man, be his condition what it will, owes 
unto his maker. Therefore all, whoſe duty 
it is to acknowlege God to be their creator 
and preſerver, and that in him they live, 
move, and have their beings, are bound to 
teſtify their dependence upon him, by peti- 
tionary prayer for what they want, and to 
own thankfully, in praiſes to him, that their 
beings, preſervation, and all the bleſſings of 


it ſeeing he is their creator and n ets + as 
as well as of other men. 
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others. The law of nature obligeth ſuch as 


the duties of that law; without any diſcrimi- 


nature they enjoy, are derived from him, 
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Men, in a mere ſtate of nature, are o- 
bliged, as well as others, to all the duties 


required by the law of nature; and, conſe- 


quently, are bound to know and acknow- 
lege God to be the only true God, and, in 
an explicit manner, to declare the ſame by 
prayers and addreſſes to him. Not only are 
they bound to pray for themſelves, and by 
themſelves alone, but alfo for others, and 
to join in prayers with the public. There 
is a ſaying of Maimonides, that carries in it 
its own beauty and elegance, wherein he 
expreſſes himſelf to this purpoſe, © He that 
«- dwells either in town or country, where 
« there is a ſynagogue, and joins not in 
e prayers with the public aſſembly, is de- 
4 ſervedly looked upon as a bad neigh- 
% bour,” The reaſon he gives for his ſay- 
ing ſo, when rightly conſidered, has in it 
a great deal of truth and ſtrength of argu- 


ment; Becauſe, faith he, by ſuch negh- 


% gence and omiſſions, he withdraws from 
„the public what, in duty, he owes to o- 
e thers living in the ſame ſociety with him- 
_ « ſelf,” Let them, then, whoſe practice 
it is to loiter at home, withdrawing them- 
ſelves from public ordinances, conſider how 
they acquit themſelves from this natural 
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= duty they owe to their fellow-members and 


brethren of mankind, Although the pray- 
ers of wicked and unregenerate men, livingin. 
a mere (tate of nature, cannot pleaſe God, 
in order to ſalvation, ſave only i in a very re- 
mote manner; yet, nevertheleſs, they may 
go a great way with him for obtaining ſome 
temporal benefits, or momentary bleſſings, 
either to themſelves, or others, as we ſee in 
the examples of Ahab bumbling himſelf at 
the threatenings of the prophet, and the Ni- 
nevites at the preaching of Jonah. 

It is true, indeed, that there is a a great 
deal of difference between the prayers of a 


ſoul that is renewed, and in a ſtate of graee, 
and the prayers of one in a mere ſtate of 


nature, and without God in the world. 


This is plain, if we conſider the grounds, 


or the right, that each of them proceeds 
upon The man that is born again prays 


from the endearing right and relation of ſon- 


ſhip-he has with God as his father; but the 
unrenewed man prays only from the right 
of creatureſhip he derives from God as his 


creator, a relation that is common ro him 


with all other things, There is likewiſe 
a great deal of difference in the principles 
from which each of their prayers have their 


C3. riſe 
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riſe and ſpring. The one prays from a 
principle of laving faith in the heart; and 
therefore it is called the prayer of faith; 
but the other prays only from the natural 
appetite of a creature conſulting its own ſen- 
ſual and carnal intereſts, or from ſome kind 
of dogmatical or hiſtorical faith, whereby 
he believes, in ſome languid and faint man- 
ner, that there is a God that helps the mi- 
ſerable; and therefore their prayers are ſaid 
to be only an howling, and not a crying 
unto God with their hearts. 

Yer, notwithſtanding this, men, in a mere 
| ſtate of nature, and, as yet, unrenewed in 
the ſpirit of their minds, are bound to pray 


in virtue of that duty they owe unto God 
as their maker; and likewiſe, for that mea- 
ſure of grace, whatever it is, he is pleaſed 
to beſtow upon them. That paſſage made 
mention of in ſcripture, concerning Simon 


Magus, where the apoſtle Peter exhorts him 


to repent of his great wickedneſs; and, at 


the ſame time, enjoins him to prayer, if, 
perhaps, the thoughts of his heart might be 
forgiven him, is a plain proof for the aſſer- 
tion we have juſt now in hand. We have 
likewiſe plain reaſon, or common ſenſe, giv- 
ing its aſſent and ſuffrage to the ſame truth. 


This 
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This dictates to us, that, from amongſt the 
ſeveral evils that may accompany any action, 
that is certainly to be choſen which is leaſt; 


the reaſon is, becauſe a leſſer evil, with re- 


ſpect to a greater, has ſome ſhew or appear- 


ance of comparative good in it; and there- 


fore the moſt eligible of the two. From 

hence, then, we reaſonably conclude, that 
it is leſs diſpleaſing-unto God for an unrege- 
nerate perſon to pray after the beſt way and 


manner he can, than to ceaſe from the duty 


altogether. When he prays as well and as 
earneſtly as he can, he doth tuat which in it- | 


ſelf is good, as to the matter and ſubſtance of 


the action, although he fails and comes ſhort 


as to the manner of performing it. We ſay, 


then, that this is leſs diſpleaſing unto God, 
than to omit the duty altogether, ſeeing 
prayer is an at and duty of that natural ho- 


: mage and worſhip, that the light of a natu- 


ral conſcience teaches even heathens them- 
ſelves to be indiſpenſibly due-to the ſupreme. 
being. How much rather then ought we 
Chriſtians, who have the ſupperadded light 
of revelation, to be perſuaded into the be- 
lief and practice of this amiable and divine 
duty, ſeeing God, in the ſcriptures, aſcer- 

a | C 4 rains 
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tains us of himſelf, that he is the hearer of 

prayer, unto whom all fleſh ſhould come. 
From the whole, then, upon this head, 

we may ſee that prayer is the duty of all 


Tanks and orders of men. There is no ex- 
emption from this obligation, whether we 
are in a ſtate of nature or of grace; Whether 


we are of a public or private character; 
whether we live in city or country; whe: 
ther we are high or low, rich or poor; or 
whatever our circumſtances in this world 


are, from the king on the throne, to the 
beggar on the dung-hill: all ly under obli- 


gations to the practice of this duty. All 
mankind ought to make their addreſſes to 
God in prayer, and to pay him homage in 
this duty, as being their rightful Lord and 
Sovereign. They have all, without reſerve, 
ſome claim and title, ſome right or other, 
to be their warrant, and to excite them to 
the practice of this holy rr. This r 
have, 

1ſt, By a right founded on their creation. 
To pray, is, properly, the act of a rational 
creature, taking the word, properly, in its. 
ſtricteſt ſenſe and meaning, as agreeing to all 
mankind, and to them only. The light of 


nature teaches us, that to men only belongs 


a right 
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a right by creation of going to God by pray. 
er. It is true, indeed, Adam, our firſt pa- 
rent, the moment he fell, forfeited his ori- 
ginal right of intercourſe and communion. 
with God. This he was conſcious of; and 
therefore, when he heard his voice in the 
garden, he ran into ſome thicker, thinking 


there to hide himſelf from God, as knowing 


he had loſt all right of acceſs unto him. By | 
loſing his original righteouſneſs, the beanty | 
and ornament of hisfoul, which might have 
been introduQive ro him at all times into the 
preſence of God, he loſt his right of inter- 
courſe with him; nor had he any tide there- 
unto, not even as a rational creature, till God, 
of his infinite bounty and goodneſs, made a 

recognition” of his title in the promiſe of the 
Bleſſed ſeed of the woman, which is Chriſt, 


By his fall, he loſt his right of acceſs unto 


God in that way of intercourſe he was wont 
to converſe him in; and, by his fall, his ori- 
ginal right anderwent a ſyncope, or ſudden 
proftration, till God was pleaſed, in virtue 
of the promiſed ſeed, to renew and reſtore 
it, By this he obtained a fundamental pow 
er, both for himſelf, and his poſterity, to 
perform that obedience which is required in 
faith and repentance, which, if improved, 

| © Þ gives. 
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gives us again a right of going unto God in 
prayer, on the account of our being his ra- 
tional creatures, and the workmaplhip of his 
own hands. 

- 2dly, By a right founded upon man's re- 
demption; when the law, of God was againſt 
us, and his truth and juſtice taking part 
with his law, his infinite wiſdom and mercy 
found out a way to preſerve the honour of 
both, and to fatisfy the demands of the law, 
through the price of our redemption pur- 
chaſed by Chriſt, that thereby we might re- 
gain the favour and privilege of keeping up 
Intercourſe with him inprayer. By virtue of 
our redemption purchaſed by Chriſt, God 
has turned the tribunal of his juſtice into a 
throne of grace; and this is one of the great 
privileges of his purchaſe, that we may now 


go unto him by prayer, through faith in his 


name and merits. Chriſt, by his propitia- 
tory ſacrifice in our redemption, and by waſh- 
ing us in his own blood, has made us kings 


and prieſts unto God, and our father. There- 


fore, as under the law, it was the office and 
duty of the Aaronical prieſthood, to offer up 
facrifices, as for the people, ſo likewife for 
themſelves; ſo now it is the office and duty 
of all who own themſelves incorporated into 

the 
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the ſociety of the Chriſtian prieſthood, to 
offer up daily unto God the ſpiritual ſa- 
crifices of prayers, praiſes, and thankſgiv- 
ings, "ſeeing it was for this very end, in vir- 
tue of our redemption, that we are built up 
a ſpiritual houſe, a holy and royal prieſthood, 
ro offer up ſpiritual facrifices, holy and ac- 
ceptable ro God, which is our reaſonable 
ſervice. 
2dly, From a right we obtain by adoption. 
Becauſe we are ſons, ſaith the apoſtle, God 
has ſent the. Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father. This is our glory 
and honour purchaſed by Chriſt, that now 
we may call God our father; and to whom 
ſhould children go, if not unto their father ? 
It is a known maxim in the civil law, v2, 
Onera ejus qui in adoptionem datus eſt ad pa- 
trem adoptivum transferuntur ; that is, “All 
« theburdenandneceſlarycharges, the child, 
* by adoption, mult be at, falls to the ſhare 
of the adopting father; or, which is the 
* ſame, are transferred upon him who comes 
under that relation.” All the neceſſary 
expence we are at in our way heaven ward; 
all the ſupplies we are in need of, bete 2 
of nature or of grace, falls to the ſhare 1 
our heavenly father to beſtow upon us, and 
Pro- 
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provide us in, from the relation we ſtand un- 
to him, of being his children by adoption. 
The conſideration of God's being a father 
to us, is a high ground of our confidence in 


prayer, and a ftrong motive to exeſte his 


love and kindneſs towards us. We have 


therefore a tight, by adoption, te make our 


addreſſes to him as a Father, ſeeing the rela- 
tion is real, really purchaſed, and really 


confirmed. God the Father is as really and 


ſurely our father by grace, as Chriſt the Son 


is his Son by nature. With what confidence, 


then, will not a child aſk? and with what 
bowels of mercy, of love and kindneſs, will 
not a father give? It was to our ſhame and 


diſgrace, that, by diſcbedience and rebel. 


lion, we forfeited our title of ſon-ſhip. It 


is. our honour and dignity, that we are 


made capable of this relation again. It is: 
our privilege, that, through Chriſt, we are 
invited to return to our former relation; 
and it will be our honour and happineſs, 
to cultivate and improve it, by conſtant and 
dutiful addreſſes to our moſt merciful and 


compaſſionate father, who is able to do for 


us above all that we can either aſk or think. 
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CAVIN G, in the pebveding pages, 


ſpoken à little of the teaſonablenels: 
and neceſſity of prayer, and proved chat it 


is a duty incumbent on all ranks and orders 
of men, be their condition and character 


what it will in the world, I come now, in 
the next place, to give you a ſummary, or 
ſhort abrigement, with reſpect to the matter 
of prayer, or what the things are we are 
chiefly and more principally to pray for. 
Here we ſtand in need of a guide; and here 


we are to be upon our guard, chat we fall 


not in and join with them, of whom! the a- 
poſtle ſpeaks in that ſmart and cutting re- 


proof of his, where he. tells them, 7+ 22 


and receive not, becauſe ye aft amiſs, Zhat Jer 


nau conſume it upon your tufts... 


God calls for, and requires fromus, theſ] ſpi- 


ritual factifice of prayer, and informs Us, for 


our encouragement, that he has not faid to 
any of the houſe of Jacob, Seet ye my face 
in vain. Although he has pr ropoſed cer- 
rain ends to himſelf, chat we cannot pry 
into, = we are not to think that he has 

| put 
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put himſelf, and every particular thing, un- 
der ſuch irreverſible decrees, that he has 
left himſelf no room to grant favours, or to 
prevent evils, at the humble and fervent de- 
ſires of them who aſk of him in faith. The 
| glorious and incomprehenſible perfection of 

God's unchangeableneſs doth not import 


that he is inexorable, and that it is in vain 
to pray to him, becauſe, from all eternity, 


he hath immntably decreed all things that e-. 
ver were in time, to come to paſs. I God 
did not determine with foreſight, and in con- 


ſideration of the earneſt deſire, and fervent 


ſupplications of his rational creatures, as 

the object of his decree, and not as the mere 
antecedents of it; this, indeed, would be 
too hard and intricate an objection to expect 
a ſatisfying ſolution of. 


But there is nothing in ſcripture more ge- 
terminately aſſerted, nor more frequently 
exemplified in fact, than the efficacy of pray. 
er. There we are taught, that the fervent 
pra yer of the righteous man availeth much. 


But if God determines all things future, 


without any foreſight or conſideration of the 
prayers and addreſſes of his people, pray- 


ers, in this caſe, would be of no moment 
or value, but a mere re formality, without any 


effi- 
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efficacy. To what end or purpoſe ſhould 
any man pray to an unchangeable God, who 
had immutably determined all things, with- 
out any conſideration, or regard to prayer? 
But ſince God has decreed many things up- 


on the foreſight and conſideration of the 


earneſt prayers of his rational offspring, we 
may, with as good warrant, and with as 
great confidence, make our ſupplications to 
him, as if he were undetermined, either 
before, or when we addreſs him. Hence 
only it is, that a rational account can be gi- 


ven, how we may pray with divine appro- 


bation, and hopes of ſucceſs, with reſpect to 
the change of -inſcient nature; as, for in- 


ſtance, againſt a drought, famine, barren- 


neſs, inundations, peſtilence, and many o- 
ther calamities. Are we hereby allowed to 


| implore of God a miracle, that, by his om- 
nipotency, he would change the courſe of 


nature, to ſerve us as we think we have real 
occaſion for? No, by no means; but we 
pray, and are encouraged thereunto, be- 
cauſe he has ſo ordered the courſe of nature, 
upon his foreſight of his creatures neceſſi- 
ties, and of the earneſt requeſts and deſires 


fall 
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fall out, and be correſpondent to their pe- 
titions. i i 

The matter of prayer, then, is to conſiſt 
of ſuch things, as we have good ground te 
hope and believe are agreeable to the pure 
and holy will of God. This, faith the a- 
poſtle, is the confidence wwe have in bim, that 
of wwe aſt any thing, according to his will, he 
$pzreth us. Matters of higheſt worth and 
importance deſerve our chiefeſt care; and 
things of greateſt value demand our moſt 
intenſe love and deſires in our purſuits after 
them. As therefore {pirirual things, but e- 
ſpocially Chrift, and the graces of his Spirit, 
are things of higheſt worth and value; theſe 
are what we ought prineipally, above all 
things, to deſire, and be moſt earneſt in our 
purſuits after. He diſhonours God, and 
commits an injury againſt his majeſty and 
magnificence, who only aſks ſmall things of 
him; and therefore, in all our addreſſes to 
him, we muſt chiefly apply for the impetra- 
tion of ſpiritual bleſſings. Theſe being good 
in their own nature, of higher excellency, 
and of infinitely greater worth than all the 
gifts of nature we can think of, we muſt en: 
deavour to have our minds deeply poſſeſſed 
| with a ſenſe of their exceeding worth and 
Im- 


or P l 10 @p 


importance to us, that our concern for ob 
taining them may, in ſome good meaſure, 
exceed our care and concern n about all ge 
elſe whatſoever. 
Supplication, at ow. denotes an earn 
eſt and ſubmiſſive petitioning for theſe things 
we feel ourſelves to ſtand in need of, whe- 
ther they are things of a fpiritual or tem- 
poral nature, providing they are within the 
verge or compals of a promiſe, either di- 
rectly, or by way of implication. But if they 
have not the ſupport of a promiſe, in net 
ther of theſe ways, they ought not to be pe. 
titioned for, however ſeemingly good and be- 
fitting they may appear to us. This proves 
the neceſſity of our having ſome eompetent 
knowlege of the different nature and import- 
ance of things, and of our own condition, 
that we aſk not amiſs, and for things that 
have no foundation in a promile, which a 
man, either ignorant, or inconſiderate, is 
in great danger of. To illuſtrate. this by 
an example, let one inſtance, and no more, 
ſuffice for all. Searce any thing in life, e- 
ven now, Whilſt we are in our way heaven- 


ward, can be thought of, more deſirable, or 


more uſeful, according to our way of rs 
| celving things, than a clear viſion of the di- 
| | . ame 
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vine eſſence, and of the ever-bleſſed Trini- 


ty. Yet this, however deſirable and uſeful 
it may appear to us, is unbecoming and un- 
lawful for us to aſk in prayer, ſeeing it is no- 
where promiſed to them, who are only in 
their way thither, nor has the grant of it 


any the leaſt foundation of a promiſe, but is 


kept in reſerve for a ſtate of bliſs and glory 


hereafcer. 

When in prayer for temporal bleſſings, 
we deſire health only for our own eale, 
honours and riches to gratify our pride 
and ambition, ſtrength and power to avenge 
ourſelves of them we think have injured us, 
and extraordinary gifts in arts and ſciences, 


merely to raiſe our fame and reputation in 


the world, or whatever other - by-ends are 
aimed at; what other. is all this but to deſire 


of God, not to ſerve himſelf of us, but to 


be a r went to our worldly intereſts and 


vain- glory, or to our pride and ambition? 


Likewiſe, with reſpect to ſpiritual bleſſings, 
when pardon of {in is deſired merely for our 
own ſecurity from eternal vengeance, ſan- 
ctification, to make us fit for everlaſting bleſ⸗ 
ſedneſs; peace of conſcience, that we may 
paſs away our time in this world more calm- 


ly and comfortabiy; and when we have not 


actual, 
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or  PRayYemh iv On. 
actual, at leaſt habitual intentions, for the 
honour and glory of God, bearing the chief 
ſway in our hearts, in all ſuch caſes as theſe 
we aſk amiſs. Not but that we may deſire, 
and pray for theſe things, with a certain re- 
ſpe& unto ourſelves, ſeeing God hath enjoin- 
ed us to ſeek them, by motives drawn from 
the bleſſedneſs derived upon ourſelves on 
their account. But this reſpe& muſt be con- 
tained within its due bounds and limits, in 
ſubordination to the glory of God; not a- 
bove it, nor in any equal balance with it. 
If, then, theſe things are not to be aſked 
for in prayer, that we have no promiſe of 
in the word of God, much leſs are the things 
that are forbidden in it. It was therefore im- 
pious and blaſphemous in the prieſts of Baal, 
to continue from morning till noon in pray. 
er, for ſucceſs to their idolatry, which God 
had fo frequently forbidden, by ſevere inter- 
ditions and threatenings o puniſhment upon 
the guilty: we muſt therefore aſk of God, 
with caution and knowlege, for things. 
that are worthy and becoming his holineſs 
to give, and befitting us to receive. He 
who prays for low and mean things, as if 
he were a timorous and faint-hearted peti- 
tioner, is ignorant, both of the bounty and 
| good- 
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goodneſs of God, who loves to give liberal 

ly, and that of the beſt. And he who aſks 
evil things of him, conſiders not that he is 
guilty of thinking and judging him to be the 


author and patron of evil. 


finitely good and holy being; but rather as if 
he apprehended him to be ſome evil fpirit or 
demon that could promote the evit of ſin. 
Hence it appears how infamous and abſurd 
the pagan theology of the Gentiles was, that 
made their gods and goddeſſes the patrons of 
their greateſt and moſt guilty crimes, and 


ſought the aids and aſſiſtance of ſome of 

their falſe deities, to favour with ſucceſs, 

and give authority to their moſt hateful vil. 

lanies. Thus the thief in Horace, lib. J. 

_ 16. 

——Prulchra Laverne, 

Da mihi Jallebe, 0 juſto ſanctoque videri ; 

Nattem peccatis, et fraudibus objice nubem. 
Engliſhed by Mr. Francis thus: 

« Beauteous LAVER NA, my petition hear; 

& Let me with truth and ſanctity appear. 

« Oh! give me to deceive, and-with a vell 

« Of darkneſs, and of night, my crimes conceal, 
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The matter of prayer, then, as has been 
ſaid, muſt conſiſt of things of the higheſt 


value 
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Nor doth he aſk 
of him as if he apprehended him to be an in- 
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value and moment, having the foundation 


of a- promiſe to warrant and fuſtain it. It 


muſt be made up of what we have good 
ground to hope and believe is agreeable to 
the pure and holy will of God. If there- 
fore it is defired to give a ſhort famplar of 


what, with a holy awe and reverence of the 
divine majeſty, is befitting us to aſk, T think 
we are principally to pray, that as in heaven 
a continual voice is heard, crying, Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, the heavens 
and the earth are full of thy glory; ; ſoweare 
chiefly to deſire, that God, in all things, may 
be glorificd; rhat he would enable us to hal- 
low and ſanctify his name; that he would 


give us an hope for his Lingo and en- 


dow us with a will perperually to celebrate 
his praiſes; ' that he, who in himſelf, in his 
word, and i in his works, is moſt holy. and 


glorious, may be acknowleged, honoured, 
and adored, as ſuch, by us. 


That God may reign in our 8 pol | 
that the kingdom of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt, 
both by the inward workings of his grace 
and Spirit, and by the outward diſpenſati- 
ons of his grace and goſpel, may be daily 
enlarged, until it be perfected at the coming 


of Chriſt fo judgment. And as we are to 


pray, 
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pray, that the kingdom of grace may be pro- 
moted in the hearts of his people, by the 
preaching of the goſpel; ſo likewiſe we are 
earneſtly to deſire that God would dethrone 
fin and Satan in our own and others ſouls, 
and increaſe ſanctification both in them and 
us; that ſin, in all its ſtrength and power, be- 
ing rooted out, we may be preſerved blame. 
lefs, until the. * of Chriſt in his king- 
dom. | 
That as the celeſtial ſeraphs and unweari- 
The ſaints above obey the commands of their 
ſupreme Lord and ſovereign with alacrity 
and chearfulneſs, with ſpeed and readineſs, 
and with conſtancy and diligence, ſo may 


we likewiſe pay ſubmiſſion, not only to his 


providential will, but alſo to his command- 
ing will upon earth; and that, renouncing 
the will of Satan, and of our own corrupt 
inclinations, we may do his will, not as we 
will, not grudgingly, nor by conſtraint, but 


readily and chearfully following in our mea- 


ſure, as far as the imperfection of our nature 
will admit of, the example of thoſe holy ſpi- 
rits above, who execute the divine com- 
mands, without reluctancy or regret. 

That as our dependence is upon him for 
our beings, and for all the ſupports and com- 
| forts 
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| forts of life we enjoy, he would give us ſo 
much as is neceſſary and ſufficient for that 
ſpace of time we are to be here. Though 
we are not allowed to pray, as the proud 
Phariſees did of old, for a ſplendid and opu- 
Tent condition; yet, with ſubmiſſion to the 
divine pleaſure, we may and ought to pray, 
that he would provide for us a competent 
meaſure, and ſuch a portion of outward 
bleſſings as he ſhall ſee meet for us, not only 
for our neceſſities, but alſo for our ſober and 
Chriſtian delight, according to- our calling 
and his bleſſing upon us; adding to this, that 
he would give us grace to reſt and rely our- 
ſelves upon tris: providence, for all the neceſ- 
fary means of our temporal life, and hum- 
bly to reſt contented with that allowance he 
ſhall think fit for us. | 
That as we are all ſinners, and, as ſuch, 
ſtand in need of pardon and forgiveneſs, God 
would pardon our ſins for Chriſt's ſake, and 
forgive our debtors as they forgive us. That 
God, working in us a godly ſorrow for our - 
ſins, and a ſincere repentance of them, would 
make us daily aſſured of his forgiveneſs, as 
= we are privy to ourſelves of forgiving theſe 
'r rreſpaſſes which men have injured us by. 
n- | That he would give us minds full of charity, 
ts free 
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free from rancour, malice, and ill- will, from 
all defires of revenge, and from ſecret 
grudges againſt one another. That he 
would enable us to ſtand ready to help 
them, and do any office of rer and love 
for them that have offended us. We are 
to pray, that ſin be not only pardoned, 


but that it may be daily rooted out, morti- 


Hed; and ſubdued, and we either kept by 
the providenee of God from temptations, or 


| preſerved by his-grace from being hurt by 
them in any ſuch m_ as Ing incite us to 


ſinful actions. 
Grounding all our confillence? in God, ach 


reſting with aſſurance on him, for obtaining 


What we want, that he ſees meet for us, 
from whom all chings we receive do come, 
and to whom therefore all glory muſt return; 
with hearts rightly diſpoſed we may come 
*boldly to the throne of his grace, rehearſmg 


the black catalogue of our ſins and follies, 


acknowleging all our wretchedneſs and mi- 
ſery, ſhewing our Lord all our troubles, im- 


ploring the comforts of his forgiving, and 


the ſupports of his aſſiſting grace, we may 
pour out theſe and the like requeſts before 
him, viz. that we may ſtand juſtified in his 
ſight, and be at peace with him; that neither 
7211 the 
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the law, nor che goſpel, may have any 


thing to implead us for; that he would heal 
all our ſpiritual ailments and troubles; that 
he would increaſe our virtues, and carry on 
our growth in grace, and perſeverance in 


holineſs, that we may be made more and 


more conformable to his own. image; that 


he would give us a capacity for ſerving him 
in this world, that we may be made meet 
for another, by taking away qur hearts of 
ſtone, giving us hearts of fleſh, with his 
laws written on them; that he would infuſe 


into our ſouls holy habits, new thoughts, 


and new affections; that he would invigorate 
and confirm all good purpoſes and reſoluti- 


ons in us, enabling us to this change of liſe, 


that our growth in goodneſs here may af- 


| terwards be conſummated in glory, 


Theſe, and all ſuch like other things as 
accompany ſalvation; the things that have a 
congruity and fitneſs in them ſuited to the 


nat ure and well-being of immortal ſouls; 


the things that are abſolutely and invariably 
good unto us; good in every condition of 
life, and for all perſons capable of future 
bliſs and happineſs, are principally to be 
ſought after, as they are the proper ſubjects 


and matter of petitionary prayer. Theſe, 
D and 
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76 
and ſuch like things, are ſuitable and abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for creatures in ſuch a ſtate 
as we are in. Without them, we have no. 

thing to ſupport us with ſafety and ſucceſs in 
our way heaven ward. We have good rea- 
ſon, and it is our wiſdom, as well as our in- 
tereſt, to be very importunate in our addreſ- 
ſes to God for them, and without which 
it were happy for us, if we could ceaſe to 
be, and fall back in to our original no- 
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. all our approaches unto God by prayer, JL ö 
wee muſt addreſs him in the name of |} A 


. 


T is not enough, that * ſubject matter 
of our petitions be juſt and well founded, 
lh es. of ſuch rhings as are agreeable to 
the divine mind, ſupported and ſuſtained 
with the warrant of a divine promiſe, either 
directly, or by way of implication; or that 
we have God's allowance and approbation, 
for praying for ſuch and ſuch like things, as, 
in 
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in the preceding diſcourſe, we have given 
von a ſhort epitome of: but likewiſe there 


is required a ſpecial and peculiar attribure, 
as neceſſarily belonging to, and which muſt 


accompany all our ſupplications, if we de- 


ſire to have the comfortable hopes of ſucceſs 
in them; and that is, that all our addreſſes be 
Put up in the name of Chriſt, through whom 
alone it is, that we can n hope wo 
be accepted. 


If we confider rightly the awful majeſty 
of that great God with whom we have to 


do, and the many vile miſcarriages of ſuch 
wretched creatures as we are, a very lit- 


tle reflection will ſuffice to condemn us of 


arrogance and preſumption, at our offering 
at any kind of intercourſe or correſpondence 
immediately by ourſelves, with a Deity in 


- himſelf infinitely pure and holy, As ſoon 
as the awful and dread majeſty of the ſa. 
preme being ſtrikes our minds with any ſuit- 


able apprehenſions, becoming his infinite 


perfections, this will make us tremble, and 


be afraid, and the conſciouſneſs of our guilt, 


and ill-deſervings, will drive us farther from 
him, unleſs ſome mediator, or mid-perſon, 
interpoſe in our behalf, in order to change 
the throne of his formidable glory, into a 


D 2 throne 
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throne of grace; that, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, 


Ie may come boldly to him, to obtain mercy, [ 4 


and find grace to help us in time of need. 


| God, abſolutely conſidered in himſelf, 


cannot be gone unto by ſuch unworthy crea- 
tures as we are, becauſe, under ſuch a con- 
ſideration, he is 4 conſuming fire unto all the 
worters of iniquity. All of us are ſuch by 
nature; therefore we can have no acceſs 


unto him, but in and through ſome third 


perſon agenting our cauſe, and ſuſtaining the 
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God's juſtice, abſolutely conſidered in itſelf, 


without any reſpect to a proper ſatisfaction 
to be made by a mediator, or ſome third per- 


ſon between him offended, and us offend- 
ing, is altogether inexorable, leaving 1 no 


room or place for acceſs unto him. 


Had therefore our firſt parent immediate. 


by, by himſelf, addreſſed God for forgive- 


neſs of his grand rebellion, when conſcious 


of his guilt, viz. in that dark and fad inter- 


val, between his fall and the promiſe, he 
would have but added more load and weight 


to increaſe the guilt of his former crime. 


This ſeemingly ſtrange paradox will appear 
plain, if we conſider a little, and enquire 


1 ourſelves, what ground he had to 


found 
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© 1 found his ſupplications for pardon upon. 

Y He bad no promiſe of God, the offended 
party, that he ſhould be heard in his re- 
queſts; for no ſuch promiſe was given him. 
He could not plead ignorance in excuſe for 
his crime; for he had an expreſs command 
to the contrary, with a ſevere, but juſt com- 
mination annexed to the precept, in caſe of 
diſobedience. Nor could he plead weale- 
XZ neſs, or want of ability, in excuſe for his 
Z folly; that he wanted a ſufficiency of ſtrength 
and power given him to have kept and obey- 
ed that command if he pleaſed; for he was 
created perfect, and with a ſufficiency of 
= Aftrength to obey the command; and with a 
full and adequate power to controul the firſt 
= riſings and motions of fin and diſobedience 
ſtirring in his foul. Nor could he, without 
impiety, plead that God, abſolutely conſi- 
dered in himſelf, without any reſpect to a 
Mediator, or without any regard to his ju- 
ſitice, and the honour of his own laws, would 
= forgive him for his own name's ſake; for 
= this would have been to deſire of God to be 
at odds with himfelf, and to make one of his 
eſſential attributes to jar with, and be at dif. 
cord with another, viz. his mercy and his 

juſtice, which would have been an impious 
D 3. and 
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and blaſphemous profemption, adding fur- 
' ther guilt to what he had committed already · 
Some warrant therefore was neceſſary to 
juſtify our hopes, and ſtrengthen our con- 


4 in our approaches unto God, the 


- malapertneſs whereof, without ſuch a war- 


rantable allowance, would have been un- 


ſeemly, and highly inexcuſable. The e- 
ternal Son of God, Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 
is thus our warrant and ſurety, none elſe 


being able to fuſtain and occupy the room 


of being ſo but himſelf alone. For this rea- 
ſon, and to figure out this in a lively manner 
to the after ages of his church, God ap- 
pointed, under the law, that Aaron, the 
high · prieſt, when entering into the ſanQuary, 
ſhould carry the names of the ſeveral tribes 
on his ſhoulders and his breaſt, that bearing 
them thus before the Lord, he might remem. 


ber to recommend them unto God, when he 


offered up incenſe, and ſent up his prayers 
before him. This he was to do as a ſymbol, 


that he appeared before the Lord, in the 


name of all the people, to carry their great 
concerns before him; and, by prayer, to 
deſire his direction in all matters belonging 
to them. By this temporary inſtitution of 


the law, the people were taught that all 


man- 
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mankind were at a diſtance from the favour 


of God; and therefore ſtood in need of a 
Malls: to appear before him, in their 


name, and on their account. This Media- 


tor, of whom Aaron was a type, is no other 
than the angel of the covenant, Chriſt Je- 
ſus, with the golden cenſer ſpoken of, Rev. 
viii. 3. who, upon the golden altar of his 
divine nature, before the throne of God, 
offers up the incenſe of the prayers of the 
laints ſent thither from the outward temple, 
the church, there to be received, and hand- 
ed to the Father by him. | 
As the firſt inſtances of grace and love, 
proceeding from God the Father towards 
us, is in and by his only beloved Son our 
Lord; fo the firſt ſtep we muſt take towards 
God the Father, from whom we have war- 
dered, is in and by his Son, who has ſtyled 
himſelf, the way, the truth, and the life, 
and has told us, that there is no going unto 
the Father, but in and by him. The glory 
of his exalted ſtate is a conſideration that 
ought to animate and inſpire us with new 
life and vigour, in putting up our prayers 
and petitions, in his name, to the Father, 
It was from this topic of argument, that 
our bleſſed Lord himſelf raiſed the hopes 
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and confidence of his own diſciples, of ob- 
taining ſucceſs and audience in their pray- 
ers; Becauſe, ſaith he, I go to my Father, 
whatſoever ye ſhall aſt in my name, that will 
# do. He bids us offer up prayers, in his 
name, to the Father; that is, preſenting unto. 
God the memorials of his meritorious per- 
formances in our behalf, as the ground of 
our acceſs to the Father, and of our hopes: 
of obtaining what we aſk from him. 
 Hewasglorifiedasa prieſt, not only becauſe 
he was one, bur alſo that he might be in a bet- 
ter capacity to negociate for our advantage 
in the remaining part of his ſacerdotal office. 
The perpetuity of his prieſthood is a great 
part of. his glory, and it is a part of his of- 
fice he has taken upon himſelf, to recom- 
mend and preſent the prayers of his people 
to his Father. As therefore all our devo- 
tional duties ſhould, in our intention, be 
acts of religion, dedicated to God's honour 
and ſervice, ſacrifices, as it were, of homage 
and gratitude to him; ſo they ought all to be 
offered up in the name of Chriſt, becauſe 
they only receive their ſweet ſmelling ſa- 
vour from being offered up in his cenſer. 
The beſt of our religious performanceg i Ee 
defective 1 in many — both in kind, 1 in 
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manner, and in degree; nor can we pick 
out from among all our flock, a ſacriſice 
wholly without blemiſh : therefore they 
had need to be purified and hallowed by paſ- 
ſing through the hands of our great high- 
prieſt, in order to render them acceptable 
in the eyes of a pure and holy God. Con- 
fiding, therefore, in ſuch a Mediator, there 
is nothing we aſk in his name will be de- 
nied us, ſince he can be denied nothing of 
the Father he aſks of him. 
It is certain, that, from: the: beginning, 
none were ever heard in prayer, but on the 
account of a Mediator. All our acceptance 
with the Father is only in favours of his Son 
our. great high-prieſt; and therefore, as un- 
der the law, the people of God were to 
bring their ſacrifices to Aaron, who was 
himſelf a type of Chriſt, ordained of God 
to that office, to wit, that he might offer 
them up unto God for their behoof; ſo we 
muſt bring our ſpiritual ſacrifices: of prayers: 
and praiſes unto our great high · prieſt Chriſt 
Jeſus, who is entered into the holy of ho- 
lies, there to plead his merits, that through 
him, in all our addreſſes, we may find the 
divine favour and acceptance. All things in 
the court of heaven go by favour and friend 
BR Ds ſhip. 
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ſhip. If we ſtand upon our own merits and 
deſerts, we ſhall be ſhamefully diſappointed 
of our hopes and expectations. No- merit 
takes place in heaven, fave only the merits. 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and whilſt we ar- 
gue that by faith with God, we then may 
be ſaid to come unto him in the name of 
Chriſt our Lord, being com pleat in him, # 
which is the head of all princi * and 1 
power. | | 
Nor is it to be doubted, but that, for: 4 
many ages before the coming of the Meſſias | 
in the fleſh, the church and people of God 

had a reſpe& unto Chriſt in all their addret- 

ſes to him. Therefore we find that it was 

their conſtant uſe and practice, at whatever 

diſtance they were from the temple, or u hat- 
ever quarter of the earth they were in, to 
turn their faces towards it, when they pour: 

ed out their prayers. and fupplications to 

God; which temple was a type of Chriſt 

to be incarnate, as our Saviour himſelf ex- 

pounds it, John ii. None can come unto 

the Father but by the Son, nor expect to be 

heard but for his ſake. The prophet Da- 
niel chiefly makes uſe of this name in pray- 

er; Cauſe, ſaith he, thy face to ſhine upon 
thy pom that 1s deſolate, for the Lord's 
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fake; that is, for Chriſt the Meſſiah's ſakes 
as the beſt interpreters, and the e of 
Sardis, do gloſs it, Chap. ix. 17. 

In all our approaches therefore unto God, 
we muſt come with a humble confidence in 
the merits and interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 
reſting our ſouls upon him alone for obtain. 
ing the mercy and good acceptance of God in 
the things we implore him for. Before the 
fall, man coming out of the hands of his 
Maker, created in all the fulneſs and perfe- 
Gon of his intellectual powers, and as yet 
without ſin, no doubt he might have turned 
himſelf to the ſupreme ſource of his being 
immediately in his own perſon, and have 
ſpoken unto him in his own name. Then 
might he, on his own account, have paid 


him the homage and acknowlegements due 


to his power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, by 
proper acts of invocation and adoration, as 
his rightful Lord and ſovereign. But ever 
ſince the impaſſable gulf made by ſin, between 
heaven and earth, ever ſince the great quarrel 
aroſe between God and man, there is no hope 
of man's finding ace eſs unto him upon his own 
account; and therefore we muſt now go un- 
to him in the name of a Mediator. We muſt 
bring the name of Chriſt along with us; 

and 
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beben we defire to be forgiven the 
things whereof our conſciences are afraid, 
or to receive theſe things that are ſuitable to 
our wants and neceſſities, we muſt come to 
God in a becoming ſenſe, that both the one 
and the other are ſuch things as we neither 
have a right to aſk, nor are worthy to re- 
ecive, fave only through the merits and me- 
diation of his Son Chriſt Jeſus our Lord. 
We, then, may be ſaid to aſł in his name, 
when we come unto God in a humble way, 
Wholly abſtracting from ourſelves, relying in: 
the acting of a lively faith for all the particu- 
lars we aſk upon the merits: of him alone, 
who, in holy writ, is called the: Lord our 
righteouſneſs. Thus, leaving our ſuits and 
petitions wholly in his hands, and confiding in 
him, who is a faithful high- prieſt, and tender 
of all his people” concerns, in hope, and 
with truſt in his name, we muſt wait for 
gracious returns, according as God, in his 
infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, is pleaſed to 
vouchſafe and anſwer us by. The awful. 
and tremendous throne of God is now be- 
come a throne of grace and mercy, through 
him who has conſecrated a new and living 
way through the vail of his own fleſh; and 
we are ta take our encouragement in prayer 
| from: 
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from what he has done for us, in making 
ſuch a ready and free acceſs, that with ſafe- 
ty, and without fear, we may now addreſs: 
our maker. T herefore, i in all our approach- 
es unto God, the ground of our confidence 
ſhould be-in his name, in his offices, and in 
his merits, ſeeing he ever ſtandeth before the 
throne of grace, as our advocate and inter-. 
ceſſor with the Father, to procure favours: 
for us, and to render our prayers accept- 
able, through the incenſe of his merits. We 
muſt come unto God in his arms, that he 
may preſent both our perſons and ſervices. 
pure and ſpotleſs to. the Father; and that 
his wrath, and our enmity, being taken out 
of the way, our petitions may have-a free: 
courſe into the holy of holies. | 

If God ſo highly honours, and makes ſo: 
much account of the piety of ſome of his 
ſaints eminent for their power with him in 
this duty, that he has often put himſelf un- 
der a kind of neceſſity, ſo to ſpeak, ſaying,. 
For my ſervant Jacob's ſake, for my ſervant; 
David's ſake, etc. T will do good; and 
ſhew favour to this or that perſon and fa- 
mily, or to this or that people and nation; 


do we think he will derogate from the 


merits. of his own eternal and well-beloved 


Son? 
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Son? will he beaten his heart? will he ſnut 
his ears? or will he turn away his eyes, when 
we petition him, in Chriſt's name, for theſe 
bleſſings and favours we are emboldened to 
alk, 1 virtue of his promiſes?. No, he will 
net. . 

14 We have it ſtoried of 8 king of 
he Moloſſians, that he pardoned Themiſto- 
cles, his ſworn and declared enemy, upon 
looking at his little ſon, whom Themiſtocles, 
a humble ſupplicant for his own life, em- 
braced and held up in his arms, ſhewing 
him to the king his father. If a tyrant was 
thus won over at the ſight of his own child, 

into ſo high an act of clemency, as to grant 

' pardon and life to his ſtated and avowed e- 
nemy, what favours will they not be thougl t 
worthy of; with what love and gracious ac- 
ceptance will not God receive them, who 
embracing in the arms of a lively faith his 
dearly beloved Son, preſent him in prayer 


to the Father? Nothing is pleaſing to him, 
but as he looks on it in the face of his holy 
and anointed one. Whatever therefore is 1 
amiable and well pleaſing in us, it is for his 
Son's fake that the Father thinks it ſo. As b 
without light, all colours are inviſible; nor 
is there any beauty or luſtre in them; but 
the 


the light mining on them, they appear to the 


eye in their own proper gayneſs and beauty; 
in like- manner, without Chriſt, % 25 the 


true light that enlighteneth every man that 
cometh into the world, nothing of us would 
appear beautiful or comely, nor anywiſe de- 
 lightful in the eyes of a pure and holy God. 

When none of the fallen race of mankind. 
were worthy to appear before him, or come 
into his preſence, our heavenly Father, that 


he might deliver us from both the ſhame and. 


fear that damped our confidence, and kept 
us at a diſtance from him, gave us, in gift, 
his own Son, who is with him our mediator 


and advocate, by whoſe leading and guid. 


ance we may now ſafely approach him. 
Therefore we are now to eye his mediatory 
office in all our addreſſes to the ſupreme be- 


ing, ſeeing we have hope from his promiſe, 


that whatever he has purchaſed by his ſatiſ- 
faction made to the juſtice of God, we ſhall 


obtain it for the ſake of his prevailing inter · 


ceſſion and merits. 


When therefore our moſt gracious and 
bleſſed Lord doth not only permit, but with 


all tenderneſs of love and kindneſs, invites 
our frequent and conſtant applications to the 


F ather, in and through himſelf, when he 


both 
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| both 3 and directs us to come with all 


the filial aſſurance, and familiar importunity, 
that is uſual in the modeſt requeſts of child- 
ren to a father, or of one dear friend to an- 
other, there can be nothing alleged after this, 
in extenuation of their ſin and folly, who 
ſhew themſelves careleſs and remiſs in their 
duty, and inſenſible of ſo great a mercy and 
privilege. Let this be our great care and 
ſtudy, that whatever we aſk of God in pray. 


er, we do it in the name of Chriſt, and in 


obedience to his order and command. Let 
us do it in confidence of the encouragement 


given us, of being anſwered in our requeſts, 


that, confiding in his promiſes for ſucceſs, 
we may venture over all diſcouragements, 


flowing from the weakneſs and unworthinels. 


we are conſcious of, and feel in ourſelves. 
SECT. VIL 
Þ prayer, we muſt pray in the Spirit. 
; RAYER 3s not to be the 1 of our 


own natural powers and abilities; nor 


yet the fruit of our own private affections 
flow- 


a —— 
* 7 * * E _ a . . N f 
. : 
* . 
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W from a certain kind of warmth, 2 
warmth owing to. cemplexion and eonſtitu- 
tion. It muſt be of a higher and more noble: 
deſcent, than what either nature can inſpire Y 
us with, or common gifts work in us. It 1 
muſt flow from the Spirit of God, who, in 

holy dialect, is rightly ſaid to be the Spi- 

rit of grace and ſupplication. This divine, 

and hcaven-born. duty, when rightly | per- 
formed and gone about, has God for its au. 
thor, who teaches man knowlege, and ſug- 

geſts to the humble ſupplicant prayer of that 
kind and quality, that, when poured fortg 
to him again, he knows and accepts of it as 
his own offspring, becauſe he ſees and ob- 
ſerves the ſignatures of his own image and 
ſuperſcription impreſſed. upon it. 

We muſt not dare to approach God, et 
ther in public or private, with that kind of 
prayer that has no-more in it than.the labour: 
of the lips, and to which the heart is a ſtrang- 7 
er, not knowing what the tongue means in 
making ſuch a noife in the ears of a pure 
and holy God,. whoſe prerogative it is to 

ſaearch the heart, and try the reins of the 
children of men. But as in all our ſuppli- 
cations unto God for what We want; we muſt 


come to him 1 in the name of a Mediator; ſo- 
like- 
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likewiſe, in all our addreſſes unto "OMe by f 


prayer, we muſt make known our requeſts 
and ſupplications to him in the Spirit, becauſe 
nothing can go to God, but chat which at 
firſt came from him. | | 
God ſmells not any ſweet. ſayour in chat 


 facrifice, that is not dreſſed up, and preſent- 


ed by the hands of a Mediator, and hath the 


reliſh of his own Spirit in it. Without the 


energy, concurrence, and ſupernatural aids 


of his Spirit, prayers, at beſt; are but natu- 


ral acts; and, without the help and aſſiſtan- 
ces thereof the choiceſt acts of worſhip we 
are Capable of performing, are but ſpecious 
infirmities. In all our addreſles, therefore, 
unto God, we muſt draw near unto him by 


prayer, that expreſſes the real and inward 


deſires of the ſoul, and hath fire and flames 
enough kindled by his own ſpirit, to carry 
them up into heaven. Hence we are ſaid 
in ſcripture, to pray in the Holy Ghoſt; 7% 
pray with the Spirit; ſo ſikewile, in the way 
of a poſitive precept, we are injoined, 79 
pray always with all prayer and ſupplication 
in the Spirit; that is, by the aſſiſtance of 
the Spirit, who teacheth what to pray for, 
as to the matter, and how to pray, as to the 
manner. 4 | 


And 
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And here, that we may che better under 
ſtand what is meant by praying in the Spirit, 


we are to obſerve, that the word Spirit, we 


think, may be underſtood, as having a double 


ſenſe and meaning wrapt up under it. 


I. It may either principally, or in the firſt 
place, be referred to the Holy Spirit of God, 


the third perſon of the ever: bleſſed and ſa- 


cred Trinity, the author and former of all 
holy gifts and graces in the ſoul, without 


whoſe agency working in us, there can be 


no well-pleaſing and acceptable pray er unto 


God. The reaſon is, becauſe it is from the 


Holy Spirit, that faith, fervency, hope, hu- 
mility, confidence, truſt, and all other gra- 
ces relative to prayer doth come. Or, 


2. It may be taken in a ſecondary or more 
remote ſenſe, as ſignifying our ſpirit, de- 


noting the frame and temperament of our 


ſouls, which we are heedfully to watch over 


ia all our approaches unto God upon a throne 


of grace. We ſhall therefore, in this lati- 


tude and extent of the word, endeavour a 


little further to illuſtrate the plain ſenſe and 


meaning of what it is to pray in the Spirit. 


1/7, In the firſt place, then, if the word: 


Spirit is to be referred to the third perſon 
of the ever ſacred and adorable Trinity, as 
= = 


- 
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2: certainly Wade in part, if not in the whole, 
then here we are taught how fitly, and 
with all propriety of ſpeech, the Spirit of 
God is ſet forth in holy writ, to be the Spi- 
9 rit of grace and ſupplication; and alſo how 
abſolutely neceſſary the ſupernatural aids 
| and aſſiſtances of the Spirit are, in order to 
'W form our prayers and ſupplications to the 
fupreme being, in a holy and becoming man- 
j ner, ſo as he may graciouſly receive them. 
TJTcꝰͥ o ſet this foi th with greater ſtrength and 
YN! force of light, let us keep under our view, for 
| a little, theſe very ſignificant and memorable 
E it. words of the apoſtle, and therefore nat to be 

it _ paſſed over in ſilence, wherein he tells us, for 
dhe comfort and encouragement of all who 
devote themſelves with candour and ſince- 
!! rity to this holy duty; T he Spirit alſo, faith 
3 he, helpeth our infirmities; for we know nos 
i what we ſhould pray for as we cught ; but the 
Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion for us with 
| e e that cannot be uttered, Rom. viii. 2 6. 

$ According to ſome, the original word, 
| Ar dne d, in its primary ſignification, is 
| a metaphor taken from nurſes attending and 
[| ſuſtaining their little infants when beginning 
1 to ſtep or walk in their way and manner; 
4. or, perhaps, from weak and ſickly people 
wagg ling 
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waggling hither and thither, whom it is ne- 
ceſſary to uphold with an hand or arm that 
they fall not. But when it is joined with a 
prepoſition, as here it is uſed by the apoſtle, 
it carries along with it, in its ſenſe and mean- - 
ing, an emphaſis of great importance and 
ſignificancy. Some aſcribe what is ſignified 

by it to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
becauſe the Holy Spirit always acts in con- 
cert with the Father and the Son, as be- 
ing ſent by 3 and dwelkng wits them 
in all the Elec. 

Others again would rather appropriate 
the word tous, labouringunder ſome diſtreſs, 
or heavy burden, as if it did imply ſuch a 
help, as when another perſon of greater 

ſtrength and ability turns aſide, and puts to 
bis ſhoulder under it, to lift up and bear a 
part of it with AN oF We are like loggs 
of wood, unaQiveand unweildy, unable to 
move ourſelves until the Spirit of God ani- 
mates and gives help to our praying powers 
and faculties, and till he puts hand to the 
dury, lifting up both us and it towards him- 
ſelf. We have no means but prayer to 
God, to relieve ourſelves in any diſtreſs, and 
the Spirit of God joins with us in prayers 
thereby relieving us from the greateſt part 
(NY. of 
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of this burden, leſt we ſhould faint and ſink 
down under the weight of it; for, as in o- 
ther things, he helpeth us in our infirmities, 
ſo more eſpecially doth he this in prayer. 
We know not what is abſolutely beſt for 
us, nor conſequently to pray as we ought. 
We muſt indeed own and confeſs our weak. 
neſs does not any where bewray itſelf more 
openly. and ſhamefully, however inſenſible 
weare of it, than in prayer; nor do we 


know what to pray for, nor as we ought, 
unleſs we are taught and conducted by the 


Holy Spirit. Even God's own children, 
though they are habitually taught of him, 
are many times at a loſs when they come 
to particulars, and aſk, many times, they 
know not what, Thus Job, and the pro- 
phet Jonah, in the fits of a frerful peeviſh- 
neſs, deſired earneſtly that God would diſ- 
miſs them from this life, in order to be rid 
of the troubles they thought lay ſore and 
heavy upon them. So James and John, 
the Sons of Zebedee, defired of their Lord, 
ſaying, Maſter, we would thou ſhouldeſt do 
for us whatſoever we ſhall deſire; that we 
fit, the one on thy right hand, and the other 
on thy left band in thy glory. So Jeremiah 
. prayed for the Jews, whom God had once 
' and 
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and again forbidden him to pray for, ſeeing 


he was determined to puniſh them with ſome 
ſharp temporal judgment, becauſe of their 


| fins and provocations. And ſo the apoſtle 


Paul prayed more importunately for the de- 
parture of his thorn in the fleſh, than for 
divine ſtrength, to bear. up under it, al- 
though the latter was more proper for him as 


a ſaint, Unleſs the Holy Spirit of God 


Joins with us, reſides in us, and dictates to 
us, many times we aſk not things that are 
profitable, and oftentimes we aſk for things 
that are hurtful and amiſs. Hence it was, 
that St. Auſtin ſaid, Without the Spirit of 


faith, none believes as be ought; nor, with- 
out the Spirit of Oe; will he pray pro- 


fitably. 
But, in prayer, the Spiri itſelf ; 18 Gard to 


make interceſſion for us. He doth not this 
as a Mediator between God and us, that 
being the office of our great High-prieſt 
"Chriſt Jeſus, but as a director and informer, 
or as an exciter, to render them for che 
matter, according to the will of God, and 


for the manner, fervent and effectual. He 
doth not intercede for us on account of his 


merits; for that belongs only to the perſon 


of the Son; but he intercedes for us in the 


man- 
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manner of an advocate ſuggeſting to his ch- 


A » 


ent what he is to ſay in his own cauſe and 
behalf. The Holy Spirit forms and dictates 
prayer in them that are regenerate; and, in 


doing this, he makes interceſſion for us, be- 
Cauſe he works in us, that we ourſelves 


make interceſſion; and he cries ** . 
us cry. 

IT ke true ſenſe and meaning of the Spi. 
rit's making interceſſion for us, will beſt ap- 
pear, by comparing Gal. iv. 6. with what 
the ſame apoſtle ſays, Rom. viii. 1 5. In the 
former it is ſaid, T hat God hath ſent forth 
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, 


Abba, Father. In the latter, we are ſaid 
o have received the Spirit of adoption, by 


zv hom we cry, Abba, Father ; that is, through 
whoſe divine efficacy and operation work- 
ing in us, we cry, Father, Father. This 
not only ſignifies the Spirit's influence with 
reſpe& to words made ule of by us, firſt con- 


| 9 45 of in the heart, and then uttered by 


the lips; but more eſpecially are meant theſe 


| habits of grace, by which we pray accepta- 


bly. Faith alſo, and a holy boldneſs, = 


Which we call God Father, is here to be un- 
derſtood; and likewiſe a zeal joined with fer- 


vency, wherewith we become importunate 
with 
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with him, crying, Futber, Father, the na- 
ture of ingeminations being ſuch, as denotes 
an earneſtneſs in them who uſe them. It is 
from this ſenſe of the ſeriptures now be- 
fore us, that Proſper ſays excellently well, 


„What good can redound to us without 
the Spirit, ſeeing it is from him alone, 
„that we are inſtructed to pray rightly? 
The Holy Spirit, continues he, fills his 
«« own organ, and the finger of God touches 
„the heart of his ſaints, as the finger 
touches the firings of a muſical inſtru- 
ment.“ 7 ; 
Moreover, the Spirit is faid to make in- 
terceſſion for us with groanings that cannot 
be uttered. It does not appear, or at leaſt 
very plainly, what is the true ſenſe and 
meaning of theſe words, or what is the in- 
tentional and exprels ſignification that this 
place of holy Scripture carries in it. As 
philolophers ſay, Things of higheſt entity, 


* 


my 


4 


ſuch as God is, and things of loweſt, being 


ſuch as was the firſt matter, cannot be de- 
fined: the ſame we may ſay of the ſighs 
and groans of the godly. God alone knows 
and underſtands the fervent workings of the 
new creature, when acted by the Holy 
Ghoſt in ſupplication. He knows what are 

the 


. 
r — 
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the actings and bent of the inward man in 
prayer from the power of the Spirit, which 
they themſelves, in whom they arewrought, 
are not able to fathom, or reach the depth 


of, 


Sometimes, in this body duty, the ſoul 
having firſt collected all its forces, by long | 


and ſerious meditation, takes a higher flight, 


and darts itſelf, as it were, towards God, 


in ſighs and groans, and in thoughts too 


big for expreſſion. This ſometimes is the 


caſe of God's children, namely, when the 


grace of the Holy Spirit is poured out into 
their ſouls in a plentiful meaſure, and, as it 
were, out of full vials; in which ſenſe the 
apoſtle calls them groanings that cannot be ut- 
tered; and are therefore rather to be kept in 


ſilence than brought forth into diſcourſe. 
At other times, this oil of grace is poured 


forth, ſo to ſpeak, by drop and drop, in a 


more ſcanty and ſparing manner, at it was 
upon Hezekiah, when he complained in theſe 
words, Like a crane or. a ſwallow 1 did I 


chatter; I did mourn as a dove; mine eyes 
fail with looking upwards ; and in this caſe, 


they cannot be expreſſed according to our 
ſenſe and feeling of them, from their want 


of 
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of ſtrength, and by reaſon of thoſe weak 
and feeble tenuity. ' 


It muſt needs be grateful and pleaſi ing to 


the pious ear, and no leſs comfortable and 

refreſhing to devout fouls, to hear what the 
eminently holy Luther ſays upon this fub- 
jet: „Our faith, faith he, which, in the 
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time of tentation, thus groaneth unto 
Chriſt, is very weak and feeble, if we 
conſider our own ſenſe and feeling of it; 
and therefore we hear not the cry. But, 
to the ſearcher of hearts, this weak and 


feeble groaning, as it ſeemeth to us, is a 


loud and mighty cry, and an ineffable 
groaning, in compariſon of which the hi, 


deous and frightful roarings of the law, 


of ſin and death, and of hell and the de- 
vil, are nothing, nor can they ſo much 
as be heard. Wherefore, in the midſt of 
thy tentation, cleave unto Chriſt, and 
groan unto him, who giveth thee the 
Holy Spirit, which crieth, Abba, Father. 
This weak and feeble groaning is a migh- 
ty cry in the ears of God, filling heaven 
and earth ſo much, that he heareth no- 


thing elſe; moreover, it ſtoppeth the 
mouth of all other things whatſoever.” 
And a little afterwards he adds, The a- 


cc poſtle 
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t  poſtle«doth not ſay, that the Spirit mak- 
0 « eth interceſſion for us, with many words 
V or long prayers, but only with groanings, 
[| which, notwithſtanding, cannot be utter- 
| | 4% ed nor expteſſed. Nor doth he cry aloud 
i % with tears, ſaying, Have mercy upon me, 
x *« O God and the like; but only uttereth 
1 « @ ſmall ſtill voice, or a feeble groan, as, 


Wi. Ah Father! The word Father is but a 
& ſhort word; and ſoon ſpoken; yer, ne- 
4 « yertheleſs, it comprehendeth all things 


© we can deſire God to be unto us. Where- 

er fore this ſhort and little word Father, con. 

I. «© ceived of effectually in the heart, ſurpaſ- 

it | «, ſeth all the eloquence of Cicero or De- 

if - % moſthenes, and of all the moſt celebrated 

| „ rhetoricians that ever were in the world.“ 

"| And he concludes, in theſe words, This 

I! | matter is not expreſſed with words of elo. 

It | * quence, but with groanings and ſighs that 

1 cannot be uttered, for no tongue can ex- 

tf « preſs them, they are unutterable,” 

| | And though theſe deep ſighs and heavings of 

| _ theheart, thataccompany Praga: thus formed 
| and wroughtby the operation of the Holy Spi- ' 

. Fitz are, ſometimes, ſomewhat oppreſſive to na- 
rure, and make it hard for us to continue long 


in em; yet, certainly a few of theſe aſpira- 
tions 


P 
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tions of the ſoul towards God will do more 
than a great many melting expreſſions. 

In fine, then, we cannot addreſs God a- 
right; nor are we fit to be petitioners at the 
throne of grace, unleſs we are acted and en- 
liyened thereunto by the Holy Spirit, the 
author in us of faith, hope, love, adoration, 
confeſſion, humiliation, petition, thankſgj- 
ving, praiſe, and whatever elſe the ſoul 
has a tendeney unto God by. As all the 


communications of Gad towards us in the 


way of his grace and mercy have their re- 
_ in the work of the Spirit in and upon 

; fo likewiſe all our motions and move- 
mente towards him muſt begin, and be car 
ried on in the ſame. 

For proof of this, let us take an inſtance 
in the prayers of wicked men under the 
power of their convictions, or when 
are under the apprehenſions of fear and dan 
ger; let us, I fay, compare them in this 
ſtate with the prayers of holy and good men 


conducted by the Spirit of God. The for- 


mer is merely vox naturae clamantis ad do. 
mi num naturae, or a howling out cry, that 


diſtreſſed nature makes to the God of na- 
ture; but the other is of a more ſublime and 


| heavenly original; it is vox ſpiritus adoptio- 


3 - | ms 
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nis clamantis per Chriſtum, Abba, Pater ; 
it is the voice of the Spirit of adoption, ad- 
dreſſing itſelf in the hearts of good men, 
through Jeſus Chriſt, unto God as a Fa- 
ther. Ah 

From what has been ſaid, we are let in 
to ſee, that the Holy Spirit of God is he 
who diſpoſes and prepares the mind with ho- 
ly and ſuitable diſpoſitions, ſuch as are fit- 
ting to exert and put forth themſelves in the 
actings of faith, love, humility, hope, truſt, 
joy, confidence, dependence, repentance, 
and an holy awe of the divine Majeſty; all 
which are neceſſary actings and emanations 
of the ſoul in acceptable prayer. Our ſacri- 
fices of prayer are then juſtly, and in no o- 
ther caſe, ſaid to be ſpiritual, and wrought 
in us by the Holy Ghoſt, when the fire 
that kindles our affections comes from hea- 
ven, as that fire upon the altar wherewith 
the ſacrifices were conſumed. 

But here we are to advert, and always 
to keep in mind, that although prayer is 
faid, in holy writ, to be a praying in the 
Holy Ghoſt, to denote the excitations and 
workings of his grace in the ſoul; yet, not- 
withſtanding of this, we are to look upon it 
as the work of the whole Trinity. Nor mult 

this 


Re A 


4 


IN THE SPIRIT. 105 


this order be broken; for though it is the 
work of the Holy Spine, to frame our re- 
queſts, and conduct us in offering up our ad- 
dreſſes; yet it is the Son that preſents them 
to the F ather; and it is the Father that ac- 
cepteth them, thus formed and offered up, 
for his Son's FIR 

To conclude, then, this part il the ſub- 


jet, we are likewiſe to remember, that it 


is not the putting up of ſuch faint petitions, 
as either fleſh and blood, or our own natu- 


ral underſtandings, ſuggeſt unto us, but ſuch 


fervent ones as the Spirit of God dictates to 
us, and aſſiſts us to utter, that we are cal 


led unto. This makes therefore the Spi- 


rit of God, in his energy, concurrence, 
and aſſiſtance, abſolutely neceſſary to our 
praying acceptably; for, without the Spi- 
rit, we cannot pray in a right manner; and, 
without prayer, in vain are our pretences 
to the Spirit. 


E 4 .  - •— 


1 106 ] 


E er. .. 


g Of prayer, as reſpecting our ſpirits. 


AVING, in the foregoing ſection, gi· 


ven you ſome hints, what we are to 


underſtand by praying in the Spirit, taking 


the word Spirit, as principally meant of the 


Holy Spirit of God, the third perſon of the 


ever-bleſſed, and ever to be adored Trini- 


ty; but yet not ſo ſtrictly, as wholly; or al- 


together, to exclude a reſpect to our own 
Spirit, denoting, to wit, that frame and 

emper of ſoul we ought to be in, and heed- 
fully to watch over, in all our applications 
to God upon a throne of grace; we come, 
therefore, according to method, 


2. In the ſecond place, to diſcourſe a lit- 


tle what we are to underſtand by praying 
In the Spirit, as this has a reference to our 


own ſpirits, and as ſignifying the frame and 


remper of ſoul we ought to be of when we 
preſent ourſelves before God in prayer. 
And here we may obſerye, in the general, 
that 1 it is with the concurrence of all the 

powers 
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powers and faculties of our ſouls, that we 


are to pray, having our minds deeply im- 
preſſed with all that awful reverence and 


humble confidence in the mercy of God, 


with all that fervency and importunity ; | 


with all that faith and love; and with all 
theſe holy affections and deſires, that either 
the Spirit of God exciteth in us, and is the 
author of, or that it is poflible for us, in con- 
currence with the Holy Spirit, to raiſe up 


ourſelves unto. 


Now, the diſpoſition, qualities and frame 


of ſpirit requiſite, on our part, in order to 
render all our addreſſes unto God well-pleaf- 
ing and acceptable, Wen us, that we 
ſhould pray, 

1/2, Heartily, or from our very ſpirits. 
Prayer is not barely a work and labour of 
the lips, but of the whole heart and foul; 
and therefore Damaſcene defines it to be an 
aſcent of the whole mind unto God. This 
definition of prayer, calling it an aſcent of 
the mind, comprehends, and carries in its 
ſignification, that the act be of the beſt kind, 
and then it will be nothing elſe in its in ward 


and eſſential nature, but the pious and reli- 


gious motion of our ſouls towards God, tend- 
ing, in ſome meaſure, as it were, to move 
1 him 
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him alſo, ſeeing the immediate end of our 


motion is God himſelf, that, ſo to ſpeak, he 


may be affected with our deſires. Hence it 


is, that prayer, by a ſingular and peculiar 
appropriation is called, the lifting up of the 


Heart unto God; the aſcending of the mind 


towards him; a drawing near unto God, and 


is faid effectually to avail with him as a ſa- 


crifice of a ſ{weer-ſmelling favour, where- 


with he is affected and well pleaſed. 


The inward man of the heart is chiefly 
to be occupied in prayer. It was this, as 


St. Auſtin faith, that was wanting in Cain's 


ſacrifice; ©* He gave to God fomething that 


< was his own, but he gave himſelf to him 


*« ſelf;” and it is this that is wanting in ma- 
ny, who beltow upon God many outward 


formalities of religion, but keep from him 


the ſer vice of the inward man. In all our 
duties, but eſpecially in prayer, we ſhould 
be able to ſay with the apoſtle, That we 


"ſerve God with our ſpirits, Rom. i. 9. If 


it proceeds not from the heart, it is but an 
empty ring of words which God regardeth 
not; when acceptably performed, it con- 
ſiſts not in the warbling of words, but in 
the yernings and pantings of the Toul after 
God and the. things of our peace. What 
is | | wil 
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will it avail us to addreſs God with our bo- 
dies in the cloſet, in our families, or in the 


church, if the mind is at a diſtance, at the 


exchange, | in the counting room, in the ſhop, 
in the play- houſe, or in a thouſand other 
places? What wonder, then, if all _ lay 
is loſt and fruitleſs? Can there be greater 
impiety, greater inſolence, or greater mad- 
neſs, than to run in our minds after trifles 
and impertinences, when we take upon us 
to converſe with the ſupreme Majeſty of hea- 
ven and earth in prayer? | 

2dly, Knowingly, or with a knowlege ſuit- 


able to the things we aſk. To pray, with- 


out knowing whether the things we aſk be 


either honourable for God to give, or com- 
petent and ſuitable for us to receive, is de- 
ſervedly to draw down upon ourſelves that 
meek reproof, at leaſt, of our Saviour's to 


the ſons of Zebedee, but yet carrying in it 
the force of a ſtrong denial, wherein he tells 
them, That they knew not what they aſted. 
We aſk many times that which he knows 
would be hurtful to us, though we are rea- 
dy to think otherwiſe. As therefore a wiſe 
and loving father will not give his child a 


Knife or razor, or any other hurtful ching. 


though he. cries never lo much for it; ſo 
* 
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deals God many times with his children. 
How wile ſoever we may think ourſelves, 
yet we are often as ignorant in that which 


concerns our good, as the very babes are; 


and therefore we muſt ſubmit ourſelves to 
be ordered by the wn of our _— 
Father. 

Me know, that, Ander the law, it was 
provided for by God's ſpecial command and 
appointment, that the prieſts ſhould burn 
incenſe every morning and evening, when 
they lighted or dreſſed the lamps. The 
perfume of the incenſe figured out prayer, 
as alfo the lamps figured our knowlege. 
'Pr:>/7er, then, ought never to be poured 
out, but when the lamp of knowlege burns 
in the underftanding, and to the lighting of 
this lamp ſerious and pious meditation ought 
to precede or go before. The Spirit of 
God maketh interceſſion for us, becauſe we 
know not what to pray for as we ought: 
by reaſon of our weakneſs and ignorance 
this way, we are ready to aſk amiſs, and 


without knowlege, according as our on 


private paſſions and affections move and 
work upon us. Thus, as has been hinted 
at already, Job paſſionately defired the day 


of his death to come ſpeedily. Thus, ſome 


of 
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at heart, not knowing what manner of ſpi- 
rit they were of, to pray for fire from es. 
ven to deſtroy the Samaritans. Sometimes 
we aſk things that croſs the rule of God's 
providence and juſtice; and in ſuch a cafe 
we cannot rationally think to come {| peed: 
as when David prayed for the life of his 
child by Bathſheba the wife of Uriah, but 
was not heard, becanſe it ſtood not with 
the rule of divine juſtice, that a fin ſo ſean- 
dalous, which made the enemies of God to 
blaſpheme, ſhould paſs unpuniſhed. There- 
fore, in all our approaches to God, and in 
all our addreſſes to him, our endeavours and 
aims ſhould be both to ſpeak and pray with 
knowlege and underſtanding, that our re- 
queſts may be, as to the matter, according 
to the will of God; and, as to the manner, 
prayer wrought in the underſtanding by 
the ſpirit of light and knowleye. 
3aly, Humbly. God is above all things 
we can conceive of; our thoughts, then, of 
him ought to be the moſt exalted and moſt 
honourable. And as our thoughts of God 
ought to be the moſt honourable; ſo like- 
wiſe the thoughts of ourſelves ought to be 
the moſt debaſing and moſt humble that poſ- 
| _ 
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fibly can be. We cannot err in either of 


theſe extremes: when we exalt ourſelves, 


we are the farther from coming nigh unto 
him; bur when we humble ourſelves before 


him, he himſelf deſcends or comes down 


unto us; and the leſs value we ſet upon our- 

ſelves, through the love and admiration of 

him, he ſets the greater value upon us. 
When therefore we find that we have of- 


fended, as, alas! who is he that liveth and 
ſinneth not? it is but juſt and reaſonable, 


that we ſhould confeſs our ſins before him 
in the moſt humble and proſtrate manner we 
are Capable of, and offer up to him, in pray- 
er, the ſacrifice of a broken heart and con- 


trite ſpirit, that his anger may be pacified, 
and thereupon forgive us our treſpaſſes. It 
is but fit and becoming, that ſuch applica- 
tions to the divine Majeſty be accompanied 
with all that humility which a due ſenſe of 


our own unworthineſs can ſuggeſt or beget 


in us; with all that reverence which the aw- 
ful remembrance of fo holy, wiſe, good, and 


great a God can inſpire us with; and with 


all that humble confidence, that faith in the 
ſon of God's love, content to be made a ſa- 


crifice of expiation, for the ſins we confeſs 


and 
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and implore the pardon of, is a reaſonable 
encouragement unto. 
4thly, Fervently. Vehemency and warmth 
in prayer ſhews the petitioner to be in good 
earneſt; and that he doth not come unto 
God out of mere ceremony, nor merely to 
huſh the ſtirrings of a natural conſcience; 
but that a deep fenſe of his ſpiritual wants 
and neceſſities, together with a humble con- 
fidence in the mercy and goodneſs of God 
have put him upon it. Our grounds and 
reaſons for prayer are ſuch as ought great- 
ly to excite the human mind, that this duty 
may be gone about with the greateſt earneſt- 
neſs, and with the utmoſt ardours of affe- 


ction we can poſſibly come up unto, ſeeing 


the ſtrength and intention of our deſires 
_. ought always to be in proportion to the 
worth and dignity of the thing we are engag- 
ed in. 

There is no buſineſs in life we are imploy- 
ed in can compare, or come in competition 
with the humble aſking for pardon of our 
fins; with our aſcribing the praiſe, and giv- 
ing God thanks for mercies received, with 
ſolemn adoration for the gift of Chriſt, and 
eternal life through him; with imploring 
and humble ſupplications for the gifts and 
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graces of his Spirit. Theſe, and ſuch like 
. things, are principally to be ſought after, 
and are proper matter and ground to us of 


prayer. To aſk therefore ſuch great and 
excellent things of God in a cold and indif- 
ferent manner, what other is this, than to 
mock him who has the diſpenſing of all theſe 
things, and ſtiles himſelf the hearer of 


prayer? 
Fervency in this duty, is, of all other 


| things, the moſt powerful to pierce heaven, 


and fetch hither from thence bleſſings of the 
higheſt value. Prayer, therefore, requires 
the utmoſt ſtrength and vigour of affeQion, 
and the utmoſt ſtretch of intention in the 


whole man that we are capable of. Qui fri- 


gide rogat, docet negare; he that aſks cold- 
ly begs only a denial. By this ſpiritual ar- 
dour and intention of ſoul neceſſary in pray- 
er, the heart is wrought i into a holy warmth, 
and at the ſame time is made ſoft and tender. 
This ſtate and temper of ſoul is greatly to 
be deſired, ſeeing it is the ſure and certain 
ſymptom of a pious and devout mind; al- 
ſo becauſe hereby the ſoul is enlarged, and 
made more fit and capacious for receiving 


On 
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On the other hand, what can it poſſibly 


ſignify for the voice to perform its part ne. 
ver ſo harmoniouſly, if the mind, in the 
mean while, gives no manner of attention? 


Theſe dull and drouſy addreſſes, that are 
put up either with a wandering mind, or in 


1 a difpirited manner, can neither pierce hea- 
ven, nor incline God to hear them. A drou- 


ſy and luke- warm prayer is the fure ſymp- 


tom of a carnal and ſenſual mind too much 
attached to earthly things. Hence it was, 


that holy Chryſoſtom, ſpeaking of prayer, 
makes this juſt and well founded obſervation, 
When, faith he, I ſee any perſon neither 
“ ſerious, nor affectionate in prayer, it is 


1 plain to me, that he has nothing either 


«« great or worthy in his mind; but when 


I ſee any one going heartily and ſeriouf- 


ly about this duty, from thence I con- 

« clude, that that perſon | ddr wn 
« plety and virtue.“ 

Nor are we here to omit evferdiug toyou, 
that this holy and ardent affection did emi- 
nently ſhine forth in the prayers of all the 
ſaints. The holy patriarch Jacob came off 
tlie field with divine approbation, as a prince 
and conqueror even with God himlelf, up- 


on his wreſtling with bim! in fervent prayer. 
* 5 Such 
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Such is the force and power of fervent pray- 
er, that God himſelf ſuffered, as it were, 
his own hands to be tied up at the prayer of 
his ſervant Moſes, that he ſhould not de- 
{troy the rebellious and gain: ſaying Iſrael- 
ites. Elias, we are told, prayed earneſtly 
that it might not rain, and it rained not on 
the face of the earth for. the ſpace of three 
years and ſix months; and, again, he pray- 
ed, and the heavens rained, and the earth | 
brought forth her fruit. He had ſuch power 
with God in this holy duty, becauſe of the 
fervency and ſincerity that accompanied it, 
that both the one and the other happened 
according to his word; that is, according to 
his prayer. In a word, the fervency and 
intention of the ſoul in prayer, I am now 
preſſing, has, in all ages of the world, great- 
ly prevailed to the efficacy of obtaining what 
the petitioner was in want of. To this the 
apoſtle bears teſtimony, when he tells us, 
That the effefual fervent prayer of a righte- 
ous man availeth much. And what other 
thing is fervent prayer, but only prayer 
ſtirred up and enlivened into fervency in 
our ſpirits by the Spirit of God, working 
that frame and diſpoſition in the ſou] ? 


50, 
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_ 5thly, With diligence and importunity. 
This much is ſignified in our bleſſed Lord's 
precept, whoſe office it is to preſent our 
pirayers to the Father; A, and it fall be 
= g:ven you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; knock, and 
n. /hall be opened unto you; as if our bleſſed 
= Saviour had ſaid, alk that which ye have 
need of; will not that be granted which ye 
aſk? Seek after that which ye want, but 
as yet is out of ſight; will that be kept hid 
that ye are looking for? Knock, and it ſhall 
be opened unto you; for God loves to 
be compelled, as it were, and to have a 
force put upon bim by your importunity. 
When he bids us, Al, and we ſhall receive; 
ſeek, and we ſhall find; knock, and it fball 
be opened unto us; he means not, that we 
ſhould grow ſullenly ſilent, if we are not 
heard at firſt; but we muſt aſk and ſeek, 
till we have found; and we muſt ſtand at 
the door, till he thinks fit to open unto us. 
To this ſame purpoſe our bleſſed Saviour 
delivers himſelf in two familiar but inſtru- 
ctive parables; one is of a perſon obtaining, 
by the mere force of importunity, à kindneſs 
at a time of night ſo unſeaſonable, that the 
conſideration of friendſhip could in no other 
way have prevailed for the grant of what he 
| ſought 
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ſought "If The other is a Poor widow, 
who, by continual and repeted importuni- 
ty, weared even a wicked and profligate 
judge into juſtice. Both are examples fitted 
to inſtru@ us, that we ought to continue in- 
ſtant in prayer, and not to be diſcouraged by 
any difficulties we ly under, though God 
doth not preſently comply with our requeſts. 
If therefore the bleſſings we implore and 
aſk, are worth the waiting for, or deferv- | 
ing of our pains, all reaſonable ground of 
deſiſting or leaving off is taken away. 
Diligence and frequency in this duty is 
of doeh indiſpenſible obligation, that we are 
commanded, in holy writ, to pray always. 
Pray, ſaith the apoſtle, without ceaſing : 
which precept is then rightly underſtood, 
when we mean, that no day is to paſs over 
our heads, but in the uſe of certain and ſtated 
times allotted to, and ſpent in prayer: or, 
we muſt ſo watch unto prayer, as the courſe 
of it may not wholly be interrupted by any 
avocations whatſoever. Nor muſt this holy 
importunity and frequency, required in 
prayer, be ſo interpreted, as if God could 
take any delight in it, for its own ſake. He 
only values it for the good effects it produ- 
ces in us. He that made us, needs not be 
changed 
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changed by any arguments we can uſe to 
draw out his affection and kindneſs towardt 

us, ſeeing he is always inclined to do us 
good. But although he is not conquered 
by words, yet, nevertheleſs, he will have 
us pray and perſevere 1 init, n . our 
own ſakes. 

This frequency and win in pray 
er demands not of us the continued acts of 
prayer to the ſecluſion of all other duties, as | 
was the opinion of the Meſſalians, a ſect of 
heretics under the emperor Conſtantius, who 
held that prayer, alone, was ſufficient, in 
place of all other good works and duties of 
religion; but only requires the repeated afts 

of it. As our wants and neceſſities are con- 
tinual and ſuceeſſive, God wills that we 
ſhould addreſs him in them all, and acknow- 
lege him in all the ſupplies we receive of his 
bounty and goodneſs; therefore we are to 
pray. continually, We are not to throw off, 
or lay aſide the affection for prayer, leſt alſo 
we ſhould throw off the habit and uſe of 
prayer, either from our growing weary with 
waiting for an anſwer; or from deſpair of ob- 
taining what we want; or from any other 
reaſon; but we ought to invoke God often, 
and urge him, ſo to ſpeak, with his own promi. 
ſes, 
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ſes, not leaving off even then, when be 
ſeems to have ſhut his ears againſt our re- 
Jer and ſupplications. 

6thly, We muſt aſk in faith. F alth, and a 
madeſt aſſurance of obtaining our requeſts, 
is an eſſential and neceſſary condition for our 


obtaining the acceptation of our prayers 


with God; and therefore the apoſtle exhorts 


us, That, in prayer, we lift up pure hands 
without wrath, ſo alſo without doubting. In 


another place, he faith, Let him aſt in faith, 

nothing wavering ; for let not that man 
think, to wit, him that doubteth, that he 
ſhall receive any thing from the Lord. 
Prayer, without faith, is but like a bird 
without wings, which, though ſhe may 
make a ſhift ro hop with her companions here 
on earth, yet, if ſhe live never ſo long, ſhe 


will never fly aloft to heaven. But when 


prayer and faith accompany each other, 
then doth the foul, together with her pray- 


ers, mount up as upon eagles wings to 


"Chriſt, and to God upon a throne of grace, 
who, though he condemns the violence of 
avarice, in invading the goods and rights of 
another, yet applauds the violence of faith, 


in ſeizing the kingdom of heaven, den 
his own. 


When 
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When, therefore, we can humbly repre- 
ſent unto God the great need we ſtand in of 
che mercies we beg from him, and likewiſe 

from the equity ariſing from his promiſes, 
or from his name and attributes, can plead 
that we ſhould receive them, what ſtrength 
and confidence will not this add ro our faith? 
This will make us come unto God with a 
holy boldneſs, and a humble expectation, 
that he will either anſwer our prayers, or 
convince our reaſons why he ſhould not. 
Of this the evangeliſt gives us a very beau- 
riful and lively illuſtration in the woman of 
Canaan, crying unto our bleſſed Lord in be- 
half of her afflited daughter, Lord, help 
me, etc. The anſwer ſhe receives ſeems, 
at firſt fight, very diſcouraging, and not to 
be overcome by any thing but by the ſtre- 
nuous actings of a ſtrong and lively faith, 
It is not meet, ſays our Saviour, to take the 
childrens bread, and give it unto dogs. Yet 
ſuch was the ſtrength of her faith, that this 
doth not terrify nor affright her; nor does 
ſhe, upon this, give over her ſuit; but ſtill 
ſhe renews her addreſſes with importunity, 
the offspring of her faith, and, at length, to 
catch our bleſſed Lord, ſo to ſpeak, in his 
own words, Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat of 
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As often as ſhe prayed, ſo often in his heart 
he granted her petition; and that he might 
grant often in his heart her deſire, and as of. 


ten hear her prayer, he ſeemingly delayed 


the granting of it, that her faith might have 
full ſcope for its further illuſtration. And 
now our or bleſſed Lord can no longer hold 
out in not granting what ſhe came for, but 
from his own lips, full of grace and truth, 
let fall theſe words of pity and conſolation, 
O woman, great is thy faith; be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt, _ 
But, however eſtabliſhed andwell-ground- 
ed or faith may be on the promiſes of God, 


yet we are not to think that this doth ex- 
clude, but muſt indeed rather neceſſarily in- 


fer the performance of all theſe conditions 
upon which the promiſes are ſuſpended. 
Let me illuſtrate this to you by an inſtance 
or two: for example, we are taught, in pray- 
er, to alk our daily bread; but are we not 
alfo commanded, to ſeek it in the uſe of ho- 
neſt induſtry? or, are we to fit ſtill, and ex- 
pect of God a miracle, in order to our ob- 
taining it? Therefore the obtaining of it, 
in anſwer to prayer, implies ſomething pre- 
vious to this, namely, Labour and induſtry; 
and 
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and that we ſhould beg ſucceſs upon our las 
bours, and the bleſſing of God to proſper and 
reward our diligence. We are likewiſe en- 
couraged, from the promiſes of God, to aſk 
the pardon and forgiveneſs of our fins, em- 


= boldened, from the merey of God, and the 


ſufferings of Chriſt, to depend upon his rich 
and free grace, for the impetration of this re- 
queſt; but then we are ſtrictly ordered, and 
warmly admoniſhed, to repent of our ſins, 
and forſake them: and, therefore, he who 
prays for pardon of his fins, but full com 
nues im an unreformed ſtate, and goes on ob. 
ſtinately in them, hath no juſt foundation to 


= hope for an anſwer to his requeſts; nor can 
hae be ſaid either to aſk in Chriſt's name, ot 


in faith, becauſe he does it not in ſuch a 
manner, and upon ſuch terms, as he hath 


appointed him. 


7thly, The glory of God muſt ly moſt 
at heart, and be principally in our view in 
all that we call upon him for. Hallowed be 
thy name 1s the firſt petition in the Lord's 
prayer. 'The glory of God muſt weigh 
more in our thoughts, be more directly in- 
tended, and more principally aimed at in all 
our approaches to him, than any thing of 
our own proper and private intereſts. It 
| 18 
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is a general rule, applicable to all human a- 
ctions, whether civil or religious, that all 
ſhould be done to his glory. The glory of 
God was the firſt end of our creation; for, 
we are told, the Lord hath made all things for 
himſelf; Prov. xvi. 4. that is, for the illuſtra- 
tion of his power, wiſdom, goodneſs, juſtice, 
truth, and others of his divine perfections. 
If therefore the glory of God is the end 


* which he propounded to himſelf in creating 
man, it muſt needs follow, that that muſt 


be the chief and greateſt end that any man 

can propound to himſelf in his actions. 
This is the fundamental principle of all 

practical religion, that we ſhould aim at the 


glory of God, at pleaſing and honouring | 


him. His glory is chiefly to be our end, 


and principally to be ſought after in the 


common and ordinary actions of life, and 
much more fo in all our acts of religious 
worſhip and devotion. If therefore, in 
prayer, another end be higher in our aims, 
or be nearer at heart, though we are uſing 


the form of prayer unto him, we are but in 
.the mean while worſhipping the idol ſelf, be- 


cauſe, though God be the obje&, yet he is 
not the end. When we petition him for 
any thing, without any due reſpect to his 


glory, 
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glory, this will, in the judgment of an all- 


1 wiſe being, be accounted but the prayer of. 


ſome luſt, perhaps, of pride, avarice, ambition, 
or ſome ſuch like luſt; but if we aſk any thing 


5 principally for this nd; viz. that his glory 
may be advanced thereby, although ſubor- 


dinately for our own good, this is-a prayer 
of grace well-pleaſing unto him, as flowing 


; | from his Spirit, and the well conducted dif. 
poſitions of a pious and holy ſoul. 


Theſe are ſome of the chief concurring 
properties and affections with reſpect to our 


ſpirirs, that muſt neceſſarily accompany all 


our addreſſes unto God in prayer, in order 
to give them an availing force and efficacy. 


Let us therefore, in all our approaches to 


him upona throne of grace, come with hearts 
full of humility; with affections warmed with 
fervency and ſincerity; with truſt and con- 
fidence in his mercy and goodneſs; and with 
pious endeavours and holy aims, that his ho- 
nour and glory may be all in all in our inten- 
tions and deſigns, and then, and then only, 
may we hope that God will be propitious 
in all that we call unto him for. 
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of the advantages arifng to ourſelves 
N ues 8 


E come now, in the next place, to 
diſcourſe a little of the benefits and 
advantages ariſing to ourſelves from the ſtat- 
ed and daily practice of this holy duty. And 
here we muſt take it for granted, and as an 
undeniable truth, that prayer is a main and 
an eſſential part of worſhip belonging to that 
godlineſs, which the apoſtle tells us is profit- 
able unto all things, having the promiſes of 
the life which now 1s, and of that which 1s 
to come. To live without prayer, is to live 
without God in this world; and to live with- 
out God in this world, is to thruſt and put 
far away from ourſelves our part of happi- 
neſs and bliſs, both in this and in the other: 
world. If we are moved and led by views 
of intereſt in- things. that are merely ſecular, 
and belonging to this preſent world, to fol- 
low this or the other courſe of life, or to 


apply ourſelves to this or the other calling, 
ehr 


% 
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ought not much rather advantages of higher 
moment and importance, namely, theſe that 


concern our ſouls and another world, excite 


and determine us to the practice of ſo neceſ- 


ſary and reaſonable a part of duty? We 
ſnall only point out a few of theſe advanta- 
ges that accompany prayer, and put us in 
the poſſeſſion of. And, 

- 1/2, Prayer is of great als and 3 
in that it is an eſtabliſhed means of keeping 
the heart in order, and in a holy frame for 
all the other duties of religion. No part of 
our nature is ſo perpetually changing and 
ſhifting about from one vanity to another as 
the heart. Becauſe of this we all come de- 
ſervedly under Reuben's character, namely, 
of being unſtable as water, and therefore can- 
not excel, Unleſs the heart is guarded 
with fervent and aſſiduous prayer, it is 
apt to exceed its juſt bounds, and is ready 
to give us the ſlip, by letting itſelf looſe to 
every wicked thought, to every inordinate 
affection, and to every ſinful and vain ima- 
gination. It is continually making new 
break-offs from God, and tranſgreſling the 
rules of its duty to him. All its wanders 
ings, diſorders, and confuſions, grow in pro- 
portion, according as prayer is reſtrained, 
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and as the heart is more eſtranged from the 
love of God, and its duty towards him. 


#1 But prayer is a quieting cordial, that calms ce 
and compoſes the diſorders of the heart, and th 
ibs brings it into a more pure and ſerene air, fu 
WH! where, though the damps and ſtorms of tem- Fe 
ö | | ptations may fometimes annoy and ruffle the it 
1 1 beauty of the ſoul, yet are not able to reach a 
itt its vital and more noble parts. It reduces 5 
I. its wanderings and ſtrayings froin God, and d 
Mi brings it into order, and a due temperament, a 
1 by relieving it from the bewitching and en- | 


ſnaring objects of this lower world, with 
which it is entangled, and by guarding it a- 
gainſt theſe tumultuous paſſions, and diſor- 
derly affections, with which it is often in 
danger. It generates and maintains in the 
foul an holy awe and reverence of his dread 
majeſty, that begets in us a fear of committing 
theſe things that formerly our hearts and ſi- 
niſter inclinations had ſo ſtrong a bias and 
tendency unto. 
How little ſoever the feveriſn and vitiat- 
ed taſte of the men of this world may re- 
Tiſh this holy duty, yet there is no- where to 
be found a more ſovereign preſervative a. 
gainſt the heats and boilings of fin ariſing in 
the heart, a more powerful promoter of all 
| vir- 


— 


A — yy —_—— 2 — 
CY ad” Tits. bb OW, SM -4 

- 

: - To 


_—_ — 
tte ti. 
— 


rr gt I ore OR one, Wy 
. 10.00 
IT 


* * 
2 ves. > - lie , . 
1 Ns at am 3 Py 


. open ot rn 
— 
* 
—— — r —— r 
8 0 
- 
* 


— 
D * at ” 
* 


or PRAYER. 129 


gine to fix and ſtay the heart on the true 
center of its own happineſs, which is no o- 
ther than God himſelf; nor a more power- 
ful and prevailing ſollicitor for help and di- 
rection in all the duties God requires of us, 
than the grace of fervent prayer is. Prayer 
is a powerful co-worker with the Holy Spi- 
rit, in keeping the mind in a right frame and 
diſpoſition for all the other acts of true piety 


and undiſguiſed religion, and for keeping the 


heart, when in the moſt ſolitary receſles of 
life, fincere and upright before him. 

-2dly, Prayer, by the inſtitution and ar- 
pointment of God, is the moſt proper and 


ſuitable- means for maintaining and keeping 


up a ſpiritual commerce and intercourſe with 
him in heaven, notwithſtanding we are here 
on earth his footſtool. Amongſt men, we 
know, frequent diſcourſe and interviews 
with one another cultivate friendſhip and 
good-will; as, on the other hand, difuſe, and 
a wilful negle& of friendly and ſocial inter- 
views with one another, is a ſign of diſlike 
and averſ ion. Hence it is, that men of proud 
and high minds will ſometimes ſuffer loſs, 
endure hardſhips and the wants they are un- 


der; rather than ſeek a favour from him they 


virtue and goodneſs; a more effeckual en- 
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and as the heart is more eſtranged from the 
love of God, and its duty towards him. 
But prayer is a quieting cordial, that calms 
and compoſes the diſorders of the heart, and 
brings it into a more pure and ſerene air, 
where, though the damps and ſtorms of tem- 
ptations may ſometimes annoy and ruffle the 
beauty of the ſoul, yet are not able to reach 
its vital and more noble parts. It reduces 
its wanderings and ſtrayings from God, and 
brings it into order, and a due temperament, 
by relieving it from the bewitching and en- 
ſnaring objects of this lower world, with 
which it is entangled, and by guarding it a- 
gainſt theſe tumultuous paſſions, and diſor- 
derly affections, with which it is often in 


danger. It generates and maintains in the 


ſoul an holy awe and reverence of his dread 
majeſty, that begets in us a fear of committing 
theſe things that formerly our hearts and ſi- 
niſter inclinations had ſo ſtrong a bias and 
tendency unto. 

How little ſoever the feveriſh and vitiat- 
ed taſte of the men of this world may re- 
liſh this holy duty, yet there is no-where to 


be found a more ſovereign preſervative a. 
gainſt the heats and boilings of fin ariſing in 


the heart, a more weren promoter of all 


vir- 


or PRAYER. 129 
virtue and goodneſs; a more effeckual en- 
gine to fix and ſtay the heart on the true 
center of its own happineſs, which is no o- 
ther than God himſelf; nor a more power- 
ful and prevailing ſollicitor for help and di- 
rection in all the duties God requires of us, 
than the grace of fervent prayer is. Prayer 
is a powerful co-worker with the Holy Spi- 
rit, in keeping the mind in a right frame and 
diſpoſition for all the other acts of true piety 
and undiſguiſed religion, and for keeping the 
heart, when in the moſt ſolitary receſles of 
life, ſincere and upright before him. 

_ 2dly, Prayer, by the inſtitution and ap- 
pointment of God, is the moſt proper and 
ſuitable: means for maintaining and keeping 
up a ſpiritual commerce and intercourſe with 
him in heaven, notwithſtanding we are here 
on earth his footſtool. Amongſt men, we 
know, frequent diſcourſe and interviews 
with one another cultivate friendſhip and 
good-will; as, on the other hand, difuſe, and 
a wilful negled of friendly and ſocial inter- 
views with one another, is a i ign of diſlike 
and averſion. Hence it is, that men of proud 
and high minds will ſometimes ſuffer loſs, 
end ure hardſhips and the wants they are un- 
der; rather than ſeek a favour from him they 
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hold no friendſhip nth: if they can aha. a 


it no other way than by ſpeaking witli him. 

This holds in ſome meaſure of propor. 
tion, and in ſome degree of analogy be. 
tween God and us. With the ſame kind 


of ſaucy petulaney do men deal with him, 


| 


\ 


| 


although he is willing to be their beſt friend. 
They are oftentimes in wants and ſtraits, in 
trouble and diſtreſs, and likely to periſh; 

yet they will not aſk relief from God, nor 
keep up friendſhip and intercourſe with him 
by prayer. There can therefore be no great- 
er ſign of hatred and diſcord, than for two 
perſons to live together in the ſame houſe, 
and not to ſpeak with one another. That 
perſon then ſpeaks not the truth, but lies. 
in his heart, who ſaith he loves God, and 


yet will not ſpeak with him in prayer, ſeeing. 


a ſpeechleſs friendſhip cannot be diſtinguiſh- 


ed from a ſilent hatred, 


— 


Bur, in this duty, there is a a near 
unto God, a ſiſting of ourſelves immediately 
into his preſence, there to addreſs him in a 
language of his own Spirit's teaching, the 


honour and benefit whereof all redounds un- 
to ourſelves, We have his promiſe for it, 


nigh unto us; if we draw gb unto him by 
fre. | 


' that if we draw nigh unto him, he will draw 


J 
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frequent and fervent prayer, he will 1 
nigh unto us in diſpenſing his favours, in be- 
ſtowing the effects of his friendſhip and lov- 
ing-kindneſs upon us, and in keeping up that 
intercourſe and communion with us, that, 
of all other things, will be of the utmoſt im- 
portance and concern to our beſt intereſts,. 
both in this, and in another world. 

What then can be of greater uſe, or of 
more ſingular advantage to us in this our 
way-faring ſtate, than to have daily PP 4 4 
hip and intercourſe with God, in ew] 
we may fafely truſt and confide, and to 
whom we may freely unboſom ourſelyes in 
matters we deſire to have concealed from all 
the world beſides? This holy communion 
and fellowſhip with him can no otherwiſe 
be kept up and maintained in life and vigour 
than by prayer. In the practice of this 
holy duty, we feel and experience the wind 
blowing upon the garden of our hearts, the 
ſpices flowing forth, and the Holy Spirit 
of God fanning that viral ſpark of holy 
fire it had kindled into a flame. Then do- 
we feel ourſelves tranſported and carried up- 
as upon eagles wings ſoaring and aſcending 
upwards, with hearts diſengaged from lower 
ings, far above this vain world, and all 
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the ſinful pleaſures of it, and, as it it were, 
tranſlated into the very preſence of God, 
where there is an overflowing fulneſs of joy, 
and at whoſe right hand are ſprings of plea- 
ſure for evermore. 

3dly, Prayer is a ſovereign remedy, and 
of general uſe and advantage in all the 
troubles and afflictions of life, we either are 
farrounded with, or liable unto. Man's life 
in this world is a continual flux and reflux 
of events, that we neither can foreſee before 
they happen, nor, if we did, could we pre- 
vent ſuch of them as are many times very 
uneaſy and hard to bear u P under when they 
come. The life of man is chequered with 
a variety of providences, and many of them 
ſo very heavy -and diſtreſſing to human na- 
ture, conſidered in itſelf, that, when he 
looks on the right hand, or on the left, he 


can find no where an aſylum or place of re- 


fuge, but by having recourle unto God by 
prayer. 

To-day he is in health, and in the full 
ſtrength and vigour of life; to-morrow he is 
ſeized with the 3 of ſome waſting 
and lingering ſickneſs; at preſent he is pro- 
ſperous, and in a very flouriſhing condition, 
by the candle of the Lord * on his ta- 

er- 
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bernacle; but anon he is ſunk in the deptbs 
of a duſky and diſpiriting adverſity. Juſt 
now he is in favour with his prince, in ho- 
nour and eſteem amongſt his friends, relati. 
ons, and countrymen; but, by and bye, he 
becomes the object of their ſcorn and diſre- 
gard; and, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Being in 
honour, he abideth not, but is like the beaſts 
that periſh: for the preſent he is bleſt with a 
numerous offspring of hopeful children, lite 
olive plants ſet round about his table; but, 
by and bye, as the Lord ſpeaks in the pro- 
phet, their glory flies away like a bird, in 
their ſudden and unexpected death, and per- 
haps with them bereaved beſides of the de- 
fire of his eyes. Now, fitting under the 
ſun-ſhine of proſperity, he is ready to ſay 
within himſelf, that his mountain ſtands fo 
ſtrong, that he ſhall never be moved; but 
when God hides his face, by and bye he is* 
troubled in body, mind, and eſtate, and all 
manner of troubles and afflictions flow in 
upon him like a torrent. Conſider man un- 
der theſe various viciſſitudes and changes of 
providence, will it not be of the utmoſt im- 
portance to have ſome out-gate or other to 
fortify and ſupport him under all theſe diffe- 


rent and oppolite events of life he 1s liable 
unto? 


A* 
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unto? And can he imagine a more ſafe and 


ready one, than to have his recourſe unto 


God by prayer, whoſe name is as a ſtrong 


_ tower, unto which the righteous betake them- 
ſelves, and are ſaved? 
This was the conſtant practice, and the 


moſt uſual and ordinary retreat of the royal 


Pſalmiſt, and others of the ſaints, in all ar 


troubles and ailments. When he was under 


the hidings of God's face and favour, and 
ſeemed to ) himſelf left and forſaken by him; 
when the mouths of wicked and deceitful 
men were opened againſt him; when they 
eompaſſed him about with words of hatred,. 


and fought againſt him without a cauſe; 


when, for his love, they became his ene- 


mies; and when, though innocent, they be. 


came his moſt implacable and unrelenting 
perſecutors; yet, under all theſe events and 
turns of providence, under all the various: 
ſufferings and trials he underwent, he ſteers: 
the beſt courſe for his own ſafety and ad- 
vantage that poſſibly he could think of, 
which was by commending himſelf to the 
divine protection and favour of God in. 
prayer; But, ſaitb he, I gave myſelf unto 
prayer; that is, having God for my refuge, 
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I committed myſelf and cauſe to his ors : 
Rion, Pal. cix. 2, 3, 4. f 
It is certain, that no man either 1 18, or” | 
can be ſafe, but under the protection of 
God. There are ten thouſand: unſeen ac- 
cidents, and ſurprizing events;.that:may dil. 
appoint our moſt plauſible hopes,. and daſh | 
our moſt hopeful confidences into pieces, If 
therefore we believe that God governs the 
world by a holy, all. Wile, and unerring pr ovi- 
dence, it is both our intereſt and advantage, as 
well as our duty, to addreſs him by prayer, 
ſeeing, otherwiſe, we have no elaim or title 
to his care and protection. Prayer doth great. 
ly relieve us under every croſs and trial he is 
pleaſed to appoint us, and is a preſent and 
fafe refuge in times of trouble and diſtreſs. 
It is a moſt ſeaſonable and becoming duty in 
every emergency of life, anda ſovereign medi- 
cine in every one of our ailments, being a ſalve 
for every ſore, and a cordial to the ſoul under 
all its fears and faintings. Prayer is the key 
that opens the door of God's mercy and 
grace to us, and the ſluice that keepeth out 
an inundation of judgments from flowing in 
upon, and overwhelming us; all which ſhewg. 
us how- beneficial this duty of prayer is to. 
our belt intereſts and concerns. 
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4thly, The practice of it exerciſes and gives 
ſtrength and nouriſhment to all the graces 
of the Spirit implanted in the foul. This 
muſt naturally turn out, ar length, with re- 
ſpect to our Chriſtian character, to our un- 
ſpeakable benefit and advantage. Hereby 
we grow . up from being low ſhrubs in 
the valley, to be as tall cedars planted in 
the garden of God, and watered by his own 
hand. There is not a grace of the Spirit 
in us, but what is more and more quicken- 
ed, enlivened, and ſtrengthened, by our 
being frequent and fervent in prayer. Rea- 
ſon and experience both teach us, that in- 
fuſed habits, the more they are exerciſed, 
the more they are increaſed and ſtrengthen- 
ed. Although the ſupernatural habit of 
grace is not acquired by any repeated acts 
of duty, but is wholly the work of God's 
Spirit within us, yet it is preſerved, cheriſh- 
ed, and ſtrengthened in the way of duty. 
God, in his infinite wiſdom and grace, hath 
ſo ordered it, that we ſhould live in the ex- 
erciſe of this habit, and by the frequent re- 
petition of its acts, it is kept alive in the ſoul; 
whereas, on the contrary, without ſuch re- 
petitions, it will ſoon languiſh, grow weak- 
er, and, at length, quite extinguiſh and die. 
„ And 
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And therefore prayer, from amongſt all 
other duties of religion, ſets humility on 
work; for therein we proſtrate ourſelves 


before God; -and after a humble-and peni- 
tent confeſſion of our ſins and guilt, we ac- 


knowlege that there is no worth, merit, or 


goodneſs in us to procure the leaſt of theſe 
favours aud bleſſings we implore him for. 
It puts faith in exerciſe to believe the pro- 


miſes; and, to believe the promiſes, is to 


give God the glory of his truth and faithful- 
neſs. Faith, when lively, and in vigour, 
pours forth prayer; and prayer, poured 
forth, ſtrengthens and works in us the firm. 


neſs and ſtability of faith. This made holy 


Auſtin ſay, © Let us have faith, that we may 
pray; and let us pray, that that faith by 


* which we pray may not fail.“ | 
Prayer likewiſe keeps hope in life and ſpi- 
rit, by a conſtant expectation of the things 
hoped for. The frequent exerciſe of prayer 
yields growth and nouriſhment to hope, and 
truly perfects it. This it doth, becauſe hope 
frequently excites to prayer, and likewiſe 
becauſe none ſeriouſly aſks that which he 
hopes not at ſome happy time or other to re- 


ceive. On this account the Pſalmiſt joins 


2D prayer and hope together; 1 prevented, faith 


he, 
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he, the dawn of the morning, ol RENT" F 
hoped i in thy word; that is, J ſent up early 
cries in prayer to thee before the morning 
light appeazed, conſtantly hoping for, and 
expecting the performance of thy promiſe to 
me, Pſal. cxix. 147. 

It ſets love on work to exerciſe itſelf in 
acts of adoration and worſhip, and fills the 
foul with a holy admiration of God, when 
ſhewing forth in this duty the glorious per- 
fedtions and excellencies of his nature, 
Though this divine flame of love unto God 
is kindled from above; ye nothing is more 
certain, than that prayer is the fuel by which 
this holy flame is fed, heightened, and main- 
rained in the ſoul. Nothing conduces more 
to the cheriſhing and heightening in our 
minds, a holy, pure, and ardent love to- 
wards him, than a frequent recolleQion, and 
a juſt eſtimation of his wonderful goodneſs. 
and innumerable benefits towards us, which 
we commemorate and call over in our minds 
with thankſgiving and grateful acknowlege- 
ments in prayer. In our addreſſes unto the 
ſupreme being, our ſouls are more and more 
warmed, and raiſed up into a heavenly glow 
of affection; and it is the breath of prayer 
that fans this. holy fire, whereby we are na- 
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turally led to love that God by whom we are 
allowed this freedom of acceſs, and in whoſe 
preſenee we find ſuch ſweet repoſe and con- 
tentment. 1 818 
Moreover, prayer makes room for pati- 
ence to improve and exerciſe itſelf. Many | 
times our heavenly Father tries our tempers, | 
by ſuſpending his favours and mercies, | 
which indulgence, and readineſs to give, | 
are but too apt to ſpoil and abuſe. He 
makes us to know and underſtand our de- 
pendence upon him, and trains us up to pa- 
tience and reſignation, by making us wait 
with conſtancy and perſeverance; for, in- 
deed, we are not fit to receive, till we are 
fully fatisfied that he is the propereſt judge, 
when, as well as how, and what to give; 
and that, in all theſe regards, he proceeds 
upon reaſons not only good and wile in 
themſelves, but alſo beneficial and profit- 
able unto us. This, therefore, ſhould en- 
courage us to be conſtant and perſevering 
in this duty, and to wait with patience for 
an anſwer, ſeeing God's delaying to anſwer | 
theſe petitions, which he never intended ab. 
folutely to deny, may ſometimes be done 
with gracious deſign to increaſe and ſtrength- 
en the ſtock of our virtue, in order to ren- 
| der 


F 


140 THe ADVANTAGES 
der it the more conſpicuous, and thereby to 


prove us the fitter and more worthy of re- 
ceiving the favours and bleſſings we apply 
unto him for. 

It is the temper of proud and ſcornful 
ſpirits, not to brook with any delay; they 


turn pee viſn and fretful, if they are not an-. 


{wered, as ſoon as they themſelves think fit. 
M rom this temper of ſpirit ſprang that impi- 
ous and blaſphemous ſ peech of one of Ifrael's 


kings, Behold, this evil is of the Lord; what 


ſhould Twant for the Lord any longer? 2 Kings 


vi. 36. The grace of patience doth not ſud- 


denly break off from prayer, bur keeps com- 
pany.with this holy duty, and waits till God 
ſhall ſee fit to return an anſwer to the petiti- 
ons that are put vp unto him. This was the 
ſpirit and affection of ſoul that influenced the 
practice ofthe royal Pſalmiſt, [rvarredpatiently 
for the Lord, and he inclined unto me, and beard 
mycry ; as if he had ſaid, I ſee it is good to wait 
upon the Lord in prayer, and to wait upon 
him with conſtancy and perſeverance in-the 
moſt patient manner; for though he hath made 
me to wait very long, yet, at laſt, he hath 
been graciouſly pleaſed to condeſcend unto 
me, and to grant me my deſire, Pſal. xl. 1. 


5thly, 
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5thly, Prayer being the voice of God's 

Spirit in us, it has a power and virtue ac- 
companying it, to accompliſh and bring a- 
bout great and marvellous effects, and to 
draw down upon ourſelves bleſſings of the 
higheſt value and importance. That we 
may pray is a jewel of Chriſt's purchaſe, pur- 
chaſed by him for us, and bequeathed by 
him to us; which gives us freedom of acceſs 
unto God in this duty. On our part, it is 
likewiſe the ſaints ambaſlador, that, on e- 
very occaſion, goes to heaven to fetch hi- 
ther from thence theſe bleſſings and gifts of 
his grace he ſees needful, and thinks fit to 
beſtow upon us. What are the things that 
prayer hath not ſome time or other obtain- 
ed? 'The heavens, the earth, and all the 
elements comply with, and wait with hands 
ſtretched out and lifted up unto God in pray- 
er. There ſeems to be ſome kind of omni- 
potency accompanying this duty above all 
others, as having an intereſt in, and, as it 
were, a prevalency with God's omnipotency, 
ſo to ſpeak, to draw it the way that prayer 
would have it to go. It is that work of the 
Spirit that unlocks the treaſures of God's fa- 
vours and bleſſings, that they may deſcend 
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from thence upon us, and that we may be 
enriched with the fulneſs of them all. 
As the fruit of frequent and fer vent pray- 


er, we ſee, it was that Cornelius received 


the bleſling of divine illumination and inſtru- 
ction in the ſaving truths of God. Ephraim, 


in the prophet, prays for converting grace, 
Turn me, O Lord! and T1 ſhall be turned. 


To which God preſently makes anſwer, 7s 
Ephraim my dear ſon? is he a pleaſant child? 
For fince I ſpake againſt him, I do earneſtly 
remember him ſtill ; therefore my bowels are 
troubled for him: I will ſurely have mercy 
on bim, faith the Lord, Remiſſion and par— 
don of fin is a bleſſing of infinite worth and 
value to us; but, great as the bleſſing is, 
prayer is the moſt effectual means of coming 
by it; 7 ſaid, T will confeſs my tranſgreſſions 
unto the Lord, and thou forgaveſt the iniquity 
of my fin; for this ſhall every one that is god- 
ly pray unto thee, etc. that is, by my ex- 
ample, they ſhall implore thy pardoning. 
grace and mercy, and fo obtain the pardon: 
of theirs alſo, Pſal. xxxii. 5, 6. Wiſdom and 
knowlege to conduct us in our way heaven- 
ward, and in all the affairs of life, is the 
gift of God's grace, and deſcendeth from a- 


bove; but yet our ſucceſs in. obtaining this 
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is founded upon our aſking it in faith by fre- 


uent and fervent prayer; If any manlackwifs 
dom, let hi m aſk of God,who giveth toall menlibe- 
rally, and it ſball be given him. Even fools and 


_ novices in wiſdom, if they are petitionersatthe 


throne of grace, are, by virtue of this pro - 
miſe, in the fair and fureft way to be wile. 
All the works of men, and, which is more, 
the works of God, and of nature too, ſeem 
all of them to obey prayer. Known in fa- 
cred ſtory are the inſtances hereof of Abra- 
ham, Moſes, Job, Joſhua, Elijah, Daniel, 
Nehemiah, and others, who i in prayer were 
powerful and ſucceſsful in their interceſſions 
with God. Of Jacob, that mighty wreſtler 
in prayer, it is ſaid, that, as a prince, he pre- 
vailed with God; for that he would not let 
him go till he obtained a bleſſing. Known 
alfo is the ſtory of that famous Chriſtian Le- 
gion's power with God in prayer, who, un- 
der the command of Antoninus the emperor, 
obtained a moſt notable victory over his ene- 
mies, through the efficacy of their prayers, 
for which they were honoured ever after 
with the name of Fulminatrix, or the 'Thun- 


dering Legion. Marvellous and ſurprizing 


have been the effects that have enſued upon 


the efficacy of prayer. If we read, and ob- 
ſerve 
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ſerve the ſacred records, we will find, that an 
it hath looſed iron chains, and opened iron fe 
gates; it hath bolted and unbolted the win- MW It 
dows of heaven; quenched the fury of fire; de 
calmed the rage of lions; made the barren n 
womb fruitful; healed the ſick; broke the ti 
bars of death, and raiſed the dead to life. C 
The moſt inveterate and implacable malice, -. tl 
the malice of Haman ſhrivels and withers a- 4 


way in the deſtruction and overthrow of 
himſelf at the prayer of Eſther; the deepeſt 
policy, the counſel of Ahitophel, is blaſted, 
and flies away like ſmoke, into nothing, at 
the prayer of David; and the moſt numerous 
armies, even an hoſt of a thouſand thouſand 
Ethiopians run away, as totally vanquiſhed 
and overcome at the prayer of Aſa, _ 
Thus we fee, when once the ſpirit of 
prayer is infuſed into the foul, what a num- ( 
ber of realadvantages it is accompanied with, Þ|D 
< 


and carries along with it. In all the panoply 
of a Chriſtian's armour, none more fit, or 
turns out to a better account for our bene- 
fit and advantage. What the heart is to a | 
living creature, or blood and ſpirits to the f 
natural life, that prayer is, and much more, | 
to the life of vital and undiſguiſed religion, 
What reſt is to the weary, or joy to the ſad; 
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and mournful, or ſtrength to the weak and 

feeble, prayer is all that to the afflicted ſoul. 
In all the afflictions and troubles we are un- 

der, when prayers are ſtrongeſt, mercies are 

+ neareſt. Hence it was, that ſome of the an 
tient fathers called prayer the ſacrifice of a 
Chriſtian, the key of heaven, the ſuccour of ; 
the needy, and a foil wherewithal to van | 

quiſh and overcome the devil. 


. by. 3 | | 


7 Objedtions againſt prayer anſwered, 


HE heart of man 18 naturally deceit- 
ful, eſpecially i in things pertaining to 
God and religion, and is ready to raiſe and 

maintain within itſelf dark and groundleſs 
objections againſt clear and poſitive precepts. 

„Some, perhaps, to excuſe themſelves in te 

omiſſion of prayer; and others again, per- 
haps, with deſign to invalidate the neceſſi- 
ty of this duty altogether, argue from ſuch 
falſe principles of reaſoning, as T think will 
be hard to ſkreen them from the imputation 
of that guilt, that by their contempt they 
throw 
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throw upon this holy duty. The great au · 

thor of our beings, and of all nature beſides, 
made not any thing 1 in vain, nor did appoint | 
this great law and duty of prayer in a way, 


as if it were an .evanid, frivolous, or indif- 


ferent thing, that might either be gone a- 


bout, or omitted, according to our pleaſure, 
the one way or the other. We {hall there- 
fore anſwer, in this head of diſcourſe, ſome 
of theſe objections, that the negle& and con- 
tempt of this plain and poſitive duty ſeems 
mainly founded upon, wherein we hope it 
will plainly appear, that there can be no ex- 
cuſe to juſtify or warrant the omiſſion of it. 


; Oi. Iſt, Some, perhaps, will fay, I have 


kept up a daily courſe of prayer for a long time 
paſt, but I ſee nothing come of it; J return 
from my cloſet, and from the church, juſt 
the ſame I went in. No anſwer is given to 
my calls; none ſpeaks comfort to me; my 
petitions are not granted; but I ſeem to have 
taken all this pains to no manner of pur- 


Anſw. This is a common, but withal a 
very fooliſh objection, and muſt either pro- 
ceed from the ignorance or impatience of 
thoſe that allege it. Theſe people do not 
conſider the import of that promiſe, which 

he, 
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he, in whom all the promiſes are yea and as | 
men, hath left us on record for our encou- 


ragement. Therefore I ſay unto you, what 
things ſoever ye fhall deſire when ye pray, be- 
lieve that ye ſhall receive them, and ye ſhall 
have them, Mark xi. 24. Do not therefore 


grow weary of prayer, nor faint, as if it were 
a thing of no benefit or advantage; for he to 


whom thou prayeſt makes great account of 
it; and this makes him ſometimes to defer 
to grant our prayers, becauſe he rejoiceth 
to hear them repeated. God often grants 
our requeſts, although not at the ſame time 
we would have it, but defers it till ſome o- 
ther time, wherein it ſeems fitteſt to infinite 
wiſdom to be done. In the firſt year of Da- 
rius, Daniel prays for the rerurn of the cap- 
tivity of his people; but God, for wiſe ends 
known to himſelf, defers it till the firſt year 
of Cyrus, Dan. ix. 1, 2. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 22, 
There is not a word thou ſpeakeſt, but e- 
ven before it is well out of thy mouth, he 


orders it to be written in his book; and one 


of theſe two things we may ſafely depend 


upon, and ſhould be poſſeſſed with the moſt 


aſſured perſuaſion, that God will either give 
us the very thing we aſk, or, in its ſtead, 
fomewhat elſe, which his wiſdom knows to 
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be far better for us. God ſometimes defers 
to grant our petitions, becauſe he rejoiceth 


to hear our prayers repeated. 

Obj. 2d. We cannot conceive how our 

prayers ſhould ſignify any thing with God, 
to obtain theſe bleſſings and favours which 
he would not have beſtowed upon us, with- 
out our aſking. We allow, indeed, that to 
be good and virtuous, is neceſſary to intitle 
us to the favour and protection of a ſuper- 
intending providence; and we have reaſon 
to believe and hope, that God will be good, 
and do good to juſt and good men, whether 
they aſk it of him or not; but we cannot ſee 
for what wiſe ends prayer ſerves, or how it 
ſhould be any reaſon for God to give what 
we aſk of him. 

Anſ. T ſhall give but a ſhort anſwer to 
this objection; and this J ſhall do by way of 
analogy. Does any good man, though he 
knows our wants, think himſelf therefore 
bound to ſupply them without our ng? 
Or do we think it any diminution to a man's 
goodneſs, or any derogation from his worth, 
that he will not give unleſs he be aſked? 
Though therefore God be willing to beſtow 
his bleſſings upon us, yet he will have us 
aſk them before he doth it. Thus even fa- 

thers 
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thers do with. their children, though they 


intend to beſtow ſuch things upon them as 


are needful, yet they will have their child. 
ren to aſk them. 

Good men, indeed, will ſometimes do a 
great manyexcellent things without being aſk- 
ed, and ſo does a good God alſo; but, in moſt 
caſes, they think it very reaſonable to be 
aſked, for what we want, and that it pro- 
ceeds from pride and ſaucineſs not to aſk; 
which temper of mind they think is eie 
enough not to give. All men expect, that 
they who depend upon them, and know 
that they may have it for the · aſcing; ] fay, 
they expect, in this caſe, that they ſhould 
alk for what they want. The moſt tender 
parents expect this from their children, and 
will many times ſee their wants, but yet will 
let them want ſtill, until they think fit 
to aſk. If therefore wiſe and good men ex- 
pect this from their dependents, may not a 
wiſe and good God as reaſonably expect this 
from his creatures, who have their whole 
dependence upon him? Nor can any man 
ſhew wherein lies the difference; for if, it 
be conſiſtent with wiſdom and goodneſs to 
expect to be aſked, why may not a wiſe and 
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good God expect to be aſked for what we 
want, as well as a wiſe and good man? 
Obj. 3d. Does not God know before we 
| aſk, or needs he to be informed by our pe- 
titions, what we would have him to do for 
us? Are not our inavoidable neceſſities, 


and his own eſſential goodneſs, a ſufficient | 


motive for him to give? Or does he want 
to be informed, intreated, and importuned? 
Which, if he did, we think would argue a 
want of goodneſs in him. 

Anſ. Prayer was never inſtituted, nor ap- 


pointed of God, for his own information, as 
if he was ignorant till then of our wants; 


but he appointed it to be the expreſſion of 
our deſires to him; not to furniſh him with 
a knowlege of our neceſſities, but to mani- 
feſt to him, by ſome rational ſign convenient 
to our nature, our ſenſe of theſe wants which 
he knows by himſelf, from his own omniſci- 
ency. Prayer, then, is not deſigned to acquaint 
God with the knowlege of our neceſſities, 
but to expreſs the deſire we have that all our 
wants may be ſupplied by him. God, it is 
true, knows our wants, but hath not made 
a promiſe barely to our wants, but to our 
aſking, that his ſufficiency in ſupply, as well 


as his omniſciency in knowing our wants, 


may 


£ 
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may have a ſenſible honour in our acknow- 


legements and receipts. It is therefore an 


ill uſe we make of this perfection of God's 
omniſciency, when we neglect prayer as need- 
leſs, becauſe he knows our wants already. 


The deſign, therefore, of prayer, is not to : 
+ adminiſter knowlege to God, but to acknow- 


lege, ia a due manner, this admirable per- 
fection of the divine nature. If God did 
not know, there were indeed no uſe of pray- 
er; and it would be a thing as vain to ſend 


up our petitions to heaven, as to implore the 


ſtatue or picture of a prince for protection 
from our enemies. We pray, becauſe God 
knows our wants; but yet, though God 


knows our wants with a knowlege of viſion, 
he will not know them with a knowlege of 


ſupply, till he is ſought unto. If God is to 
be worſhipped at all, as who will dare to de- 
ny, then he is to be called upon in prayer; 
and the invocation of his name, in our ne. 
ceſſities, is a chief act of worſhip we owe un- 
to him. It was becauſe of this, that the 
temple, the place of God's ſolemn worſhip, 
was not called the houſe of ſacrifice, but tlie 
houſe of prayer. 

O0. 4th. God, from all eternity, knows 


both what we want, and what we have need 
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of; and if he has decreed to ſupply our 


wants, he will do this, if he pleaſes, with- 
out our entreaties; and, if not, he will not 
be moved by all the arguments we can make 


uſe of in prayer. 
Anſ. Although it be true, that all the ar- 


guments we can urge, and all the reaſons / 


we can allege, cannot alter the purpoſes and 
_ determinations of God, as to any event 
that he hath immutably fore-ordained ; yet 
God, who decreed and ordained to confer 
any good upon us, at the ſame time decreed 
alſo to convey it to us by this way and order, 
namely, by prayer; and therefore let us not 


put aſunder what God hath joined toge- 


ther. The means that he wills in the exe. 
cution of his decrees, and the thing itſelf 
that is decreed, fall both of them under the 
fame determination. When therefore God 
hath decreed to do any thing, he hath 
decreed to do it by theſe means that are 


of his own appointment; and therefore 


prayer being of his own appointment, it 
comes as well within the compaſs of the 
decree, as the thing itſelf that is prayed 
for. The Lord promiſes in Ezek. xxxvi. 
that he will do ſuch and ſuch things for his 
people, and that he will confer ſuch and 

ſuch 
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ur MM ſuch bleſſings upon them; but yet he adds, 
the © TI will be enquired by the houſe of Judah; 


ot dhat is, I will do theſe things, according to 
ke my eternal purpoſe, but they ſhall aſk me, 
they ſhall ſeek me firſt. We muſt not fo 
ar- reaſon, as to make the chief cauſe to take 
ns away the ſubordinate means; but we mult 
id | ſerve God's purpoſes and providences; and 
it EF ſiunce he hatheſtabliſhed this order and courſe 
„„ ſeeking by prayer what we want, it is our 
r duty to ſerve him in it, denying | our own 
d Þ® will to any other. ; 


God hath purpoſed and decreed to give 
this or that good thing to man, and to ayert 
this or that evil from him; but all this is con- 
ditionally, and by the means of enquiring 
after him, and aſking for it. Many times 
he turns his own decrees and purpoſes con- 
cerning bleſſings to be conferred, or evils to 
be inflicted, into promiſes to the good, and 
into threatenings to the wicked; and theſe 
promiſes and threatenings are to be turned 
by us, in our prayers, into petitions and 
deprecations. There is no bleſling, nor any 
good thing we can want, or ſtand in need | | 
of, but what he hath promiſed to give, upon | | 
our ſincere and ardent deſire of it. If we” 
alk according to his reveled will (and it 
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would be preſumption i in a creature, depend. 


ing upon his ſovereign, to aſk any thing that 


he knows God has declared to be againſt 


his will) the unchangeableneſs of his nature 
will aſſure us of the grant. 


Our bleſſed Lord, the great pattern of 


prayer, knew very well that all events were 


determined of God; yet, nevertheleſs, he 


ſpent whole nights in that duty; and who 


knew more of God's mind and love than he? 


becauſe, as he was man, he was a creature; 
and, becauſe, -as he was man, he received 


good from his Father; bur yet, to ſhew his 

-dependence, he continually prayed; for he 

ſanctified every thing by prayer. He had 
a a full and eſtabliſhed aſſurance of ſupply 
and aſſiſtance in the arduous taſk he under- 
took, and of his exaltation after it; and that 


his Father would not ſuffer his Holy One 


to ſee corruption, nor ly in the ſtate of the 
dead. He was well aſſured by promiſes 
made to him, and confirmed by the oath of 
God, that he ſhould be a prieſt for ever af 
ter the order of Melchizedeck; he knew very 


well, that he was ſoon to go out of this 
world to his Father, to be poſſeſſed of the 


higheſt exaltation at the Father's right hand, 
and that the Father had put all things under 


him, 
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d. him, making him Lord of heaven and earth; 
at be knew that, by the decree of heaven, 
Nt EE the Father had determined to raiſe him a- | 
re cain to life after his death and burial, and 
then to crown him with glory and honour. 
in the heavens? but though he knew all this 
e © was ratified in the eternal decrees and pur- 
e poles of God the Father; yet he prays with 
» ardour and fervency to his Father, that he 
2 would glorify him with himſelf, with that 


| glory, which he had with him before the 
i world was, John xvii. 5. 

; Oi. 5th. Can God be moved or changed 
by our prayers, to alter his counſels and 
purpoſes, and to do that good for us, which, 
1 otherwiſe, he would not have done, or to 
keep off theſe evils from us, which he in- 

? tended to bring upon us? If it be ſo, this 
repreſents God to be as changeable and 
fickle as man, and mightily derogates from 
the immutability of his nature and counſels. 

Anſ. In order to obviate this objection, 
and what difficulties it ſeems to earry in it, 
give me leave to premiſe ſome few things, in 
order to illuſtrate the ſolution of it. And 
here it is premiſed, in the firſt place, 

1/?, That it is impoſſible to conceive of 
an infinitely perfect and pure mind, without 

G5 un- 
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underſtanding, will, affections, wiſdom, anld a 
knowlege; and all theſe we muſt conceive | 
to be in God in an infinitely perfect degree. 
It is as impoſſible to conceive of infinite wil: | 
dom, underſtanding, and knowlege, with- 
out an intellectual approbation and abhor- 
rence, becauſe infinite wiſdom and under- 
ſtanding muſt, of neceſſity, approve or dit- 
approve, and the ſeveral ways of approving 
or diſapproving, do conſtitute the ſeveral af. 
fections of the mind; and therefore theſe at- 
fections mult be as perfect in God, as perfect 
wiſdom and knowlege are, but yet as void 
of ſenſible paſſions and perturbations, as an 
infinitely pure and perfect Spirit can be con- 
ceived to be. 
2aly, The infinitely pure and "PIP will 
of God is unchangeably ſer to love righte- 
ouſneſs, and to hate iniquity, and from his 
love to the one to reward it, and from his 
hatred to the other to puniſh it. God al- 
ways acts according to the immutable nature 
of his own holineſs, and can no more change 
in his affections to good and evil, than he can 
change in his own eſſence. If then a perſon, 
now righteous, contracts and draws down 
upon himſelf the anger and diſpleaſure of 


God, by reaſon of ſome offence committed 
| againſt 
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againſt him; or, if a perſon, now wicked 
and ſinful, obtains the love and favour of 
God, by reaſon of his turning from ſin unto _ 


new obedience; in both caſes, it is plain, the 


change is not in God, but in the perſons 
themſelves. When, therefore, from loving 
any perſon, God becomes angry with him, 
or, being angry, he becomes appeaſed, in 


theſe caſes God is not changed, becauſe he 


acts according to his eternal mind and will, 
which is unchangeably ſet to love righteouſ- 
neſs, and hate iniquity; but the change is 


in the perſons themſelves; and, according to 


the change or alteration of the perſon, ſo he 
ſtands in a different and various relation to 


God his maker. | 
24ly, We premiſe, that an innocent or 


righteous perſon is the object of God's fa- 
vour and good will; and a perſon offending 
againſt him is the object of his anger and 
diſpleaſure. From hence follows a change 
in the diſpenſations of God towards them, 
according as he finds a change in the perſons 
making themſelves capable of ſuch diſpenſa- 
tions; and therefore the Pſalmiſt ſays, With 
the pure, thou wilt ſhew thyſelf pure; and, 
with the froward, thou wilt ſhew thyſelf fro. 
ward, Pal, xviii. 26. So that the perſon 

| hav- 
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having a different ſtate or turn of mind from 
what he had before, he falls under a different 
affection or diſpenſation. And therefore, if | 
God have ſuch affections, as may be moved 
in a way and manner ſuitable to the perfe- 
ctions of the divine nature, then prayer may 
move and prevatl with him to ſhew mercy 
and kindneſs to thoſe whoſe piety is unfeigned, 
andto avert evil that is threatened from them 
that forſake the evil of fin. Thus the ſcri- 
pture repreſents the matter, and without 
fuch a repreſentation as this, there can be no 
fatisfying reaſon or foundation of prayer. 
Theſe few particulars being premiſed; in 
anſwer, therefore, unto the objection now 
before us, we ſay, that the paſſions and af. 
fections of human nature, ſuch as love, 
Joy, hatred, anger, ſorrow, repentance, com- 
_ paſſion, pity, etc. are fickle and inconſtant 
things. When, therefore, they move by ex- 
ternal and ſenſible impreſſions, either againſt 
reaſon, or at leaſt without it, they betray 
men to that unevenneſs and uncertainty in 
all their actions, as diſparages both their wiſ- 
dom and their goodneſs, Yet theſe affections, 
that, in ſcripture, are attributed: unto God, 
are, in him, in ſuch a perfect and excellent 
manner, as becomes an infinite and eternal 
— 
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mind: nor are they merely inſtruments, but 


rather the powers of action, and are as eſſen. 


tial to an infinite and eternal mind, as wiſ- 
dom and knowlege are. 


| But though men, indeed, are changeable 
in their wills, counſels, and affections; yet 


we do not uſe to charge any man with fickle- 
neſs and inconſtancy, only becaule he gives 
when he is aſked,. and will not give when he 


is not aſked. Nor does it prove any man to 


be mutable, to change, only as a wiſe and im- 
mutable rule requires him to change; the rea- 
ſonis, becauſe ſuch uniform and regular chan- 


ges as theſe prove rather an immutability of 
counſels than any inconſtancy in the perſon 


ſo changing. Now, an infinitely pure mind, 


ſuch as God is, muſt have pure and intel- 
lectual affections, which move with greater 


ſtrength and certainty, though without the 
leaſt diſturbance or ruffle of human paſſions, 
than what is compatible to any creature of 
the moſt exalted order. If this, then, be 
the ſtanding rule of providence, that aſking 
ſhould precede receiving, it argues no more 
a change in God to give when we aſk, and 
not to give when we do not aſk, than it is to. 
puniſh a man when he is wicked, and to re- 
ward him when he is ö 
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The counſel of God ſtands ſure; there. 
fore, whatever changes are in the world, 
they are not in God, nor his will, but in 
the events of things, and in their different 
relations they ſtand in unto him; they are 
not in the Creator, but in the creatures 
themſelves. Prayer doth not deſire any 


change in God, but is only offered up to 


him, that he would be pleaſed to confer 
theſe things that he hath immutably willed 
to communicate, but yet willed them not 
without prayer as the proper means of ob- 
taining them. In prayer we make an ac- 
knowlegement of our dependence upon God; 
which dependence could have no firm foun- 
dation, unleſs he were unchangeable. If, 
therefore, we omit prayer, God is not 
changed, in not giving us the bleſſings he 


hath promiſed; and the reaſon is, becauſe 


he hath only promiſed them in the way of a 
due addreſs to him; and to this his immuta- 


bility is our great encouragement. There 


is then no change in God that our prayers 
make; but the change is in ourſelves, that is 
the cauſe of our ſucceſs. He is unchange- 
ably determined to grant, or not to grant, 
according as men do, or do not perform the 


conditions he hath fixed for granting. There- 
3 fore 


pon, 
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fore all depends upon our qualifications and 
fitneſs to receive that which he is always 
ready to give when we are duly qualified, 
And nothing hath ſo great a tendency to ren- 
der us the proper objects of his mercy, that 
is, truly good men, as frequent and fervent 
prayer. : 

To be moved by affections, when eter- 
nal reaſon, and not mere ſenſe, move them, 
can be no diſparagement to the immutabili- 
ty of ſupreme wiſdom and goodneſs; be- 
cauſe right reaſon is an even and ſteddy 
thing, moving equally in every one of its 
motions: nor is it any reproach, either to 
the divine nature or providence, to ſay that 


God is moved by our prayers to do that for 


us, which, otherwiſe, he would not have 
done; for it neither unbecomes God nor 
men to be moved by reaſon. Nor doth it 
import a changeableneſs in God, that he 
doth not infli& the judgments, nor execute 
the threatenings that ſometimes he denoun- 


ceth againſt men for their offences, as when 


Ifaiah, from the Lord, ſaid to Hezekiah, Set 
thine houſe in order ; for thou ſhalt die, and 
not live; and yet by the ſameprophet, a very 
little after, perhaps in no longer time than 


good Hezekiah's prayer, he faith, I have 


beard 
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heard thy prayer I have ſeen thy tears; be. 


hold T will heal thee; and thou fhalt go up to 
the houſe of the Lord on the third day; and I 
will add unto thy days fifteen years. Like- 
wiſe, when by Jonah the prophet, he ſaid 


to the Ninevites, Tet forty days, and Nine. 


ve h ſhall be deſiroyed; which, doubtleſs, up- 
on account of ſome atrocious fin, was threat- 
ened, for which they humbled themſelves 
by faſting, and mourning in ſackcloth; and 
though their mourning and humiliation was 
not a repentance unto eternal life; yet there- 


upon God forgave them, or at leaſt ſuſpend. 


ect their ruin and overthrow, which he had 
threatened by the prophet. Theſe, and 
ſuch like inſtances, ſignify not God's will, 
| which is never without effect, but only the 
ſanction of his juſtice, intimating either what 
ts deſerved by ſome, or what 1s to be ob- 
ſerved, as his pleaſure, by others. 
Without inſiſting, then, any longer on 
theſe many examples which holy writ fur- 
niſhes us with, how that God has been mov- 


ed, through the interceſſions of good men, 


to change his affections, and the diſpenſati- 
ons of providence as to the iſſue and event 
of things, and to ſpare thoſe whom he had 


threatened to deſtroy, of which we have a 
| {a- 
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famous inſtance in the interceſſion of Moſes, 
in behalf of the Iſraelites, when they had 


made the golden calf, and fell into the moſt 


groſs part of idolatry, by worſhipping it; I 
{hall only obſerve, that moſt of our Saviour's 
parables, and the arguments whereby he 
encourages us to pray, are reſolved into this 
principle, viz. that God is moved by our 
prayers, in ſome meaſure of analogy and pro- 
portion, as men are; and whatever effect of 


our prayers we may reaſonably expect from 


wiſe and good men, the ſame we may cer- 
tainly, and more rationally, expect from 


God. Whatever either friendſhip, or the 


love of virtue, or natural affection, or inte- 


reſt and relation will do, that, and much 


more will God do for us, which could have 
no foundation, were not God moved in ſome 
manner of likeneſs as men are; yet ſtill by 
an immutable and unerring rule. It is cet- 
tain our Saviour intended we ſhould under- 


ſtand it ſo, when he makes it the reaſon of 


our faith and hope in prayer. And if it be 
thus, as we have good ground to think it is, 
we may ſee both the reaſon and neceſſity of 
prayer; and likewiſe we may know how we 
are to pray to God, namely, as we would 


in the like caſes aſk of men; that is, with 
the 


= = I IEI=> _ = \ : my by 
1 8 - ITY D 5 9 r g 2 3. . 7 Fe — £* 2d . = = 
— ä — * mos % 
* n = 9 r 


164 OB JECTIONs ANSWERED. 


the fame importunity, ardour, vehemency, 


ſorrow, and contrition, and with the ſame 


truſt and dependence; for what will prevail 
with men, will much more provail with 


God. 
Obj. 6th. Whatever on thing God hath 


either promiſed to do for us, or to give us, 


that he will certainly accompliſh in his own 
good time, without our prayers and addreſ- 
' ſes to him, becauſe he is faithful to his word, 


and cannot he, ſeeing he is truth eſſentially 
conſidered; and if we have no promile for 
the thing we aſk, we cannot pray in faith, 
becauſe faith cannot exiſt without a promile. 

Anſ. It is very obſervable from holy writ, 
that all good men, from the beginning of 
time, the more certain they were of any 
thing by promiſe, the more earneſt, fervent, 
and aſſiduous were they in prayer. They 
knowing that this was God's order and ap- 
pointment, it was a ground of prayer unto 
them; and therefore, if they had a promiſe 


for any thing, they quickly turned it in- 


to prayer. When Daniel knew that the 


church's captivity was near expired, accord- 


ing to the promiſe of God, he ſets himſelf 


then the more earneſtly to prayer, chap. ix. 


28, Iſaac knew very well, and had a 
| pro- 


queſts unto God, but rather to inflame and 
kindle in us a warmth of holy zeal and de- 
ſire after nearer and more frequent approach- 


to pray, but promiſes direct us what to pray | 


ing; ſo neither can his members, ſeeing pray- 


ſuit. 
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promiſe for it, that he ſhould have ſeed, 
but yer he continued fervent and i importu- 
nate with God in prayer, until the promiſe 
received its accompliſhment. Elias knew, 
and had told Ahab, that God would certain- 
ly and foon give rain to water his country; 
but yet, out of profound reverence and hu. 
mility, he puts his face between his knees, 


and prays with great fervency of ſpirit for 


it. Promiſes are not to be damps, but rather 
guides and incentives to our prayers; they 
are not to cool us in our applications and re- 


es to him in prayer, Precepts command us 


for with hopes of ſucceſs. As Chriſt, though 
aſſured by promiſe, had nothing without aſk- 


er is nothing but a putting the promiſe into 


It is true, indeed, that God is efſencally 
truth, and cannot lie; and therefore he muſt 
neceſſarily be aichFuli in his promiſes, ſeeing 
all the promiſes in him are yea and amen; 
nor can he fail or falſify his word: but 20 
when rightly made ule of, rather gives us 
en- 
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encouragement to put in our claim to them at 


the throne of grace, and not on any pretence 
whatſoever to wave our ſuit. We own, in- 
deed, that faith cannot ſubſiſt without a pro- 
miſe; and that if we have no promiſe for 
the thing we aſk, neither explicitly, nor 
by way of implication, we cannot pray in 
faith: but yet it will not hence follow, that 
what we have a promiſe of, we need not 


pray for, becauſe God will certainly accom- 


pliſn in his own good time, without our ad- 
dreſſes, whatever good thing he hath pro- 


miſed to do for us; for, though God is eſ- 
fentially truth, faithful to his word and pro- 
mite, and therefore cannot he; yet he is to 
be ſought unto in the way of his own order 
and appointment; which order and appoint- 


ment are as hxed and immutable as his pro- 


miſes are. The true uſe and end of prayer, 
eſpecially that part of it, which is petition- 


ary, is to beg of God, that he would do 
that for us, in purſuance of his own pro- 
miſe, which we cannot do for ourſelves; but 


then this ſuppoſes, that we thould do all we 
can for ourſelves, and depend on him for the 


reſt. 


er. 


1 1 
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Moti ves exciting to the duty of prayer. 


F TER what has been ſaid of the rea- 
ſonableneſs, the neceſſity, and the ad- 
vantages of prayer, ah! do we yet want mo- 
tives to ſtir us up to the practice of this holy 
duty, a duty we are under ſo many obliga. 
tions to the performance of? Do we yet 
need to be prompted and ſtirred up to a du- 
ty that draws us fo near God, and by which 
we contract ſo honourable a friendſhip with 
bim? To fay no other, muſt it not be an 
argument of frenzy or great folly in us, that 
we ſhould eſteem this great honour at ſo ſmall 
a rate and value? Our having intercourſe 
with God ought humbly and thankfully to 
be embraced by all, and to be numbered a- 
mongſtthe chief gifts of divine honour confer- 
red on us by him, and from which our dig- 
nity ariſes, that he is pleaſed to allow us fo. 
Our being admitted to a ſhort, but a rare 
converſe with a prince or ſome great perſon- \ 
age, although they are made of the ſame ' 
maſs with ourſelves, but only a little higher |; ] 
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placed, is ready to elate and lift us up on wa 

high; and yet we negle& and eſteem as no- wh 

thing, to converſe with the king of kings, tur 

+ with whom we may have daily intercourſe, ane 

and whoſe aſpect alone fills ſo many myriads his 

of bleſſed ſpirits with full and perpetual feli. en 

city. ani 

Will we, then, notwithſtanding all the ar- rag 

1 guments that both natural and reveled re- if | 
ligion urges us with, ſtill keep up our e- ſel 
ſtrangements from God, and deny ourſelves his 
of having any intercourſe with him by pray. to 

er? In all our wants, and craving neceſſi- th 

ties, whither can we direct our courſe with an 
hopes of ſo much ſucceſs as to him? In all his 

our troubles and diſtreſſes, of whatever kind an 

| they are, to whom can we pour out our th 
complaints, or before whom can we lay open th 

our grievances, with hopes of meeting with - th 

ſo tender and compaſſionate a ſympathy as m 

unto God in prayer? Well, then, that we th 

may be drawn off from our backwardneſs fa 

and averſion to this duty, and won over to ſa 

the love and practice of it, conſider with me fo 

the following morives. | tl 

1/7, God ſtands in the endearing relation of 

+ > of a Father unto us. He ſtands in this rela- th 
tion, not only in a general and common b. 


Way, 
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way, as being our creator and preſerver, in 


which reſpect he is the Father of all his crea- 


tures; but likewiſe he does ſo in a more near 
and intimate manner, by adopting us to be 
his children. This may and ought to be an 
endearing motive to engage our compliance 
and diligence in this duty. What will encou- 
rage a child to come and aſk what he wants, 
if this do not, that the perſon he applies him- £ 
ſelf unto is his father, and owneth him for 
his ſon? Children need no more but this 
to ſet them a-work to this duty. Seeing, 
therefore, God is the Father of us all, 
and ſeeing he advances his people unto this 
high honour and dignity of being his ſons 
and daughters, ought not this to encourage 
them t this duty; and ſhould not this give 
them life and ſpirit to come and call upon 
their Father? We have this encouraging 
motive beautifully repreſented unto us in 
the caſe of the prodigal ſon; I will ariſe, 
ſays he, and go unto my father. He who 
ſaid, Iwill ariſe, owned his fall; and that, 
for a long time paſt, he was out of his fa- 

ther's good graces. He became ſenſible now 
of his exile ſtate from his father's houſe, and 
that now, for the preſent, he was in a very 
bad condition; yet he reſolves that this ſhall 


. 


PPP ²⁵˙üüàQàà ͤ K ¼²—d: oo 
4 
1 


170 Mor ivrs To Praven, 


not keep him back from going to his father: 


= what reaſon had he to hope he ſhould 
be well received? or what right had he to 
expect a kind reception? He owns he had 
no other right, nor any other reaſon, but 
that the perſon he was going to was his fa- 
ther; and ſays to himſelf, although J have 
loſt all the claims and privileges of a ſon, yet 
he has loſt nothing of the goodneſs, compaſ- 


ſion, and tenderneſs of a father; and there- 


fore I will ariſe, and go unto him, All his 
rational offspring are in duty bound to 


come unto him, who gave them their beings 


and exiſtence, and may be encouraged here- 
unto upon this ground, that by him they 
are preſerved, and in him live, move, and 
have their beings. How much more, then, 
may they whom he' hath taken out of the 
common ſtate of mankind, and brought nigh- 


er himſelf, having honoured them with the 


glorious privilege of adoption to be his child- 
ren, and heirs in his kingdom, be encourag- 


edto draw nigh in prayer to this God, who 


is become their Father ? 


2dly, God is ever upon a throne of grace, 


ready to receive our addreſſes, and to hear 
our prayers and ſupplications put up to him. 
It is one of the titles of his glorious chara- 

cer, 
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ger, namely, thathe is a God hearing pray- 
Id er; and it redounds much to the praiſe and 
to glory of his grace and goodneſs, that he has 


d taken it amongſt the titles of his honour to 
It be ſo. This is an endearing motive to the 
a exereiſe of this duty; and, for our encou- 
E ragement therein, We may be aſſured, that di. : 
t vine bounty and goodneſs never beſtows his N 


favours and bleſſings more readily and wil- 
lingly than when they are wreſted out of his | 


band, fo to ſpeak, by fervent and earneſt | 

F en 

: But, perhaps ſome timorous and ſelf con- 
demning foul will throw aſide this motive, as 
of no uſe to them, by replying in the words 
of the blind man in the goſpel, upon another 
occaſion, Me now that God beareth not ſiu. 
ners; how then can I, who am the greateſt - 
and chiefeſt of ſinners, hope for audience and 
acceptance with him who heareth none ſuch? 
But though God heareth not ſinners, as 
ſuch, yet he always hears his own Son; 

nor is there any thing more pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to him, than to addreſs him that be- 
got, in the name of his only begotten Son. 
A king's anger ſoon cools, if the offenders 
areſuch fayourites of the prince, as that they 
can make uſe of his name and intereſt with 
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his facher: nor is there a readier way to ap- 


peaſe his anger, than by interpoſing the dar-. 
ling of the family, the heir of all his domini- 


ons. Servants, we know, ſometimes find 


it no hard matter to come off with impunity 
for their offences, if the children employ 
their endearing intereſts in their behalf. 
Theſe are availing methods made uſe of 
ſometimes by malefactors themſelves with 


fucceſs, for their releaſe out of priſon; by 


captives, for obtaining freedom; and by con- 
demned perſons, not only for pardon, but 


ſometimes for pardon and advancement too. 


Seeing theſe methods are ſo often ſucceſs- 
ful amongſt men, why ſhould we doubt of 
the like ſucceſs, when we have to do with 
God, who is ever moved to tender nels, 
mercy, and compaſlion, at the mentioning 
of his own dear Son? Why ſhould we not 
beg the almighty Father, for the ſake of his 


almighty, Son, to bring Our ſouls Out of pri- 


ſon, to looſe the bands of our ſins, and to re- 
ſtore us to a life of hope and bleſſedneſs, that 
We may give thanks to his name, who can 
do all things for us, for the lake of his only 
and co eternal Son? The anſwers of pray- 


er that many devout and pious ſouls have 


expetienced, and can atteſt unto in this way, 
Pd oo, 0 
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p- | have been the occaſion of-rheir pureſt and 
r- || moſt ſublime pleaſures. they were capable of 
i- | in this world. Thouſands have experienced 
d this, who, , in their addreſſes and intercourſe 
y with God in prayer, have felt that inward 
y compoſure of mind, that gladneſs and tri- 
. umph of ſoul, eſpecially when chey were 
f 
1 
/ 
, 


beſt in frame for this. duty, that all the gra- 
tifications of ſenſualiſts are but vile and baſe- 
born, when compared with them. We have 
the teſtimony of St. Bernard, with many o- 
s thers, bearing witneſs to this truth; © As 
. 40 often, faith he, as I engage in prayer, | 
although almoſt deſpairing of ſucceſs be- | 
*  fHvrehand, yet I have gone off from the | 
" duty rejoicing, preſuming on the mergy 
| © of God for the pardon of my fins.” _ 
 3dly, Prayer having God for its object, it 
1 80 us whither to ſteer our courſe aright, 
for ſupply in all the wants our indigent ſtate 
. puts us under. In him we know there 
is no end of goodneſs, nor any limits of bis 
power. All goodneſs delights to communt- 
cate and diffuſe itſelf, and it is an eſpecial 
property, of the divine goodneſs, never to 
be weary of ſhewing itſelf. Infinite goad- 
' neſs hath an infinite delight, in communicat- 
. icſelf, and in looking out for humble 
| H 2 „ ſup- 
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ſuppliants, as fit objects on whom 8 U 


ſtow its favours and bleſſings upon, and is 
as flexible to our importunities as infinite 
power is invincible by the arm of a ſilly 


worm. He can never then be weary of be · | 


ing ſolicited for the effuſions of it, ſeeing 


our neceſlities can never exhauſt him who 


is all love, power, and goodneſs itſelf; 
nor can our requeſts for the ſupply of 
them, when duly put up, ever offend him. 
No, it is fo far from this, that he makes 
ſenſible manifeſtations of his love unto us, 
by enlightening our minds in the faving 
knowlege of himſelf; by his Spirit he enli- 
vens our graces; he enlarges our comforts 
In himſelf, andclears up the evidences of our 
Intereſt in him. 
45, Let us conſider 1 weigh well with 
ourſelves that whatever good we either are 
In the poſſeſſion of or deſire to have; what. 
ever evil we either actually ſuffer, or deſerve 
to ſuffer; and whatever evil we either fear, 
or deſire to have averted from us, all theſe are 
Juſt and proper motives to excite and ſtir us up 
to this duty of prayer. The good things we 
are in poſſeſſion of, ought to move and rouze 
us up to that part of prayer that conſiſts of 

thankſgiving, becauſe in this way God is 
| 7 | moſt 
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moſt honoured for the benefits of his bounty 
and goodneſs we have already received and 
are in the poſſeſſion of. The good things 
we are in want of ſhould naturally prompt 
and quicken us to petitionary prayer, be- 
cauſe they only are hoped for from God, 


who has them all at his diſpoſal, and are pro- 
miſed only to them who aſk of him. And 


let us here think and conſider with ourſelves, 
how pleaſant and delightful is it, when bleſ- 
ſings and favours, that in themſelves, and 
from the divine bounty from which they 
flow, are ſo much to be accounted of, are 
brought to our hands, ſealed with this ami- 
able character upon them, that they were 


obtained by prayer. 


The evils we either ſuffer, or are afraid 
of, as coming upon us, are motives to ſtir 
us up to that part of prayer that conſiſts in 
deprecation, or praying againſt calamities, 
becauſe it is God only, by whoſe ordination 
or permiſſive providence they befal us, that 
can remove or hinder them from falling on 
us. All our troubles, therefore, if we are 
rightly taught and inſtructed by them, the 
better we ſee them as coming from the 


hand of God, the rather they ought to lead 


us to the throne of grace, and not drive us 


_— - from 


176 Mor ivzs Te PRAYER, 


from him. How ſweet, therefore, and com 
fortable muſt it be to pious and holy ſouls in 


dening their minds of all: their doubts and 


fears, of all their cares and troubles, and of 


pouring out all their requeſts and defires in- 


to the boſom of ſo tender and compaſſion | 


ate a Father, of ſo kind a friend, ſo wiſe a 
counſellor, ſo able a helper, who only and 
alone affords relief, eaſe, and comfort to us? 
Can any, disburdening ourſelves of all the 
evils this miſerable life of ours is ſo much: 
blended with, be thought of, more ſweet 
and pleaſant, than to pour out all our cares 
and troubles into the boſom of ſo loving a 
Father, and ſo dear a friend? Fhen it is, 
that the pious ſoul, in the midſt of all the 
waves and ſtorms he is ſurrounded with, 


gently reclines his head, and calmly betakes 


himſelf to reſt, after having firſt poured out, 
in prayer to God, all his complaints 2nd. 
ailments. If we conſider theſe things a- 


right, it will argue us not only unjuſt and 


ingrate to God, who infinitely condeſcends. 
in vouchſafing to us, ſinful duſt and aſhes, 
leave to ſpeak to him in prayer, but 
| Hkewiſe unjuſt and injurious to our own 
volt intereſts, if we VI and ler flip, 
with- 


diſtreſs, to have the opportunity of disbur- 
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without reducing into praice this indulg 
ed privilege. 
'5thly, God calls and ee us to the 
ee this holy duty, under pain of incur- 
ting his juſt diſpeaſure and reſentinent. He 
hath written the indiſpenſible obligation of this 
duty ſodeeply onthe be. of man, that none, 
who has any belief and apprehenſion of tliẽ be- 
ing and exiſtence of God, can deny in theory 
his being bound to call upon him by pray- 
er, however remiſs and negligent he may be 
in the practice of it. Though the corrup- 
tion of human nature is great, and reluctant 
to every thing that is good, yet it cannot 
obliterate nor extinguiſh, altogether in our 
| breaſts the ſenſe of this duty, and our inde- 
lible obligations to it, Even heathens them- 
ſelves, who are ſtrangers to the true God, 
will, in their ſtraits and diſtreſſes, call upon 
their ſtocks and idols. God, being the exu- 
berant fountain of all the good we either en- 
joy or ſtand in need of, muſt be acknow. 
leged and honoured, as ſuch, by our going 
to him in prayer, both to aſk what we want, 
and to return him praiſe and thanks for 
what we receive and enjoy of his bounty 
and goodneſs. To wreſt and check nature, 
in as far as it is corrupted, in order to ſet 
H 4 it 
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it at rights as much as poſſible, is, no doubt, 
preſent duty, and highly commends us to 
the love and favour of God; but to vreſt 
and ſtifle conſcience with reſpect to natural 


duties, is highly criminal, and lays us open 


to the juſt relemments of his anger and in. 
dignation, 


6thly, God is delighted with prayer, and 


toves both to hear and receive the prayers 
of his people. He who holds the ſacrifices 
of the wicked to be an abomination in his 
fight, at the ſame time makes great account 
of the prayers of the upright as his delight; 
and ſhould not we delight in that which God 
delights in? Prayer is to grace what pound- 


ing is to ſweet ſpices, and is like chaffing to 


our Chriſtian virtues, making them caſt forth 
a fragrant ſmell in the noſtrils of a pure and 
holy God. It makes faith, hope, love to 
God, humility, gratitude, and all the other 
graces of the Spirit, ſend forth a pleaſant and 
ſweet flavour, with which he is well pleaf- 
ed, as they are his own gifts, and the work 
of his own Spirit in us; and he delights to 
hear and ſee us in the daily exerciſe of them. 
He ſmelled a ſweet favour ariſing from 
Noah's ſacrifice; that is, he graciouſly ac- 
cepted the perſon, the faith, and pratſe-of- 

fer- 


PU 


fering of Noah, and his thankfulneſs was as 


| ng 
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grateful to God, as ſweet odours are to us; 
the Chriſtian's ſpiritual ſacrifice of prayer, 
praiſes, and thankſgiving, is no leſs pleaſ- 


ing and delightful to him, Where prayer 


is a-wanting, the Lord makes no account of 
all the other ſacrifices of his profeſſing peo- 
ple; and therefore he ſays, Iwill not reprove 


thee for thy ſacrifices or burnt-offerings to 


have been continually before me. What is it 


then the Lord would have from us? Hims 
ſelf declares what, Offer unto God thankſe 


giving, and pay thy vows unto the Moſt High; 
and call upon me in the day of trouble; that 


is, deyoutly commend thyſelf unto me when 


thou art in any trouble, by conſtant and ar- 
dent prayer, piouſly confiding in me, and 


thou ſhalt find it more -powerful than all 


burnt-offerings. There is nothing more a- 


miable and delightful in the eyes of God, 
nor more grateful and harmonious in his 
ears, than to hear the prayers and praiſes 
of his reaſonable offspring aſcending up un- 
to himſelf, ſeeing therein he beholds the moſt 
lively ſtrokes of his image formed in the 
ſou]; and this he looks upon with pleaſure 


and delight. If what God ſays and ſpeaks 


unto us in his word is ſweeter to every pious 


1 ſoul 
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Poul than honey, and the honey-comb, what 


we ſay unto him in prayer and praiſes will al- 
Jo be pleaſing and delightful to him. Though 
thou canſt but chatter like a crane or a ſwal · 
Jow; yet, nevertheleſs the voice of prayer 
is pleaſant melody in his ears; and this con- 
KAderation, in itſelf, is motive enough, and 
'onght to excite and ſtir us up to this duty. 
 7thly, Prayer is faiths ſwift-winged meſ- 
ſenger, that when ſent forth on any errand 


to God and heaven, it returns, like Noah's 


dove from the ark, with an olive branch of 
peace in its mouth, or with gracious anſwers 
'of ſucceſs and aceeptance with him. By 
God's hallowing this duty as a piece of that 
worſhip we owe unto him, he has endowed 


it with a wonderful efficacy to bring about 


great and marvellous things for us in this 
world. In prayer we are furniſhed with a 
notable and proper engine, with which we 
may, with certain ſucceſs, remove and ſtave 
off direful and unhappy events that are e- 


very day awaiting to ſurprize us, and with 


which alſo, with the like ſucceſs and faci- 
lity, we may draw down upon ourſelves 


whatever is profitable, propitious, and be- 


nign to us. It has a power and virtue ac- 


ine it, Whereby's it ſanctifies all our 
crea- 
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ereature- -enjoyments, crowhing them with 


the bleſſing of God, that they may do us 
good, and. ſeaſoneth all croſſes, by taking 
away their ſting and venom, that they cam 
do us no harm. Prayer is the happy and 
fucceſsful means of procuring: s flow of all 
neceſſary and needful bleſſings; chat none 
can ſnatch or take away from us, and it pre» 
venteth a peal of curſes from falling dow 
upon our heads, that they who forget and 
call not upon God are every day liable un - 
to. It is the ſoul's ſolicitor that takes care 
of and follows out its ſuits at the throne of 


grace, depending on the promiſes of God to 


an happy iſſue, and hereby becomes, asar 
were, his remembrancer for their adtom- 
pliſnment. And, as it is the ſoul's ſolicitor, 
fo likewiſe it is the mind's interpreter, ſhewd 
ing forth the temper and affections of the 
foul in a language wherewith neither God 
can be deceived, nor need we ourſelves be 
deceived, if the notices: we take are but 
faithful and impartial with reſpe&ro the diſ- 
poſitions and workings thereof. Prayer is 
that holy intercourſe with God chat Keep 


the heart in humility, the life in ſobriety, 


that ſtrengtheneth all graces, ſubducth all 
dur corruptions, purgeth our-affeRions, that 
i makes 
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makesour otherdutiesacceptable to God, our 
| lives profitable unto our neigbours, and both 


life and death comfortable unto ourſelves; all 


which are moving arguments to the exerciſe 
of this holy duty, if we are not labouring 
under an incurable blindnefs of underſtand- 
ing and hardneſs of heart that conſigns us o- 
ne to a juſt and unavoidable damnation. 

* Btbly, As a crowning motive, let us conſi- 
der, and lay to heart, for our encourage- 
ment, that, in the practice of this duty, we 
anſwer moſt of all the great and noble pur- 
poſes of our creation. As every reaſonable 
agent propounds ſome end to himſelf, and 
the beſt too he can imagine, it is impoſſible 
but that God alſo, in creating man, ſhould 
propound to himſelf ſome end; and there 
being no higher and better end than his own 
glory, he could propound no other unto 
himſelf. The great end and deſign of God's 
ereating us rational and intelligent creatures, 
and of his endowing us with theſe intelle- 


Qual powers and faculties of ſoul we are poſ- 


ſeſſed of, was, that we might glorify him, 
by aſcribing to him, as is moſt due, the 
glory of all his perfections abd excellencies. 
When therefore we ſeg: as e. day 
we may, if ue are not w „Mh blind and 


in 


_ 3 hind —— 
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inobſervant, any notable inſtance of the di- 


vine power, wiſdom, juſtice, | and goodneſs 


5 of God in the adminiſtrations of his rule and 
providence | in the world, then with ſuitable - 


affections to proſtrate ourſelves before him 
in the moſt humble veneration of our ſouls, 
aſcribing the glory thereof to him, acknow- 
leging that his perfections are declared in 
theſe effects; this is to glorify God, and is 


an exerciſe of vaſt comprehenſion, as being 


indeed the whole of man's duty towards him. 
The brute and inanimate creation may 
be ſaid to glorify God paſſively, in as far as 


they exhibit or ſhew forth the impreſſes of 
the divine power, wiſdom, and goodneſs of 


God upon them; but it belongs only to ra- 
tional and intelligent creatures to glorify him 


actively, by obſerving and aſcribing unto 


him thoſe perfections which he viſibly ma- 


nifeſts in the ways and workings of his grace 
and providence. And though his eſſential 
glory is incapable of receiving any additional 
rn from ſuch creatures as we are; yet, 
N this duty of prayer, our ſouls are inward- 


ly raiſed: to the higheſt eſtimation of him; to 


the greateſt truſt and confidence in him; and 


to the ſtrongeſt love and affection for him. 


Which, when joined with a devour and hum 


ble 
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ble adoration of his glorious attributes and 
04 perfections, and with an admiration of theſe 
\ expreſſions of them he has been pleaſed to 
ö vouchſafe to us; this is moſtly the way we 
| eat! glorify him by; and, in doing ſo, we 
do what we can to anſwer the great end 
land deſign of our ereation. 
In prayer we give unto God the glory 
pf his divine immenſity and omnipreſence; 
When we are engaged aright in this duty, 


e believe God is preſent with us where- 
ever we are, and as much within us, as the 


oul is in the body. We acknowlege he is 
mot far off, but is near unto us even in our 
earts, and in the very center of our beings. 
n this duty we keep up an intercourſe with 
Him, which no place, no employment nor 
Fondition of life, can poſſibly hinder us of. 
The conſideration of God's omnipreſence 
gave reſolution and confidence to the royal 
Pfalmiſt, Pſal. Ixi. 2. to ſay, From the ends 
of the earth will I cry unto thee when my | 
| heart is overwhelmed. God is ever preſent 
/ with us in the city, in the field, in the room, 
in the congregation, in our cloſet, and in all 
bur ways and converſe in the world. He 
lays his ear to our very hearts, and hears 
the voice, not ang of our ſupplications, 
| but 
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but of our very thoughts, more diſtinctiy 
than we can hear the voice of one anothers 
words. By our belief of this, we acknow- 

lege and give him, in prayer, the glory of | 
His omnipreſence. 

Again, in prayer, we give unto him the 
glory of his omniſcience and wiſdom in the 
government and guidance of all things to his 
own prefixed and fore-ordained ends. We 
profeſs. our belief, that we are always 
under the eye and obſervation of an all- 
knowing God, who ſearcherh the heart, and. 
trieth the reins; who cannot be deceived 
with ſpecious ſhows, nor will be corrupted, 
either by fear or favour, to pronounce an 
unrighteous ſentence. Prayer ſuppoſerh an 
-omniſcient being, as the object of it, who 
knows our thoughts, our deſires, and our 
wants. He who knoweth all things, is only 
fit to have the petitions of the needy and 
indigent preſented unto him. As no other 
preſence but his is every where; ſo no other 
knowlege or underſtanding but his is infinite 
to know every thing. All the perfections 
and attributes of God are proper objects of 
worſhip and adoration; and this attribute of 
His knowlege and omniſeieney is in an eſpe- 


cial 121 encouragement and pro. 
| pe 
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per motive unto us for our performing that 
part of worſhip we call prayer. When we 
are ſincere in all our ends and actions in this 
duty, we give him the glory of his omniſci- 
ence, and ſhew our belief of his being an 
all-ſeeing and all-knowing God, whom we 
dare not dally with, nor offer to deceive, 
by allowing ourſelves in ſinful thoughts, in 
ſecret ſins, nor to perform holy duties in a 
Night and ſuperficial manner; and therefore 
do we pray againſt them. 


We likewiſe. aſcribe unto him the glory 


and praiſe of his almighty power, by a hum- 
ble and awful adoration of it in theſe won- 
derful effects whereby he hath expreſſed the 
infinite greatneſs of it. The great and al- 
mighty God, who is king of heaven and 
earth, having prepared his throne in the 
moſt glorious part of the creation, is to 
have an office of government and protection, 
which he adminiſters over all his creatures. 
By a declared reliance and dependence up- 
on him in all our wants, and in all our fears 
and dangers, we acknowlege him for our 
rightful Lord and Sovereign, and reſign up 


ourſelves in a courſe of univerſal obedience 
to him; and, in purſuance of this, he gives 


us liberty to 3 him by oi our addreſſes 
— WG 
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to him as the great Lord of all. And there · 


fore, as the great governor and ſovereign 


of the world, in praying, we aſcribe unto 


him the glory of his power, and do thus 


conſider him as one that hath the whole 


globe of heaven and earth in his hands, 


who, in virtue of his, omnipotence, can do 
whatever he ſees fit, and wills to be done. 

Moreover, in prayer, we aſcribe unto | 
him the glory of his mercy and goodnels, 
Though his goodneſs, with reſpe& to us, 
is unmerited and undeſerved; yet, as It is 
an eſſential and inherent attribute of the di- 


vine nature, it is prompted to exert and put 


forth itſelf in acts of bounty and kindneſs to- 


wards us, 'This we cannot rightly re-cog- 


nize, or call to mind, in a due and thank- 
ful manner, without aſcriptions of praiſes to 
him, as being the author and ſpring of all 
the bleſſings we enjoy, which is then moſt 
ſolemnly done, when we addreſs ourſelves 
unto God in prayer, of which praiſe and 
thankſgiving is a very main and eſſential 
part. Prayer, in its moſt inward and inti- 
mate notion, imports this much, namely, 
that God is the wiſe rector and governor of 


the world, that he takes notice of all human 


affairs; and that he is the wiſe and juſt dif- 
poſer 
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poſer of them; that he is a ſtore-houſe of all 
bleſſings, a ſource of mercy to the miſerable, 


a fountain of goodneſs to the indigent, and 


a preſent help to them that are in trouble, etc, 
all which we re · capitulate and give God the 
glory of in prayer. 

In the laſt place, and J ſhall add no more, 
in prayer we aſcribe unto him the glory 
of his truth and faithfulneſs, when we pro- 
ff, in truth and ſincerity, from our very 
Hearts, our hopes and expectation of thoſe 
bleſſings and favours which he hath engag- 
ed himſelf by promiſe to beſtow upon us, 
if we are careful to perform the conditions 


upon which they are ſuſpended. It is re- 


ported of Luther, that, in prayer, he urg- 
ed the promiſes out of the book of Pſalms, 
and other places of holy writ, with as much 
holy boldneſs, confidence, and truſt, as if he 
bad been certain, that all he aſked would 
undeniably be granted him. This, no doubt, 
he did from a firm belief and perſuaſion of 
the truth and faithfulneſs of God, the glory 
of which he gave unto him in prayer. In 
prayer, we own and acknowlege that God 
is faithful and true, although all mankind 


fhould be liars, and that we have a firm truſt 


and confidence in his truth and veracity, in 


that 
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that he himſelf is faithful, who- hath pro- 
miſed. | 
When, therefore, we compare, 1 take 
under one view, what has been diſcourſed 
of above, concerning the nature, reaſon- 
ableneſs, neceſlity, and advantages of this 
holy duty, annexing thereunto the motives 
we have juſt now made mention of, what 
further arguments can we deſire to prompt 
us to the practice of it? How ſhould this 
excite and ſtir us up to beſiege the throne 
of grace with armies of ſupplications and 
requeſts, to take no denial; to break 
through every repulſe, till we obtain a 
bleſſing, and grace to help us in time 


of need? How ſhonld this encourage us to 


treaſure: up our prayers, ſeeing we have the 


promife of him, in whom all the promiſes 


are yea and amen, that if we aſh, we ſhalt 
receive; i, we ſeek, we Hall find; and, if 
we tnock, it fhall be opened unto us? Let us 
therefore daily addreſs our Maker, the hear* 
er of prayer, in ſome ſuch requeſts and pe 
ritions as theſe, 23 SF 30 
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. holy God! and Gather: * 
the ſpirits of all fleſh, fix in my 
ſoul a firm belief of thy being and exiſt- 
ence, and of all thy infinitely glorious 


perfections; and, to heighten my praiſes 
and adoration of thy glorious excellen- 
cies, eſtabliſh in me a practical belief 


that thou art the rewarder of all them 


that diligently ſeek thee. O moſt mer- 


ciful and gracious God! who art every 
where, and more eſpecially nigh unto all 


them that call upon thee in truth, I pro- 


ſtrate myſelf before thy majeſty, in the 


deepeſt humility of foul and body, to be- 


ſeech thy grace and favour towards me, 


in the pardon of all my ſins, that they 


may not hinder the powerful preſence 
of thy Holy Spirit with me at this time, 
to enable me to perform an acceptable 


ſervice to thee through Jeſus Chriſt, in 


whom alone thou art well pleaſed. En. 
lighten my mind and underſtanding, that 
I may know thee, and diſcern the beauty 


and 5 of all thine attributes, eſpe · 
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cially thy goodneſs towards the 8580 of 


men. Teach me to know myſelf, what 
Jam by nature, that the ſenſe of thy in- 
comprehenſible glory, and my own mean. 
neſs, may level all my fooliſh conceits 
of myſelf; and that the ſenſe of my own 
emptineſs may lead me to thy all-ſuffici: 
ency. Make me rightly to underſtand 
my dependence upon thee, the ſource 
of all bliſs, for all that J am, have, or 
hope to be; and that therefore T owe 
thee my moſt religious regards, my moſt 
dutiful homage, and my moſt humble 
adoration, as a juſt and reaſonable tri- 
bute to thee, the fountain of my being. 


_« Diſpoſe me to obſerve the footſteps 
of hy great goodneſs, and of thy wiſe 
and unerring providence j in all thy crea- 


tures, that I may perpetually acknow- 


lege thee, and then eſpecially be born 
away far above all other things, in high 
admiration of thee, and fervent affection 
to thee, when I am thus proſtrate in 


humble adoration of thy divine majeſty. 


TI am content to ſerve thee on any terms; 


yea, deſirous to have my will ſubdued in 
every thing perfectly unto thine: and 


therefore they are not the things which 


« thou. 
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< thou haſt never promiſed us that I come 
« to beg of thee, riches, honours, long 
« life, or the reſt of the goods of this 
« world, (for which I refer myſelf to thy 
«« wiſdom, to give me what portion of them 
<< thou pleaſeſt) but thy Holy Spirit, which 
% my Saviour hath told me, thou wilt as 
40 readily give to thoſe that aſk it, as a 
4e tender-hearted parent will give food to 
« his hungry children, when they ery unto 
« him. 


« As there is no „ approach 


de unto thee, but in and through thy own 
t dear Son Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord and my 
God, help me, in all my addreſſes, to 
4 come unto thee in his name, for whoſe 
© Jake only I can reaſonably hope the im- 
«« .petration ef what I petition thee for. 


« 'To this end, moſt merciful Father, ſhed 


40 forth thy Spirit of love, and of grace, and 


« ſupplication into my heart, that I may 


never negle& my applications to. thee, 


« ſeeing | thou vouchſafeſt to hear the pray: 


ers of the greateſt ners, who come 
& unto thee in the name, and petition thee 
« for- the ſake of thy dear Son's merits, 
£ through whom alone it is, that 1 deſire 


14 acceptance with thee. O! let thy Holy 
| EE Spirit 
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my ſoul, may be nouriſhed. and prote- 
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« Spirit help my infirmities; and teach 
me what to pray for, and as I ought, 


Grant me thy Spirit, that I may pray 
with underſtanding and fervency, in faith, 
with humility, with a prepared and de- 


vout ſoul, that my prayer may not be 


the ſacrifice of fools, and turned into 


ſin, but an acceptable facrifice to thee, 


an inſtrument of holineſs, and a guard 
againſt ſin, enabling me to fight the 
good fight of faith, that I may receive 


an everlaſting crown. I humbly pray, 


that thy own life, the life of God in 


© Reed in me, by granting me all the fruits 
and graces of thy Spirit, and fulfil in me 


the work of faith, of hope, of love, 


that, at length, it may be n 


in a bleſſed immortality. 
% Take away, O Lord, and remove 


the doubts and miſgivings of my heart; 
that I may never call into queſtion my 


obligations to pay thee my homage of 


greateſt honour to make my daily appli- 
cations unto thee upon a throne of grace; 
that no Mann, and ſhiftings that ei- 
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t ther Satan, or my own deceitful heart, 
« can ſuggeſt, may be able to hinder me 


Fe 


from this duty of addreſſing thee, un- 


© to whom I ſtand under fo many obli- 


gations. O thou, Holy Spirit, ſanctify 
me in ſpirit, ſoul, and body, that I may 
never contract a liſtleſſneſs to the per- 
formance of this holy duty; but may all 
theſe encouraging motives thou haſt ſet 
before me, to the practice of it, ever 
warm my breaſt; that, as it is the ſole 
excellence of my nature, that J am made 
capable of loving, worſhipping, and a- 
doring thee, and my glorious privilege, 
that thou art pleaſed to ſuffer and admit 


of the addreſſes of my ſoul; may I be 


therefore helped, by thy grace, never 
to reſtrain prayer from before thee, but 


that I may delight to ſeek thee, and 


make it my bulineſs to contemplate and 


to ſerve thee, in every thing giving thee 


the glory, till thou art pleaſed to turn 
my prayers and ſupplications into an e- 


' ternal pale of praiſes, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, my Lord, my ſtrength, and my 


Redeemer. © Amen and Amen.“ 
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